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PREFACKH, 





Tm purpose of the following papors is to stimnlato opinion 
on the subject of Sea-voyages performed by Ilindoos, Appar 
from all questions of principle, the subject is ono of growing 
ए actical importance.. Ilindoo young men, in approciablo 
numbers, proceed to 10190 to receive education in tho 
Universities, to qualify for the Bar, to compote far tho Indian 
Civil Service, for the Medical Service, 20071. varions 01110 
ways to equip themselvos for the practical worl of life, ho 
number is on the increaso, of 00100107000) who, if all restrio- 
tions were removed, would hko to procood to Europo for 
purposes of travel, and all the pleasures and proitts it brings. 
Thero ig a growing dosire also in some quartors fo make oxcur- 
sions to the wot for commercial purposes, It cannot be g 
। matter of indifforence to the Hindoo community if the gontlo- 
mon who come back from Huropo 0002 porlocting thoir तवप्र 
tion and enlarging thoir exporicnce aro to ba received back 
into 60000 or excluded from it, Tt cannot bo a matiar of 
indifforence also whether adventurous gontlomen should havo 
_ free scopo given to thom in the 0051 of travel, or thoy should 
have thoir ambition curbot by social resixictions, ‘Tho welx 
fare of a country is tho wol-faro of ibs individuals, and no 
subject can be of groater national importanco than tho dis- 
cussion of the limits which custom may havo proscribed to the 
liberty'of movement of the mon who compose the nation, 


On cconomic grounds alono tho question of sea-voyagos is 
of greab practical 30000050001 Poople may 100] thomsulves 
driven by sheor 28000983105 to try th» forinno in romoto 
countries, 40 sock now careors, loarntho arts of foreign 
nations, and come back home with added qualification and 
augmented resources. If those poor, advonturoas sonls should 
bo denied tho opportunitios thoy sought, it is uot they alune 


ii 


-that would be sufferers, but the eCcuntry as well, Social restric- 
tions, however, are likely to prove an effectual barrier to most 
of them, and the 19210190805 of those restrictions therefore 
deserves serious’ consideration, The possibility of matiyes of 
India marching out in quest of occupation to distant lands 
may now appear to be too remote, and asadream. But there 
are reasons to believe that if the restrictions were repealed or 
relaxed, opportunities of adventure would often be utilised. ৮ 


Hindoo society 18 governed by rules which have their basis 
inthe Hinddo religion. That religiom is enshrined in the 
shastras, of which the recognised, authoritative interpreters 
aré the Pundits: The Pundits give their vyavasthas or ordin- 
ances founded upon the texts. These are accepted by the 
leaders of the different castes which make up society, and they 
hus come 62 regulate usage, On the subject of Sea-voyage, 
therefore, the first thing necessary was to obtain the épinions 
Of the Pundits, That step has already been taken. It was 
not of course to be expected that the opinion of every single 
Pundit in Bengal should be obtained, but many of the leading 
Pundits have been consulted, and their opifons will be found 
in tho following pages. Mahamahopadhyay Mohesh Ohunder 
Nyayaratna, Madhu Sudan Suritiratna, Navadip, Rajkumar 
Nyayratna, Mahampahopadajex Deno Bundhoo Nyayaratna, - 
Mahendra Nath Tarkapanchanun of,Bansbaria, Madhusudun 
"लिन of Bhatpara and Kamaksdya Nath Tarkabagish are 
amongst the most honoured names in Bengal, and it wilk be 
Sound that they are all associated with particular opinions on 
the subject of Sea-voyage. The next step that was taken was 
to refer the subject to some of the leading membors of Hindoo 
Society, all of the higher castes, and their opinions have also 
been recorded, Attention may be specially called to the opinion 
of so distinguished an apostle of Hinduism as Babu Bunkim 
Chunder Chattorjee. Lastly, a large body of public opinion 
from various sources, which had been elicited by the discussion, 
has beon set forth in its propor place, It includes the opinious 


sen 
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as woll of,eminont Englishmon ag of nowspapors, Tlindoo and 
English. Thoso opinions havo a valuo which must not he 
overlooked, Pundits interpret tho siastras; social loadors 
J udgeypracticability $ but an intelligent public havo also a right 
to be heard, for, unfettored by’eonsidorations of authority and 
custom, they aro ablo to utter the voico of abstract reason. 
Mere reasonablenoss is not an excuse for an innovation, but ab 

will hardly be" deniod that a practico which is 10001109115 
contrary to réason cannot long remain unmodified, and that ^ 
80 long as it does* oxist it Will work mischief. Tho opinions, 
thorefore, of intelligent and edneated’ men who are oven dubs 
siders to our socioty have an importance that should not bo 
under-rated. The question in its historical and shastric 9810006 

Was discussed in a papor by Babu Sarosh Chundor Dutt, 7, A, 
at a large and roprosentative mooting held on tho 19th 
August 1892, at the residence of the late Maharaja Komul 

" Krishna Bahfdoor, The opinions that wore oxpressed by’ 
different speakers and tho Resolutions that woro passed at 
that mooting, will speak for thomselves, 


or a {ull appreciation of tho issuos involvod*in tho Soa 
voyago question it is nocossary to boar in mind a fow woll- 
kuown facts which may bo thus statod 


1. Foralong timo pagi-the practice of cating things 
condemned by 1104080 rulos or cusbom has boon protiy com- 
mon in Hindoo socicty, but the gentlomon who have indulged 
‘int such practices have nob boon put oul of caste. Their 

eanmnber is growing, They include not morely school-boys or 
wild young men, not morely a low insignificant poople who 
might bo regardod as tho 1৮18 and strays of socioty, but also 
and mainly, oldorly, rospectuble, influontial gontlumen, some 
of whom have boen recognised as social leadors., In thoi 
own private residonces or those of thoir frionds, Huropean or 
Native, in garden houses, in hotels kopt by Muropenns ০৮ 
Mahomedans, on stoamors, in railway rofroshmons rooms, 
numbors of Lindoo gentlomon dino in tho lMuropean stylo, 
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and the orthodox members of society find it convenient to 
connive at these practices, Demand creates supply. Hence 
it is we find that retiaurants where Huropean dishes are 
offered, are multiplying. They ‘are seb up on largely fre- 
quented streets, and near offices and theatres, Year ‘after 
year, in every town in which the Indian National Congress is 
bald, 1४ is "found necessary by the organizers to make special 
arrangements for those delegates and visitors who are to live 
‘in the Huropean style. In a word, the rules as regards ortho- 
dox living are every day trampléd under 0১০9১ and the viola- 
tiofis are in no way pufiished, 


2," There was a time when 5৮ was considered an un-Hindoo 
practice to drink pipe-water. Not only is pipe-water drunk to- 
day by Hindus 01 unquestioned orthodoxy, but erated waters,- 
QHuropean wines and spirits, and medicines prepared by Euro: 

\peans, are habitually consumed by large numbers of them. 
Bread, biscuits and confectionery of Huropean or Mahomedan 
manufacture are also largely indulged in, 


8. Hindu Society has not been able consistently to keep 
oul of its pale all those who have made voyages to Hurope. 
Some of them received recognition in society, ab any rate 
among their fiiends and relations ; and after their death, their 
sons and other relations fiavehad no difficulty in being 
accepted as members of society, though no prayaschitta had 
ever boen performed by them 


4, Some of those that have made voyages to Hurope 
have, on their return to this country, lived, permanently or 
fora time, with their relations, Many of their friends and 
yelations have also dined with them on many occasions. 
Orthodox Society has never ceased to recognise these friends 
and relations. : 

5. © for parposes of business or on pleasure trips, 
several [11114008 have made voyages to Rangoon, to Madras, 
to Ceylon. Nobody dreams of excommunicating them. 


AS 
6, Hsteemed Iindoo gentlomen have on somo oconsions 
taken part, as host or guest, in entertainments, almost of a 
public character, conducted in the Buropoan style. 110 
namas of those whg dined on tho occasions havo 80770117008 
been’ reported in tho newspapors, but orthodox socioby has 
never cared to take any notice of their orrors, 


7, Iindoo Society has exhibited nothing liko consistency, 
observed no definite principle, sin dealing with thoso of jts 
mombers who have made voyages to Huropo, The same mon 
that recognise them on one occasion do noi rocognise thorh 
on another, Thoy “dine with them today and decline to dine 
with them tomorrow. If thoy are to be excommunicatod} 
those who have dined with them, or otherwise mixed with 
them in “formal social intorcourse on ceremonial occasion’, 
should be excommunicated also. But the utmost that tho 
ultra-orthodox members of the community seek to do is to 
omit to recognise only the travelled men, while they pormit 
(11910891599 to mix freely wilh mon who have beon tainted by 
association with the chiof offenders. 

What is tho inforence to be drawn from thoso [nots 7 
Obviously this, that it would not be fair or consistont 16 ox- 
clude from socioty mon who had mado only a voyago by soa 
without transgrossing Llindoo rulos of living, Surely 10 cannot 
bo contendod that a mero ordssing of tho son is a (0880৮ 
०00०0 than living in a aon-Jtindu 81719, or oven as gross ag 
that, When open, or, at any rate, well-known violations of 
IIindoo rules of eating and drinking are connived at and 
excused, neithor reason nor orthodoxy demands the oxclnsion 
“of men who living as 11114008 had morely travellod to the 
wost, Tho travelled men themselves, as alrondy observad, 
have sometimes quiotly mado their way into socioty, and altor 
them thoir sons have got on with ovon greatcr smoothnonss ; 
and neither religion nor roason demands that whoro tho 
offence is the same, somo should be sparod and somo should 
be punished, Proporly speaking, tho ७५109 is nob tho samo, 
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and tha diiferenco is in favour of those wito would seck to 
got the benofit =¢ the present Sea-voyage movement, for 
they would have to live Hindoo lives, Nor does it appear 
how the travelled men may be taken to have loet caste if 
those who dine and associate them are not taken to lose caste 
That a voyage by sea ag such, does not militate against 
Hinduism seems to be tacitly admitted by Hindoo society by 
the manner in which il has been troating Swami Vivekananda’s 
visit to America, The Swami, so far from being ragarded as 
an apostate by reason of his visit, 18 09101001090 up to aga 
prince of Hindoos and the pride of Hirduism, It is incon- 
‘eoivable, therefore, that the Sea-voyage moverhent should be 
opposed on grounds either of religion or logic. If there 
90810 be any objection to it, it would be its conservative rather 
than its revolutionary character, If non-Hindu modes of lifa 
are tolerable in the homo of Hinduism, they should be tolerable 
a fortiort in travel. But the movement as at present con- 
coived ‘proceeds on the very safe lines of recommending g 
voyage by sea where ib is performed under Iindu conditions 
of life. The promoters have every hope that they will enlist 
thé-sympathy and secure tho active support of the entire 
[पदप community. 


THE HINDU SEA-VOYAGH 
MOVEMENT IN BENGAL. 


a 





OPINIONS OR VYAVASTHAS OF TIE PUNDITS 
or 
BENGAL. 


Question—I,—Is a person, who makes a sen voyagoin a 
sea going vessel without commilling any heinous transgycs- 
signs, involving Gegradation, ॥0 bo considorod fallon (patitu) ? 


Question—TT,—Zs 8 person, who resides temporarily in 
England and other forcign countries without committing 
any heinous transgressious, involving degradation, to bo ০0081 
dered fallen (patita) ? 


Vyavastha I—As sea-véyage, doos nob come within the 
category of heinous transgressions, involving degradation, 
(patitya), and heavy penances aro not provided forit, and thero 
is nothing even by parity of reasoning to consider it a heinous 
transgression, a person, who makes a sea-voyago wilhont com- 
mitting any hoinous transgressions, should not bo considered 
fallen (patita). 


Vyavastha TI—~As residence in England and other forcign 
countries does not come within the category of heinous trans- 
gressions, involving dogradation, (patitya) and heavy ponances 
are not provided for it, and thero is nothing even by parity of 
reasoning to consider it a heinous transgression, a person, who 
resides in Hugland and other foroign countries, without cou 


( 2 ) 
mitting any heinous transgressions should‘not be considered 


fallen (patita). ^ = 


Mahamohopadhya, Dino Bundhn Nyaratna, Konnagore, 
Kala Chand Tarkaratna, Antpore. 
Bisgumbhur Churamony, Gourhati. 
Sriram Nyabhusun, Gourhati. 
Kally Nath Sarbabhoum, Bowbazar, 02108 
Dakhina Churn Smrititirtha, Jhingra, Howrah, 
Soshi Bhusan Vidyaratna, Jabui, Burdwan, 
Jagat Chunder Vidyaratna, Woonsia Kotalipara, Furridpore, 
Kally Kanto Tarkasidhanto, Sham puker. 
‘Kally Proshad Nyalankar, Chandsi, Backergunge, 
Hurro Mohun Vidyabagish, Kotalipara, Furridpore. 
Bhuggobutty Churn Nyapanchanon, Balur, Hughly, 
Dino Nath Nyapanchanon, Harinavi, 
Gour Mohun Siromoni, Mirzapore. 
Nobin Chunder Churamony, 
Nobin Chander Tarkabagish, Tala. 
Gokul Kristo Goswami, Simla. 
Gopal Chunder Siromony, Mozilpore. 
Rammoy Bhuttacharji, Ramjibunpore, Midnapere. 
Gopal Chunder Sarma, Hogulkuria, 
Rudra Narain Jotibliusan, Nandigram, Cuttuck, 
Jogesh Chunder Bidyaratng, 
“Wuma Churn Tarkasidhanto, Badengunge, 
Turro Nath Sarwasati by his son Nemya Chunder Bhuttacherji, Triyani, 
Sita Nath Churamoni, Polva, Hughly. ^ 
Saroda Churn Bidyaratna, Sulkea, Howrah, 
Nobin Chunder Churamony, Kidderpore. 
Kala Chand Devsarman. 
Kally Dass Vidyaratna, Babir Simla, 
Gopi Nath Siromoni, Kotalipara, Furridpore. 
Kally Dass Nyratna, Jhamapuker. 
Sudharam Bachaspati. 
Jogendra Smritibhusan, Halsibagan, 
Baui Madhub Tarkalankar, Hatibagan. 
[9৪৮ Chunder Vidyaratna, Bikrampore. 
Prosunno Kumar Nyaratna, Kantapulker. 
Ram-Surbessur Vidyaratna, Sobhabazar, 
Givish Chunder Vidyaratna, Jhamapuker, 
Jadu Nath Tarkaratna, Khatora, Howrah, 
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Sri Nath Siromon}, Jahanabad, Hughly. 
Mohim Chander Siromony, Kotalipara, Furridporo 
Raj Kristo Tarkaratna, Guta. 

Sri Nath Tarkaratna, Jara, Midnapore, .. 
Gungeshur Vidyasagore, Copinagore, Hughly. 
Ram Tarak Churamony, Caloutta. 

Dhwmo Dass Siromony, 

Bireshur Vidyaratna, Gopinagore, Hughly. 
Wuma Churn Vidyaratna, Navanpore, 

Kally Prosunno Sarman, Ula, Nuddes. 
Khetier Mobun Nyaratua, Aheritola, 

Rajoni Kanto Vidyaratna, Bagbazay, 
Boykunto Nath Sarma, Raina. 
"Ashwini Kumar Sarma. 

Khetter Nath Churamony,*Ariadaha. 
MohendrarNath Tarkapanchanon, Bansbaria, , 
Sri Nath Tarkalankay, Bansbaria, 

Durga Churn Deb Sarma, 

Joggeshur Sarma, Dandirhat, Bikrampore, 
Eurro Churn Déb Sarma, Tulasar, 

Wuma Churn Tarkaratna, Rajpore, 24~Pergunnahs, 
Kanti Churn Nyaratna, Sikdarbagan. 

Jodu Nath Sarbabhoum, Krishnaghuy, 

Tsgan Chunder Tarkaratna, Protapporo, 
Thakur Daas Churamony, Mazilpore, 

Rammoy Siromony. 

Kally Kissore Nyaratna, Caloutta, 

Chunder Kissove Tarkatirtha, Bikrampore, 
Keder Nath Sarma, # 


Madhub Chunder Sarbabhoum, (eldest brother of Mahamohopadhy 
Mohesh Chunder Nyaraina, C. I, ऋ, Sava-Pundit of the Mohisadul-Raj 


Midnadore.) 


Mahamohopadhya Deno-Bundhu Nyaratna of Konnagore further 
observes that sea-voyage instead of being considered a great tranagren- 
sion is grouped with such light transgressions as going to Sri-Khetter 
(Puri by sea,) for which little or no penance is required, As to vosidence 
in England and other foreign countries, he adda that no penance ia 
provided for it in the Shastras, 


(4) 


The following pandits have signed their flames in a seperate 
vyavastha to tMe effect ;—phat a Hindu should not be consi- 
dered fallen althongh he goes to 0६8199१ and resides there 
provided he sticks to the tenets of his religion. 


Mahamahopadhya Pandit Mohesh Chandra Nayaratna, 0. 1. 9, 
Pandit Madhu Sudan Sinritiratna, Nuddea, 
»  Madhn Sadan Smritiraina, Bhatparnh. 
y  Mamakhya Nath Tarkabachaspatiy Nuddea, 
» Chandra Sikhar Chufamani, Hatibagan, Caleutta. 
» Sri Naraint Vedratna, Shampooker, + 
* Late Tituram Satbabhoum, Hatibagan, Caleytta. 
Pundit Sashi Bhushan Sarma, Sava Pandit of Maharani Barnomaye, ` 
0, 1, 3, 
‰ Durga Charan Tarkatirtha, Sava Pandit of Maharajah Bahadur 
Sir Jatindra Mohan Tagore, K, 0. 8. I. 
Late Pandit Khotter Pal Smritiratna, 
Pandit Gonesh Sastri, Durgaghat, Beneras. 
9 अष्‌ Churan Vedantobagis, 
y Ram Nath Tarkaponchanan, Mulajore, 
» Ambika Charan Bidyanidhi, Digshin. 
4, Kshettrakali Kabiratna, Bansberia. 
» Rakhaldass Bhattacherji, Bansberia, 
3, Ram Gopal Siromoni, Kamayrpara. 
»  Komola Kanto Bhattacherji, Shahagunge, 
9  Nilambar Bhattacherji, Shahagunge. 
» Sarbalochon 9201 Neyaghanchu, Chinsura, 
ॐ  ‘Lroylockho Nath Bidyabhusay, 
ॐ  Nemai Charan Tarkaraina. 
» Ram Hari Bidyabhushan. 
» Jogendra Nath Siromoni. 
» Shama Charan Bidyaratna, 
$ Jotindra Nath‘Sarma, 
»  Modhusudon Tarkaratna, 
ॐ  Surbeshwar Bidyanidhi. 
ॐ  Keder Nath Bidyaratna, 
»  Mohendra Nath Sarma. 
» प्रण्तप Nath Siromoni. 
ॐ Ram Nath Bidyabushan. 
»  Khetro Mohan Nayaratna. 
» Srinath Siromoni, Pukuria, 
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Pandit Mritunjoy’Vidyaratna, Panaghar, Burdwan. 
» Ram TIridaya Tarkabagis. 
+ माण्ड Chundra Bachaspati. 
» Ram Taran Bhatiachorji, Patulizs 
Chunderkanto Bhatlacherji, Medinimandal, Bikrampny, 
» Nundo Kumar Bhattacherji. 
»  Sikher Chundor Bhatiacheryi, 





Question.—If a Hindu go to England and while there observe 
the tenets of his religion, in such a case should he be 
considered as committing any transgression at all ? 


Answer.—Persons who go over to Hngland or such like Mlechha 
countries without committing such heinous transgressions 
as the taking of forbidden food, can not be said to have 
committed any heinous transgression at all; bub for 
such tranggressions as eating while on board a ship and 
living in a country not inhabited by the four ४९०१8 छ! the 
Aryans, the persons become eligible for their society 
after expiation, This is the opinion of tho learnod. 


(Sd.) Ras Kunwar Nyararna, 





^ 


It was made the subject of an animated discussion botweon 
Pundits at gy Shradha that was celobrated at Nawahgunge 
at the house of Babu Rampada “Marik, a well-known 
merchant of the place, and the sense of tha assembled Pundits 
was decidedly in favour of the manifesto which has 15001. 
issued, viz,—that sea-voyage to foreign countries and rosidence 
therein when conducted in accordance with Hindu usages do 
not involve the 1088 of caste, Among those who signed the 
statement are the following Pundits :—~ 

Abhay Pada Smritiratna, Sibpur. 
Bishwambhar Debasrma, Sookhehar. 
XKhorode Chunder Shiromoni, Baraset, 


na 


(6 ) 


Dinanath Bhattyacharji, Bhadeswar, 
Jadunath Sarma, oe. hur. 

Tara Charan Bhuttacharji, CHandan-Paekpur. 
Khirode Chandra Bhutta¢harji Bhatparah, 
Bari Chuyran Shiromoni, Khurdah. 
Ram-Brahma Chackerburti, Bali. 

Patit Pabana Bhattacharji, Kangachi. 
Rakhaldas Savmana and Nani Lall Shiromonf, 





, Agreat public’ meeting was held at Bankura, in which all 
the learned Pundits and leading mon 6f the place were pre- . 
sent. After an interesting discussion, it was unanimously de- 
clared that sea-voyage to foreign countries and residence therein, 
conducted in accordance with Hindu usages, do not involve 
the loss of caste. Among the Pundits who gave their opinion 
were the following :—~ 

Sambhunath Churamani, 

Anditalal Vidyaratna. 

Madhusudan Vachaspati. 

Chandranarain Vidyaratna, 

Romapati Vidyalankar. 

Jagadis Chandra Vidyalankar, 

Ramdayala Vidyaratna, 


ककन 


॥ 

Thero is hardly a higher name ¢n Sanskrit Literature, at 
Ieast on this side of India, than that of Pundit “Modhusudhan 
Smritiratna ; and thisis what he said ir his Hxamination‘ 
before the Public Service Commission :— 


“I do not desire to be examined generally in the issues framed by the 
Commission, but only with regard to the objections felt by orthodox 
Hindus to a journey to England. A journey across the sea is, according 
to the Shastras, a sin called “Pokirna” $ but it is not one of the oight 
principal sing as laid down therein. It is such asin as men usually com- 
mit A man committing such a sin would not be outcasted, Thero 18 no 
difference between a journey across the sea to England and a journey to 
any other place across the sea. A man who goes across the sea to the 


{ ? ) 


temple of Juggurnath vould commit just the same sin aga man who wont 
to England. Hindus who go to Englan Me toa “Mleghha’ country (४ ०, 
a country where the people gat beef, do yot follow the Vedas, and do not 
observe tho caste system) commit a coriain kigd of sin, But the commis- 
sion of such a ain does not entail loss of caste. indus aro put out of 00909 
by eating prohibited food, such as wino, food of Mlechhas, beat, &৫, 70090 
of Mlechhas is, strictly apeaking, food of which a Mlechha ia tho owner 
aud which has been cooked by him, But Mlechha food is ordinarily spoken 
of ag thet cooked by 2 Mlechlfa. A Brahmin would lose his 00810, if for - 
24 times in succession ho took food of the first class, ४ 6, food belonging to 
and cooked by a Mlechha, or of the food of the second-class, 7. ৫. that which 
had been cooked by a Mlechha 48 times. What has been said about (1102 
‘Brahmin ig, equally applicable to other classes; but in the caso of {16 ९ 
Brahmin the penances which would have to be undergone would be 


greater,” 





Pundit Jadubeshwar Tarkaratna of Rungpur gave similar 
evidence, This ২৪ what he said :— 

“There are various objections to going to England nmong ववाह, 
Firat, the Shasters prohibit the crossing of the Indus ४ ५, the going oulside 
of the boundaries of वा, But this sin is not very serious and does 
not pul a TTindu out of caste. Thon the cating of certain kinds of food, 
or food cooked for thom by any but certain classes of persons, is prohi- 
bited, A journey over the sea to another country is not prohibtted in the 
Shastors. The words used, Samucac Alva, “mean a HeN-JOUTNOY OF a 
journey to the sea; and this @vas formerly understood as meaning a 
jowney to tho sea for the 19011308801 drowning one’s self. ‘This was subse- 
quently prohibited, but a journey over the sen to another couniry ia not 
prohibited, if the food and the cooking restrictions are observed, As 16. 
garda the food difficulty, it is considered by one school of Pundita that 
the sin can be expiated, but that the person who commits the sin cannot 
again associate with his caste-followa, By the other school of Pundits, 
it is considered that the sin cannot be forgiven, but that the performance 
of expiatory ceremonies would allow the offender to mix socially with his 
caste-fellows. I am rather inclined to agree with the first school of 
Pundits in their opinion. द think that the 505৮ which has thus beon 91111 
ently construed applies ८0 all classes of Tindus,” 





( 8 ) 
Here we pablish the Vyavastha of the late lamented Pandit 
Taranath Tarkabachaspati with Bengali translatoin. 


समुद्रयार्मगमनदोषमौमांसा | 
श्रो" तत्‌सत्‌ | 


बार््यिराजान्नादिनिमित्तकसमुद्रनौयाने तत्‌कश्ले खधरातुष्टाने जेच्चछादिभिरीरः 
arent च दिजानां प्रायशित्तामावौऽग्यवद्रायताभावश्च। धर्माथैससुद्रयानगमने 
त॒ aaa सैच्छादिभिगुरतरसस्गे चं कतप्रायस्ित्तान्नसपि दिजानामव्यवद्ाय्धता 
^शूद्राणान्तु प्रायथित्ताचरणे व्यवद्टा्धतेति विशेष, | 
तथाहि, উলাভী कलिव प्रकरणे,-~ 
«विधवायां प्रजीत्पत्तौ देवरस्य नियोजनम्‌” इत्युपक्रम्य 
“ferent तु नौयातुः शौधितस्यापि संग्रहः” इति 
श्रादियपुराणवेचने शीधितस्यापौलयनेन छंतप्राथथित्तखयैव Sareea eT ETAT 
লিন यते विषये agentur fafag ततैव विषये कतप्राथधिन्तख्याप्यसगरद दसि 
प्रतिपादितम्‌ अत्र शोधितलीक्यैव प्राथथित्तनिमित्तीभतपापनिश्वय आक्षिप्यते 
तत्रिश्यश्र प्रापाङ्दकश्यास्ना्दव, सपद्रनौगमनसाते व arin शास्ते प्रायमित्ताद्मदर्थनात्‌ 
aaa निषिद्धता, किन्तु तद्गभनकासे सोच्छादिखट्जसाप्रसेतन एव, तत्पापापमीदनाय 
छातेऽपमि प्रायश्चित्ते न तद्यातु; way জান कष्मयितुसुलितं शीधितख्यापरौति qeare 
स्यात्‌ । अन्यया ससुद्रनौगसनमामे सग्रह इतीवाभिदध्यात्‌। भव तथाभिद्धितम्‌। नध 


“समूद्रयाच्राखीकोारः कमण्डलुविधारणम्‌ | 
दिजानामक्षबणसु कन्यासूपयमस्तथधा || 
देवराच्च सतोत्मत्तिर्मधुपक पशोर्वधः | 
मांसदानं तथा আআ बानप्रस्याखमस्तथा ॥ 
दत्ताचतायाः कन्यायाः FASTA वरस्य च। 
दोधंकालं waa नरमेधाश्वभेधकौ ॥ 
महाप्रस्थानगमनं MATT तथा मखः | 
दमान्‌ wag कलियुग वर्ज्यानाडमनीषिणः ॥ 


(9) 
इति हदतारदीयवचने ससुद्रयाताखी कारस्य कलौ লিজিজ্- 
तया निषिद्धातिक्रमै च 


^विहितस्याननुष्टानाश्निन्दितस्य च सेवनात्‌ । 
भनिग्रदहाचेन्द्रियाणां नरः মনলন্ন্ছ লি 0” 


হলি धृतौ क्रमशलथ।चर्पे पातिव्यप्रतिपादनात्‌ तरिषय एव प्राययिसाशरयसमभ- 
aa तदैव शोधितस्यापीत्यखावकाश इति वाच्यस्‌ दष्त्नारदीयव्दने उपसष्ठारे “मान्‌ 
धर्मम्‌” rom धर्डहपससृद्रेयावासतौकारसैव कलौ निषेधात्‌ बापिन्यराजाश्ादि- 
निमित्तकख 7a निेधामावेन तहिषयकलासकवात्‌। सयते च ब्रह्म्व्यादिपापापः 
Mears समुद्रगसनं पराशरेण,-प्राधस्ित्तप्रकरणे 


“शतयोजनविस्ती णं शतयोजनमायतम्‌ | 
रामचन्द्रसमादिष्ट-नलसञ्चय-सच्चितम्‌ ॥ 
सेतु" दृष्टा-समुद्रस्य ब्रह्महत्यां व्यपोष्टति |” इत्यन्तेन 


ग Wa सस॒द्रसेतदशेनयैव ब्रह्मदत्यानाशकल' we, ससुद्रयात्ाखीकार्‌ भिना 
शतयीजनायतस्य सैतीरदश्ंनासक्षिवेन भाचपैयीव सद्गसनलाभात्‌। अन्या रेतो्यसकि्ि- 
gna तथाल “शतयोजनमायतम्‌” इति विगिषणसनधकं wre तधा yoda. 
विस्तारायतसैतुवन्धद॑नस्येव प्रल्लतम्रद्महव्यापापनाशकुद्धः ज त यत्‌फिखिशमावद्भमस्य, 
पापप्रावषयेन प्ररिशमप्रावश्यस्यापचितलात्‌ विन्त एकादण्यादित्रतपयेव धृकि मिभ. 


दभ॑नस्यातिदिर्त्र्हत्यानाशकवम्‌ युक्ताः WaT 
श्यो ya গাহলন तस्य फले विशेषः" 


' শুনি জলিলিলা सम्यगायासे फलबाहल्यं লিখার) দিক ऋरगङेदभाष्ये माधवाचाः 
aq सम्यगायासादिना भनुषठितासरीघाद्यपेचया तत्तद्यश्रविद्यायीधककैदाध्यायिमी नून 
पलतम्‌ | wearer waded धतयीलनदी्घनि्ताररीवदर्मं get 
fafeaq) वेनैव चव ससुद्रनौगमनसथापसिषभ्यम्‌ एवे दारय्यादितीधेयानाङ्गमपि 
सस॒द्रयानगसनसयापर्षिप्रसायसब्यम्‌ | wre $टप्रसमूष्या्नसयैव ध्याचपतया fae 
कलौ frie वद्धतरारदौयतच्ने कमण्डलुविधारणारिभिः पुप्यापरप्धाश्रधर्मसाधनर्वम 
दतः समभिव्याहारेष पठितलात्‌ ध्र्पशयेव ঘন্তযানঞ। দিদি | 
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( 10 ) 
“Met समानरूपुः TEAT भवन्ति 


sfx न्यायात्‌। एतेन दत्राङृीधि स॒द्रयाताखीकार इति पाड रघनन्द्नमाधवा- 
षादादिवहनिवन्धकारसस्मते सखिते লিখামধিন্তী सपुद्रवातुः dare इति पाठकष्मन- 
मनाकरमत॒चितश्च तथा सति ससुद्रयातुजैनखय सीकारदपव्यवहारछय धमौरूपलाभाविन 
‘sary परमान्‌” इत्यभिवानखायुक्तत्वापतैः। ঘবস্থ धाधेससुद्रयाना-खीकारसीव 
निषिद्धतया बार्ण््यिराजान्नादिनिसित्तकख तस्य कुताप्यनिषेात्‌ सतुसमये सं च्छादि" 
यरवरसंसगे सभ्यावन्दनादिल्यागै च तत्पापापनोदनाथं शौधितखापि ( क्तप्रायबित्तद्य ) 
“न संग्रह इत्यत्रैव आदित्यपुराणवचनतातपर्धम्‌ । बधा चं 


“कामतोऽव्यबद्ायसत वचनादि जायत" 


sfa यान्नवल्‌केन प्रातकविशेषे प्राथचित्ताचरणेऽपि अव्यवक्ाखताभिदिता तत्‌- 
समानन्यायादत्रापि प्रायशित्ताचर्णेऽपि न व्यवद्धाव्थतेतिं युक्तसत्‌प्रश्यासः,। way 
सषठद्रनौगमनकालै षथ्यादिकतु तं च्छादिभिर्गुरतरं संसग॑मकुन्मतख wah 
আব্লাস্মনোন্‌ न ক্অনক্্াহানা नापि प्रायञ्चित्ताचर्णम्‌ | ततश्च 


“sfrat অল क्वापि quay’ प्रवििपालयन्‌ । 
षट्‌ कारि प्रकुन्वौरतन्निति wire नियः ॥* 


ति get অল हञवापि নারি सधौ ताने দাদী বুল 

श्रतएव कलौ बागिन्याद्यधसन्चद्रयाने शिश्वारीऽपि emt) तथा fe sacra 
माल्यी्यौगन्रायपवासव्ययीर्युद्धाधै वद्षराजरानान्तथा wears रवावणीमाटक्षो मित, 
वितश्च भ।षाच्ौपु्तके ग्रौमत्ताभिघषयिज्तत्‌पितुष इतो वेक्दैष्यात्‌ सिंहसगमनम्‌ 
न घ तद्गमनं तदा कैनापि विगीतस्‌ यदि तद्िगीतं स्यात्तदाते fe शिष्टाः we aq 
ey एतन्मूलकमेव इदानौमपि we: fread सिंलादिगसनमन्टीयति | 
रतः ससुद्रयानगमनसः।तं निभिद्धसिति g fea ae awa धर्माधस्तमुद्रयानगसममेम 
कलौ भिषिद्वमायातम्‌। तद्गमनकाल च यदा तंच्छादिभिगुःसवर्ससर्णः सन्थादिश्यागश 
तदैव प्रायधित्ताचस्पेऽपि दिजानामध्यवद्वायेता qerang परायित्ताचरपे व्यवद्ाश्धतेव 
दिनपदखारस्यात्‌ अन्यथा teat लिद्यभिदधष्यात्‌। श्रेव दिभ्यः wert fake 
sfa दिद्मावघरुपदभिंतम्‌। 


( 11 ) 
अत মহি केचित्‌ ক্ষিদদদ্ব ঘলগ্রলালা; प्रमापयुष्याभासावरदोन प्रतयवतिषेरन्‌ 
तदा इदृवरपरमाणोपन्धासेन तेषाग्मतीपमदैन are; प्रयात स्थिकरिथते इचलेमति' 
विस्तस्य । शभमस्तु। fara! 


कलकाता usta संस््तविद्यामन्दियध्याप्रकष्य 


HATA त्कवाचस्पतैः| 
सवत्‌ १८२८ | 


সমুদ্রযানগমনদোষমীম।ংস]। 
৬ SAAS | 


aifies রাঁজাজ্ঞাদি निभि পমুদ্রে নৌকা-যাঁনাঁরোহণ করিলে এবং 


্বধন্ীনুষ্ঠান করিলে এবং শ্লেচ্ছাদির সহিত গুরুতর সংসর্গ না করিলে 
দিজের (ব্রাহ্মণ कविर বৈশ্যের ) গ্রায়শ্চিত্ব এবং অব্যবহাঁধ্যতা হইবে না | 


ধর্ম নিমিত্ত সমুদ্রঘ(নে গমন করিলে ও wef ত্যাগ এবং শ্লেচ্ছা্দির 
সহিত গুরুতর সংসর্গ করিলে goetifos দ্বিজেরও ব্যবহাখ্যতা হইবে' 
কিন্তু শুদ্রদিগের প্রায়শ্চিত্ত করিলে ব্যিবহাধ্যত] হইবে, এই মা বিশেষ | 
প্রমীণ যথা ।-- হেমাদ্রিতে ্কপিবর্জ্য य कत्र অভিহিত আছে। 
^ বিধবায়াং গ্রজোৎ্পতৌ (दद्र মিয়োজনম্। ৮ ইত্যুপত্রম্য 
« দ্বিতস্যান্ধ তু (नोयः শোধিতস্যাপি সংগ্রহঃ ॥ ৮ ইতি 
অর্থাৎ কলিযুগে বিধবা রমণীতে অস্তানোত্গাদন বিষয়ে দেবরের 
WISTS, এই উপক্রমে সমুদ্র-নৌক।রে।হি দ্বিজাতিগণ কতা য়স্চিত্ হই, 
CHS অব্যবহাধ্য থ।কিবেন। 
আদিত্য পুরাঁণোঁক্ত বচনে ^ শোধিতস্যাঁপি'* এই পদটা পর্যাশোচন। 
করিলে স্গষ্টই cate হয় যে, ক্ৃতপ্রাঁয়শ্চিত্ত দ্বিজাতিগণেক (ক্রাঙ্গাণ ক্ষত্রিয় 
ব্রৈশ্যের ) ব্যঘহার্ধ্যত নিষেধ দ্বারা যে বিষয়ে সমুদ্রধানারোহণ নিষেধ (भरे 


( 12) 


বিষয়েই কৃতপ্রায়শ্চিত্ত দ্বিজাতিগর্ণের ব্যবহার্ধ্যতা निष्पद ইহাই প্রতিপাদিত 
হুইয়াছে। . 
সমু্রযানারোহি-দিজাতিগা্পর & প্রায়স্টি বিধানদ্বারা etaPocen 
নিমিতীতৃত পাপনিশ্যয়ও অঙ্গুমিত হইয়াছে, छेक পাপনিশ্চয়ও পাঁপ- 
জ্ঞাপক भां হইতেই হইয়াছে) সমুদ্রধান গমনে কোনও শানে att 
किं বিধান न्‌ থাঁকাঁয় সমুদ্র वाले নিষিদ্ধ নহে, কিন্ত তদগমন 
কালে শ্লেচ্ছাদি স্পৃষ্ট জলান্নসেবনবিষয়েই' সমুদ্রধান গমন নিষিদ্ধ, 
তজ্জন্য পাঁপপরিহ্থীরার্থ প্রাস্মশ্চিত্ত করিলেও দ্বিজাতিগণের ব্যবহাধ্যতা 
शेष्व al, ইহাই ^ শোধিতস্যাঁপি » এই পদ্দোপাদাঁন দ্বার] কল্পনা করা 
উচিত, কারণ এইরূপ কল্পনা al করিলে « শোধিতস্যাপি » |S পদো- 
পাদান না করিয়া * সমুদ্র নৌগমনমাত্রে সংগ্রহঃ ৮ (অমুদ্রযান গমনকাঁরি- 
মাত্রেরই অব্যবহার্যতা ) এইবপে নির্দিষ্ট থাফিত। সেইগ্রীকাঁর অভি- 
হিত নাই। এবং “জমুদ্রযাত্র! স্বীকার, कमल्‌ ধারণ, দ্বিজীতিগণের 
অপবর্ণা eal বিবাহ, দেবরদ্বার! সন্তানোৎ্পাঁদন, অতিথিসৎ্কারের निमिं 
পণুহনন, लोपक মাংস দান, বাঁপগ্রস্থাশ্রম, বিবাহিতা অরজঙ্কা কনার 
পুনর্ববিধাহ, দীর্ঘকাল Bah, নরমেধ অশ্বমেধ যজ্ঞ, মহা-প্রস্থান গমন 
এবং গোমেধ যজ্ঞ, মনীষিগণ এই সকল ধর্ম ঝাঁলিযুগে বর্জনীয় विग्र 
থাকেন » এই বৃহরারদীয় বচনে সমুদ্রযাঁতরা Seta কলিমুগে निमिष 
থাকায় নিষেধাতিক্রম করিচল০%% ike কার্ধ্যানুষ্ঠান না করিবে, নিষিদ্ধ 
কার্যযাহষ্ঠান করিলে এবং ইন্জিয়সংঘম না করিলে, পাঁতকী হইতে হয় । %. 
এই স্বৃতি বচনাহুসারে ক্রমশঃ matics ব্যক্তিকে পতিত 
হইতে रप्र, এবং উক্ত ব্যক্তির প্রা্মশ্চিত্তও সম্ভব হয়, অতএব এই স্থলেই 
^“ শোধিতস্যাপি ” ইহার স্বার্থকতা; (অর্থাৎ সমুদ্রযাত্রা্বীকারক ব্যক্তি, 
গতিত হুইয়া প্রায়শ্চিত্ত করিলেও অব্যবহীধ্য থাকিবে ) Sete বলিতে 
গার যায় না; কারণ বৃহন্নারদীয় বনের উপসংহ্ণারে “ এই मकण yal 
এই বলিয়া! অভিহিত আছে, সুতরাং hat সমুদ্রযাত্রাত্বীকারই কলিযুগে 
নিষিদ্ধ, বাণিজ্য বা রাজাজাদি নিমিত্ত সমুদ্রধাত্রাশ্বীকার নিষিদ্ধ নহে। 
পরাশর, প্রায়শ্চিত্তপ্রকরণে ত্রহ্মহত্যাদি পাঁপ পরিহ্ারার্থ मधयम 
বিধান্দ করিয়ছেন, “as যোজন বিস্তীর্ণ এবং শত যোজন আঁয়ত রাঁমচঞ্জের 
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साप्गौङमोप्त्र নল alae বানর সঞ্চয় দ্বারা স্যষ্ট TIE (दिन कश्चि 
aaron পাঁপ বিনষ্ট হয়। » 

Retain এরূপও বলিতেষ্গীরা যায় কেবলমাল্র भभू সেতু দর্শন 
করিলেই ব্রঙ্গহত্যা পাত বিনষ্ট হয়, কারণ সমুদ্রধাপ্রান্বীকার fer শত 
যোজন আঁয়ত সেতু দর্শন সম্ভব হয় al, Toate তাৎপর্ধ্যতঃ সমুদ্রযান গমনও 
wart করিতে হইবে) SS তাঁৎপর্য্য कृष्न नां করিয়া সমুদ্র সেতুর किप 
wet দর্শন করিলেই ব্রঙ্গহ্ত্যা'পাতক বিনষ্ট হইবে, ইহ! বলিলে “শত যোজন 
আয়ত” এই বিশেধণটী অনর্থক হইয়া পড়ে। অতএব শত যৌজন ज्र 
শত যোজন বিস্তীর্ণ সেতু,দর্শন করিলেই তরন্মহত্যা পাঁপ বিনষ্ট হইবে, কিন্তু 
কিয়দংশ wig দর্শন করিলে হইবে না, কারণ পাঁপ অধিক হুইল প্রায় 
Footed পরিশ্রমও অধিক Her আঁবশ্যবা। 

fre একীদশ্যাদি acer arty ষতকিঞ্চিৎ সেতু দর্শন ও অতিদিষ্ট 
(আরোপিত ) ব্রদ্ম হত] পাপ নাঁশ করিবে । অতএব “ যো ভূয় আঁরভতে 
way ফলে বিশেষঃ ১ ( অর্থাৎ যে পুনঃ পুনঃ আঁচরণ করিবে তাহার বিশেষ 
ফল হইবে ) এইরূপ জৈথিনিক্ভৃঁক ane প্রয়াসে ফলাধিক্য নির্ণীতআাছে, 
এবং খাদ ভাষ্যেও মাধবাচার্ধযকত্ৃ্ষ fate আছে যে, সম্যক আঁয়াপাদি 
দ্বারা অশ্বমেধাদি যঙ্জামৃষ্ঠানাপেক্ষা wes যজ্ঞবিদ্যাবোধক বেদাধ্যায়ীর 
ফলের PAS হইবে। অতএব वक्र ব্রশ্গহত্যা পাপপরিছারার্৫ঘ শত 
ঘোঁঞন দীর্ঘ ও বিস্তীর্ণ সেতু দর্শনই স্থৃতি শু বিহিত আছে, এবং गभूय. 
যানারোহণ wishes লাভ, হয়, এখং সমুদ্রযাপ্রান্বীকার fer দ্বার! 
গ্রভৃতি তীর্থ পর্যটন অসম্ভব ঝলিয়া সমুদ্রধানাঁরোহণ দ্বারকা গ্রতূত্তি তীর্থ 
যাত্রার सक्तौ হইয়াও তাঁৎপর্ধ্যতঃ লাভ হুইয়াছে। 

, অতএব উক্ত প্রকার জমুদ্রযানারোহ্থ,ধর্শরূপে নির্দিষ্ট থাঁকাঁয় कणि- 
যুগে নিষিদ্ধ হইয়াছে) কারণ বৃহম্লারদীয় বচনে वक्रय কমওলু, ধারণাদির 
সহিত একযোগে নির্দিষ্ট থাকায় ধর্মরূপ সমুদ্রযাত্রাশ্বীকারই নিষিদ্ধ went 
Shel wit কমগুলু ধাঁরণদির সহিত একযোগে নির্দিষ্ট অমুদ্রযাত্রা- 
স্বীকারের ধর্মরূপতাঁর প্রতি ste আছে। (« প্রায়েণ সমানরাপাঃ সহচর! 
wate”) (একযোগে নির্দিষ্ট বিধানগুপির প্রয়োগে তুল্যরূপ হয়) উক্ত 
मोखा ইহাঁও প্রতিপাঁদিত হইয়াছে ध्य, বৃহম্লারদীয় ধচনে "भूमयो 
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Hota ° भटे পাঠ রখুননদন ও শীধবাচাধ্য প্রভৃতি বহু দিবদ্বরটয়িতাঁর 
wafers হওয়ায় fits ,“ অমুদ্রধাতৃঃ Fete? এইবপ পাঁঠ 
SAT করা भर्व डीव সু ও অনুক্ঠি্ধ, কারণ এইদপ পাঠ SHAT 
করিলে সমুদ্র atatcatfeacas স্বীকার রূপ ব্যবহ।র। কোনও রূপ ধর্ম না 
হওয়ায় শেষোক্ত “Baty ety’ (এই সকল ধর্ম) এইকপ নির্দেশ অযু 
হইয়া! পড়ে। অতএব He সমুত্র steal শ্বীকাঁরই নিষিদ্ধ, বাণিজ্য এবং 
রাজাজাদি निभि সমুদ্রঘাত্রী কুতরাপি নিষিদ্ধ নহে, কিন্তু তৎকাঁলে 
যেচ্ছাদির সহিত woes maf এবং सक्ता कनका করিলে তৎপাঁপ- 
_পরিহাবার্থ প্রাক্ষপ্চিত্ত করিলেও অব্যবহাঁধ্যত দ্বিজাঁতিগণের থাকিবে, 
ইহাই, “am alg নৌযাঁতুঃ শোধিত স্যাপি সংগ্রহঃ”। এই আদিত্য 
HICH SE বনের তাৎপর্য্য। 

“অভিলাষানুম।রে পাপাহষ্ঠ।ন করিয়! প্রায়শ্চিত্ত sacs खद्दर 
থাকিবে” এই यादना বচনে পাঁতকবিশেষে কৃতপ্রায়শ্চিত্তের * অব্যব- 
atte অভিহিত আছে, তাঁহার সমান স্থল বলিয়া,এ স্থলেও প্রায়চ্চিত্ 
করিলেও অব্যবহাধ্যতা থাকিবে, ইহাই যুক্তিযুক্ত । সমুদ্র নৌকা গমন 
কালে সন্ধাবন্দনাঁদি এবং প্লেচ্জাদদির সহিত গুরুতর সংদর্গনা করিগে 
(প্রায়স্চিত্বজ্ঞাপক tte নাই বলিয়া) অব্যবহার্যতহয় না। এবং প্রায় 
শ্চিত্বাচরণ ও হয় না। এ বিষয়ে আ'রও প্রমাণ afte হইতেছে,_যথা, 
“যে কোনও স্থানে afer wet গ্রাতিপাপন করতঃ सहका 
করিবে ইহাই ধর্মের নিশ্চয়” of whe বচনাছপারে যে কোনও খানে 
থাকিয়া স্বধর্মাস্ুষ্ঠান করিলে পাঁতকী হইবে লা, Sete প্রতিপাদিত হইয়াছে। 
অতএব कतय বাণিজ্যাদি শিমিত্ত সমুদ্রযান গশনে শিষ্টাচারও দেখা 
যাইতেছে। যথা রত্বাবলী নাটকে বতসর।জার অমাত্য যৌগন্ধরায়ণ ও 
বাভ্রব্যের যুদ্ধেধ নিমিত্ত পাজাজ্ঞানহুধারে লমুদ্রযানারোহণ এবং ভাষা চণ্ডী 
পুস্তকে শ্রীমস্ত নামক বণিকের এবং তাহার পিতাঁর এই বঙ্গদেশ হইতে 
সিংহলে গমন। Seat উক্ত গমন নিন্দিত ছিল না, aft @ এ arty 
নিন্দিত হইত, তাহা হইলে তাঁহারা শিষ্ট হইয়। কখনও এরূপ গর্হিত অশিষ্টা- 
bay করিতেন না । তন্নিমিত্তই বর্তমাঁন সময়েও Bete শিষ্টগণ বাণি- 
जरित्र নিমিত্ত সিংহলাদি গমনাছষ্ঠান করিয়া থাঁকেন। অতএব गरू 
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যানারোহণ মাত্রই নিথিদ্ধ এইটী সম্পূর্ণ অলীক ater) অতএব ধর্শের * 
নিমিত্ত সমুদ্র যান গমনই কল্যি্গ নিষিদ্ধ এবং সেই গমন সময়ে যদি 
নেছার সহিত গুরুতর সংসর্ণ হয় ও সব্ধযীধন্দনদি তাগ করে, তাহা 
হইলেই দ্বিজাতিগণের শ্রায়শ্চিত্ত করিলেও অবাবহাঁধ্যতা হইবে, किड्‌ 
শূদ্রাদির ব্যবহীধ্যতাই থাকিবে। কারণ পদ্দিজস্যান্ধৌ তু (नोय वदेशे 
নির্দিষ্ট আছে। যদি শূৃদ্রদিগেরও অব্যবহথাধর্যত! হইত,তাহা হইলে “cate 
म्रौ তু” এইরূপই নির্দিষ্ট থাকিত। এই টুকু ব্রাহ্মণ, ক্ষত্রিয়, বৈশ্য 
অপেক্ষা শৃত্রদিগের বিশে । এই यर्किकि९ মাত্র প্রদর্শিত হইল । 

এবিষয়ে যদি কেহ বিপক্ষ পক্ষ সমর্থন করতঃ প্রমাণ খুক্তি প্রভৃতি সংগ্রহ 
করেন, তাহা হইলে দৃঢ়তর প্রমাঁণ দেখাইয়া! তাঁহাদিগের মত নিরাঁকরণ 
করতঃ স্বপক্ষ স্থির করিব । অধিক বিস্তার কর! ব্যর্থ শুভমস্ত। শিবম্‌। 


কলিকাতা । 
রাঁজকীয় সংস্কৃত বিদ্যামন্দিরাঁধাঁপকস্য 


শ্রীতাঁরানাথ তর্কবা1চস্পতেঃ ^“ 
WATS ১৯২৮। 


OPINIONS OF MEN OF LIGHT AND LEADING. 


Roy Bankim Ohunder Chatterji Bahadoor, ©, 2 B, haa, in the followin g 
latter expressed his views regarding the movemant 
To” 
Manaras-Koumar 
BINOY ERISHNA DEB BAHADUR, 


Sir, 

Tam questions which you wish me to answor aro such as 
are best answered by professors of tho Dharma Sastras. 1 do 
not profess the Dharma Sastras, nor am I prepared to uuder- 
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stake the office of expounding them, But ¶ have no objection 
to offer a few® observations regarding the present agitation 
about sea-voyages by Hiwdus, 

Jn the first place, I do not believe that it is either possible 
or desirable to promote social reforms by invoking the authority 
of the Sastras. I had ta object on the same ground to tho late 
Jamented Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar’s proposals to suppress 
polygamy with the aid of the Sastras; and I have seen no 
ground since then to change my opinion.” This opinion I hold 
on two grounds. The first is, that Bengali society is governed 
not by the Sastras but by custom, It is true, that yery often: 
custom follows the Sastras ; but as often again custom con- 
flicts with the Sastras, When there is such a conflict custom 
carries the day, 


The second feason for my opinion is that if society were 
everywhere governed by the Susiras, it is doubtful whether 
the “result will be social welfare, You seek to collect the 
behests of the Sastras, regarding sea-voyages, and to induce 
society to follow them ;—~are you prepayed to induce society 
to be guided by the Saséras on all other matters as well? 009 
of the precepts of the Dharma Sastras is, that it is the duty of 
the sudras to perfowme ménigl offices for the Brahmans and 
other superior castes 7৮00 the 81768 of Bengal follow the 
precept ? ˆ The sastras are not a guide here, Aro any of you 
prepared to enforce this preoopt? Do you think that any 
endeavours to enforce it will succeed p Willa Sudra-Judge 
of the High-Court leave the bench or will thd prosperous 
Sudra Zemindur leave the Zemindav’s soat, to respectfully 
tend the feet of the Brahman manufacturer of eatables? By 
no means, Bengali society obeys a portion of the Dharma 
Sastras nocording to its necessities, The rest it has cast off 
bocanse of its necessities. The same feeling of necessity 
may induce ib cast off what still remains, What good then 
there is in seeking to ascertain the commands of the Dhayma 


Sasbras ? 
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My own conviction is that it is impossible to carryout 
social reformation regarding any particular practice, merely 
on the strength of tho Sastras without religious and moral 
regeneration along the whole line. This I have tried to 
explain at length in my work on Krisna-Ohariira, I have al- 
ready stated that society here is governed by custom, nob 
by the Sastras. Reforms in custom can be achieved only when 
there 18 an advance in region and morals along 01191717019 
line, The present agitation is the outcome of the advance 
that has already takén place, As society advances gradually in 
religion and morals, the objections against sea-voyages will dis- 
appear, or if any opposition should still continue to exist, it 
would be powerless. But so long as the full measure of 
advance is not attained, so long it will be impossible to make 
sea-voyages acceptable to society, 


But it has also to be observed that none of us are aware 
of the exact to measure of opposition which exists in Bempali 
society towards gsea-voyages, I see that whoever commands 
the necessary meang and is otherwise favourably ciroum- 
stanced, does proceed to Europe when willing ০ 0০ ६०, I 
have not come across a single instance in which the journey 
to Hurope was abandoned out of rgapect to the authority of 
the Sastras. But Iam also bound to admit that most of those 
who return from Hurope wemain ontside the palo of Hindu 
society, It 28 a question whether tho fault lies with them, or 
with Hindu society, On their return to this country they 
volunteerly keep away from Bengali society by adopting 
Buropean habits and customs. ‘They separate themselves 
from us by adopting foreign costumes, foreign habits of 
living, and foreign usages. Those who on their retarn from 
Hurope did not adopt this course have in many instances bean 
re-admjtted into Himdu society. If gentlemen returning trom 
004 did generally resume habits and usagos conformable 
to Hindu society, it is impossible to say that they would be 
ag a body leff outside ita predinots, 
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Lastly, I have to point ous that before déciding tha quéstion 
88 to whether sta-voyages afe in conformity to the Dhamma 
Sastras of the Hindus, is necessiry to decide whether it 18 
not in conformity to Dharma (religion) itsolf. Must we reject 
that which is contormable to religion but opposed to the 
Dharma Sastras, merely because it is opposed to the Dharma 
Sastras ? Many will say that alone which is conformable to 
the Hindu Dharma Sastras is religion ; and that which is not 
conformable to them is irreligion, I am not prepared’ td 
admit this. None of the older sacred hooks of Hindus say 
so, Krishna in the Mah4bhdérata gays,—-‘ Dharma is 80 called 
because it holds all, Know that for certain to be Dharma, 
which contributes to the general welfare.” (Karna parvan. 
59, Lxix.) 


If the MahAbh4rata is not guilty of a falsehood, if he whom 
the Hindus worship as the Divine Incarnatign is not guilty of 
falsSttood, then that which is for the general welfare is 
religious. Now, are sea-voyages for the general welfare of 
not ? If they are, why should they be opposed because they 
do not happen to be encouragod by the Smritis ? 


I venture to thinle that, Hinduism is not exclusively ootfined 
within the Dharma Sastras, HinQuism is Catholic in its 86676; 
In tho hands of the saintly anthoms of the Smritis, especially 
in those of the modern Raghnnandana and others like 3007) it 
has shrank into narrowness, But the Hindu religion कै 
the creation of the Smdrta sages The Hindu 29118045৮8৭" 
tional and existed before them, It is nothing unlikely therefore 
that there should be occasional conflict between the traditional 
feligion and the Dharma Sastras. Wheréd we find such a 
conflieb, we ought to prefer to follow the traditional religion. 
I do not admit the existence of any conflict between religion 
and the Hindu religion. If such a conflict oxisted there would 
be nothing in the Hindu religion to be proud of, If such & 
conflict existed it would not be entitled to its name éfthe 
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Hternal Religion, ‘No such conflict exists, Sea-voyages are 
conformable to religion because ‘they tend fo the general 
good. Therefore, whate¥er the Dharma Sastras may say, इ 
voyages are conformable to the Hindu rehgion, 


27th July, 1892, (Sd.) ^+ परह्य (ण्या Caarrarsax, 





0০7, Andagh, the private searetary to His Excellency the viceroy, has written 
the following letter to Baboo Kiran Chunder Roy Zemindar of 791 
on the sulyect of Sea~Voyages among the Hindua 


Privarn 90087018358 Orrron, 
Govurnueunt Hoven. 
Oaleutia, 8rd January, 1892, 
Dear’ থা 


Accept my thanks for your good wishes, The pamphlef 
on the subject of Sea-Voyages among the Hindus appears 
to me to be deserving of wide publicity, It is obviously de 
sirable that it should be generally known that ominent Pundits 
have pronounced Sea-Voyages to bq, gonsonant with the 
Shastras. I heartily wish sucgess to the movement, 


Yours vory traly, 
J, 0. ARDAGH, 
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Sir Alewander Miller, the Legal Member of the Vtosregat Counetl, has ad- 
dressad to Makaras Kumar Benoy Krishna Bahadur i— 


SiMnA. 
1774 1892. 


My Deas Manaras Kumar, 

T have not until now had an opportunity of reading 087 
fully the pamphlet you were kind enough to send me about | 
Sea-voyages by Hindus. You will not expect me to giveany 
opinion upon the interpretation of thé Shastras, a question 
upon which I am quite incompetent ti speak; but I am sure 
that if any means can be found to reconcile the orthodox 
Hindus to voyages to Europe, and specially to England, it will 
be of the greatest service to this country, 


At the same time I entirely agree with what you 8४५ in 
your opening speech upon that occasion that any reform in 
001৫8195692) to be useful, “must be based upon the lines of the 
Hindu method.” ‘Whatever may be the case as regards 
political reform—and even there I am, not sanguine of the 
result, if they come altogether from without—~I am clear that 
social reform must come entirely from within, and must be in 
accordance with the feeling of the society, or they will be, 
if nob a dead letter, a hindrayoe to progress, I agree also 
thoroughly with the lecturer ৮1168 he says that Hindoo society, 
like overy other living organization, has undergone, and is 
daily undergoing, change; but it must be recollected that, 
४8 in the natural body, so in the body of society, such change’ 
must be in itself indefinitely small, and must be assimilated 
thoroughly before the next takes place. Too great changes, 
and too rapid changes, only produce disease. I hope the 
movement in favour of this partioular change will grow and 
prosper, I am sure it would be very useful to English publio 
opinion if they saw more of Hindoo gentlemen, The Hnglish 
idea of a Hindoo is too frequently taken from some Bearer or 
Ayah, who has accompanied his or her employer to -Hngland, 
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and even the young men who come over to read for the bat or 
at the Universities, do not mix enough with Dnglish gentle- 

en to affect the feeling of society there, This is partly from 
their being so few in number, and partly nlso, no doubt, 
from the difficulties of language, which induce them to 
stick a good deal together, I find the same thing, in the 
opposite direction, when I am one of three or four Huropeana 
ina company of Hindoos, 


But unless the movement is supported by men not only । 
of high rank but also of the very highest casto, two things 
which १० १०४ always go together, it will not succeed, A man 
must feel that when he returns from such a voyage he will be 
welcomed by his compeers in both respects, and neither | 
out of fhe religious ceremonies of his caste, nor looked ‘aa 
as an inferior by his social equals, otherwise the right men, 
men vf social and racial importance, will not have sufficient 
inducement to cause them to take the lead ; and withoutthom, 
in so thoroughly aristocratic a society as the Hindoos, success 
is impracticable, 


My dear Maharaj Kumar, 
Pon 
Yours very Sinceroly, 


ALDXANDDR 00070, 


( 22 ) 
e 
৬2400 Jogendra Ohundra Ghosh of Khiddirpur haa*wrtiten the following 4৮ 


8৮84 Manat Roan, 
Garden Reach, Qaleutta. 


My 1214६ 1147844 Kumar, 


I have received the pamphlet which you have been kind 
enough to send to me. 


Believe me I appreciate your movement very highly. I 
look upon it in this light :— 

We Hindus are subject to (1) a temporal power in those 
who were ance our Kings and are now in your unfortunate 
position of titular Rajas, and (2) the spiritual power of 
Brahmans. The temporal power stands diserganized by having 
been transferred to Masalmans and still more go by the 
sovereignty of a Protestant power with whom the Arch- 
01516 (of canterbury ) is subordinate to the King. With us 
the spiritual power ever ৪1009 the time of Parasuram have 
abdicated all temporal authority ; and+the temporal power 
have put themselves, ever since the time of Ramchandra of 
Oude, under spiritual authority. 


Our Brahmang have had in, addition to the well-known 
functions I, যাঁজন, অধ্যাপন, etfeete, Il, যজন, অধায়ন, पनि the 
one of মন্ত্রণা, The last named function was exercised formerly 
in various ways. But atthe present time we have 9 classes 
of Brahmans 1. Lay Brahmans from the High-Qourt judge to 
your Brahman cook. They are no longer priests bub thei’ 
children may any time return to the office, 2, Gurus, Purohitte 
and Pujaris of no Sanskrit knowledge and 8, the Adhyapak 
class, Itis this last named class who are now the support of 
Brahmanism. You have collected a mags of opinions from them 
on the sea-voyage question, But the Adhyapake must ba 
allowed to pronounce upon the subject at a সভা on such 00৫8 
sion as यक्‌ or other, when they are called*together मद्वत $ 
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And then their’opinions will pass on to the caste-men of क 
कर्मकरी through their rts, গৌগ্ঠীগতি or রাজী whatever the 
name may be. You hold that important position, You must 
slowly and quietly seoure adhesions. And then when the 
fitting ‘time comes, the decision should be enforced by taking 
into samaj some of those who huve made sea-voyages. 


I think you will not take it amiss that I have writton ab 
this length. You wanted me to write anessay, But the 
question is one of pare deliberation. Agitation is a foreign 
instrument and must pe suited to our national ways. 


With kindest regards 


July 8, 1892, I remain, 
Yours Sincerely 


JogenpRA CHANDRA GHOSH, 





The following is a copy of ৫ letier from Babu Kally Prosunno Ghosh, on 
enlightened member of the Pathwraghata Ghose family, to an advooute 
of the movement, 


Sovloiaan Srruwr, 
llth October, 1892, 


My par 819, 

I am in receipt of your very kind letter of yesterday, 
I really do not know how to thank you sufficiontly for the 
very kind opinion you entortain of me. I know it is due to 
the partiality of a kind friond rather than anything in me to 
deserve it, As regards the sea-voyage question, set in by the 
Sobha-Bazar Raj family, I am fully seusible of the immense 
advahtage our countrymen will reap if they oan break throught 
the barriérs in its way: Bat we shall have to proceod with 
great care and pradenod.” We must act in harmony with the 
true spirit of our Shastrad 8088 nob to unloose the very bond, | 


i 
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which binds our society. ,Jt has been a matter for congra- 
tulation that the eminent Pundits of the day have intorpreted 
our Shastras in favour of the movoment. I am sorry, my 
present ill-health prevents me from attending the Provincial 
Conference, proposed to be held on Thursday next, although 
my naturally reserved’ disposition generally keeps me back 
from attending meetings of any sort, But I can assure you 
that the movement has my hearty sympathy, and though I aw 
unable to attend the meeting in person, I am with you all in 
spirit. 


Trusting this will find you quite hale and hearty; and offer: 
ing you my most heartfelt greetings of Bijoya in return. 
gy 7 g 


I remain, yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) Kany Prosunno 0৩৪, 





Baboo Surendra Nath Pal Chowdhury an enlightened Zemindar of Rana- 
ghat evpressed his opinions in the following letter, 


‘Rayaenar, 
The 25th December, 1891, 


{0414 Kumar? 

BENOY KRISNA BATADUR. 
Duar 98) 

Personally I have full sympathy with the question of 
Sea-Voyage—taken according to Hindu orthodox usage. I, 
shall try my best to consult Brhamin Pundits of our cotntry, 
and ask them to give ont the true version of onr Hindu 
shastras on the question. My conviction is that no right- 
thinking man will hesitate to further the cause, ] shall 
correspond with you now and then what can I do to help you 
in the matter, 


१ 


Yours Sincerely, 
ভি মম Nara Pan छठ कषक 
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The Howble Moharaja “Bahadur Jogadindra Nath Roy of 40079) writes wm 
the following io Mahuraj-Kumar Mnaya Krishna Bahadur of the 
Shobhabaaur Raj famaly of tho subject of Sea-voyage amongat the 


Hindus, 
No, 85, ৬ম এ10ম Srruxry 


16--2-94 


My Dear Kumar Banapve, 

J desire to express my cordial sympathy with the sea- 
voyage movement, , It is impossible for me to pronounce an 
opinion upon the religions aspect of the questien without 
60280161060 Pundits, But regarding it merely from the 
point of view of the good which it is likely to do I have no 
hesitation in saying that the movement is calculated to further 
commerce, stimulate education and contribute largely to the 
material®prosperity “and the intellectual advancement of the 
country. 

Yours truly, 
(Sd.) Jacapinpra Nasm Roy, 





Sir Richard Garth the late Chief Justice of the Ouleutta High Court, 
writes the following letter to (71114111 Bonoy Krishno Ded 


Bahadoor, 


108 Sir, 

Pray accept my best thanks for the Report of the proceed- 
ings at the Sobha-Bazar Meeting in favour of the Sea-Voyage 
‘thovement—) have read it with the greatest interest, 

You may be assured, that there are few old Indians who are 
more zealous in the cause of Indian roform than ] am; and 
although I cannot do much to help you, and my ideas of what 
are useful and necessary reforms are not always in accordance 
with those of your more advanced liberals, there are 80079 
points upon which 9:19 heartily agreed, and as to whioh I 
would gladly do all I can to lend you a helping hand, 


4 
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The object of your present movement is one which has 
my warmest sympathy, I confess व never conld see the reason 
or good sense of the restriction, which you are anxious to 
abolish—-I have talked to Hindu gentlemen about ib oyer and 
over again, and I must say, I never found one, who could give 
me any sensible explanation of itb—I do not presume to ques- 
tion the anthovity of any of your learned Pundits ; and I can 
quite understand, that there may be some weight in what fell 
from Babu Janoki Nath Bhattacharjya, that you cannot always 
interpret the Shasters from rationalistic or utiliterian reason- 
ing, But I think that learned gentleman would hardly like to 
admit that the Shasters are mere arbitrary rules, founded 
upon no good principle of reason, or religion, or morality ; 
and it may be, that there were good reasous for the restric- 
tion in former days, which have long sind® ceased to exist, 


Thore can hardly be a doubt, especially after the experi« 
encgof the last few years, that young Indian gontlemen do 
derive vory great advantages from visiting Wngland and other 
foreign countries ; and it seems hard, that they should be 
deprived of those advantages, unless there is some cogent 
reason in favour of tho deprivation. ^ 

For myself, T wish wiih all my heart that I could see your 
countrymon relieved not only from this, but from many other 
restrictions 00000000 with caste, which seom to me to have 
retarded {07 years past not only their social advancement, bat 
their greatness and prosperity asa nation. I should like to 
see India what it ought to be ;—a hive of industry ;-~a mine 
of woalth ; and a garden of prosperity. 

Providence has been very bountiful to you, You have far 
greater advantages than we have in Hngland. You have within 
your own borders everything that you can want, for food 
clothing and comfort ; and even for wealth and luxury, You 
have rice and corn stuffs far more than you require; an abun- 
dance of fish, flesh and fruit; tea, 00298, sugar and tobacoo ; 
silk, wool, and cotton; mines and mihorals—~wood and coal ; 
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and above all, you can commandany amount of labour, at & 
price infinitely lower than we have to pay in Wifgland 

What you want, my good friends, is the spirit and enter- 
prise and knowledge to utilize and appropriate all those bleas- 
ings, and turn them to your own advantage, But to do this, you 
[0090 take a lesson from Huropean nitions. Do’nt allow tho 
foreigners to rob you of your birth righis, Throw off such of 
your restrictions, as are not founded on religion or reason or 
morality. Study that invaluable book, Smiles’ Self-help, Take 
a lesson from English enterprise and detormination, and you 
will he a great people! 


Very truly yours 
RICHARD GARTH. 


P.S. I need hardly add, that I hope you will submit my 
letter to your friends, (and my friends, for Tam glad to rocog- 
nize many many as such) at the Sobha-Bazar Meeting wish 
tha movement every success and I hope you will make any use 
you please of this letter, 


We the undersigned having consulted learned Pa 
‘and ascertained the sense of the Shastras and the practices 
Yof'the ancient Hindus are of opinion that a journey ton 

foreign country by soa and residence therein, if conducted in 
accordance with Hindu usages, do not involve the 1088 of 
caste,” 


Moharaja Sir Narendra Krishna Deb Bahaduy, x,0 1.0. Shovabazar, Cal. 
Raja Rajendra Narain Deb Bahadwy » do 

Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, Kt, Bhotwanipar, 

Raja Govindo Lall Roy Bakadur, Rongpur, 

Kumar Rameswar Mallia, Searsole, 


9) 


” 
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Baboo Annada Prosanna saps ke Zeminder, Goburdanga. 


Obhoy Charan Guho, Calcutta. 
Gopal Lal Mitter, Vice-ChaixrtnfieCaleutta Municipality, 


Kumar Manmatho Nath Mitter, Jhamapukur, Caleutta. 
Baboo Hem Chander Banerji, Govt. Pleader High Court, Calontta, 


” 


” 


Kally Prasanna Ghoso, Simla, Caloutta, 

Mohini Mohun Roy, Pleader Tigh Court, Calcutta, 

Ramani Kanta Roy, Zeminder Rajshahi. 

Jogandra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, Zeminder, Mymensing. 
Harendra Narain Acharjya Chowdhury, do, do, « 
Kiran Chunder Roy, Zeminder, Naral. ^ 

Grindva Nath Bhose, Thanthauia, Caloutta. 

Kally Prosanna Dutt, VakilyHigh Court, Calcutta, ৪ 

Bany Madhub Bose, Beailon Street, Caleutta. 

Kylas Chunder Mookerji Roy Bahadoor, Caleutta, 
Bissumbhur Moitry, Combuliatola, Calcutta, ° 

Nilambar Mookerji, Ex-Prime-minister, Kashmir, 

Mokhoda Das Mitter, Beneras. 

Prya Nath Palit, Dingabhanga, Calcutta, 

Norendra Nath Sen, Editor “Indian Mirror” 

Girindra Kumay Dutt of the Hatkhola Dutt-family, Caloutta, 
Mati Lal Ghose, Editor “Amritabazar Patrica,” 

Kisory Lal Gosain, Zeminder, Serampur. 

Dherendra Nath Dutt, Hatibagan, Caleutta, 

Hem Chunder Mukorji, Zomindexr Jonai, Chorebagan ,Caloutta, 
Rai Jotindva Nath Chowdhry, M. 4, ०, ८) Zominder, Taki, 
Roma Nath Dutt of the Hatkhola Dutt-family, Calcutta, 
Nobogopal Mitter, Editor “Niftional Paper.” 


Dy, Omesh Chunder Mitter, 
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Surjes Kumar Sarbadhikary. 


Babu Ambica Charan Banerji, Bowbazar Calcutta, 

Raja Poornendu Deb Roy Mohashoy, Zemindar, Bansberia, 
Babu Govinda Gopal Ghose, Jajan, Moorsheedabad, 

Pundit Nemye Charun Siromoni. 

Babu Achinta Nath Chackravarti, Bansberia, 


Harihur Ghose, Shibpur. 

Benode Behari Ghose, do, 

Keshub Lal Hazra, do, 
Kalipado Roy. १०. 

Abhoy Kumar Roy. do. 
Punchanan Dass, Gobra, Burdwan, 
Ashutosh Ghose, do. 
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Babu Lalit Mohun Dags, Burdwan. 
Shoshi Bhusan Sinha, Juggernathpur, Nuddia. 
Gagun Chandra 908 Bohoran, Moorsheedabad. 
$ Mohun Lal Roy. do. 
9 ০9100 Chandra Sinha, Joleool, Hughli. 
3) Jotindra Nath Ghose, Baishnabtolla,.Burdwan, 
» Kissori Mohun Sinha, Calcutta, ९ 
ॐ Bhupendra Narayan Ghose, Kulai, Burdwan, 
+ Norendra Nath Ghose, Bansberia. 
* ১১. Gopendra Nath 610१6 00. ६ 
9 Brojendra Kurfiar Hazra, Bally. 
» Troilokhya Nath Sinha, Bhantua, 
$ Chasu Chandra Sinha, Raipur, Beerbhoom, 
9 Ashutosh Ghose do, 
+ Dharmodas Roy, Patuli, Burdwan. 
» Nobin Chundra Roy, Rajhat, Hughly. 


” 
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» Mothurapati Rey. do. 
» Gouri Kanto Sinha. do, 
»" Kanti Chandra Roy. do. 
+ Troilokhyo Nath Ghose, do. 
» Siddeswar Ghose, do. 
» Jotindra Lall Sinha, do. 

Gixindra Chandra Das, do. 
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9 Savendra Nath Ghose, Bally, 
+ Bhupati Nath Chatterji, z..a, Bansberia, 


» Rutnesswar Chackravarti प्रण 
» 100 Narayan Bhattacharji, do. 
» Girish Chundra परव, ल do. 
» Woomesh Chandra Mukerji, do. 
» Behari Lal Ghosal. do, 
ॐ Chundra Nath Mukerji. 9০, 
৯0১০০ Nath Banerji. do, 
» Upendra Nath Banerji, do, 


» Aghore Nath Sinha, Bhatuah. 
3 Golock Chandra Ray Mohashoy, Rajhat 
» Gopal Chandra Ray Mohashoy १०, 


» Hari Mohon Gangooly. Bansberia, 
» Sarat Nath Mukerji, २, a. do, 
» Gati Nath Mukerji. do, 
+ Monmotha Nath Chatterji. do, 
» Promotha Nath Mukerji. १०, 


» vogendra Nath Bhattacharji. do, 
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Babu Moti Lal Coomar, Khaméypara, 
5 0৮100 Nath Nundy, Shahagunge 
» Nikunja Behari De §. 


Sarat Chandra Bannerji. do. 
% Chandi Charun Ghattak, do. 
y Tarak Nath Palit, र do. 
+ Debendra Nath Bhattacharji, do. 
+» dJogobundhu Mukerji. do 
» Surendra Chandra Dhattachargi. do, 
» HaviNath Pal, , do. 
» Narendra Nath Bhattacharji. do. 
५ Nobin Chandra Banerji, do, 
» Gora Chand Chackraburty, , do. 
9 Rakhal Das Chuckrabarty, do. 
9 Ramrokha Sinha. do. 
» Sasi Bhusan Dobay. do, 
% Poresh Nath Sinha. do. 
» Sarat Chandra Chattorji. do, 


» Kedar Nath Ghosh, Hugli. 
শট Ashini Kumar Mullik, १०. 
ঠ Peary Mohon Roy, do. 
+ Ashntosh Dutt. do. 
» Satish Chandra Bannerji. do. 
» Bama Charan Mullik. do. 
ॐ Bivendra Lall Chowdhury, १०. 
ॐ Gocool ChandratMORY. १०. 
» Susil Chandra De Neogy, १०, 


9 Sontosh Kumar De, doy 
$ Neel Behari Pyne, do. 
3 Suvendra Nath Dass. do, 


» Shib Chandra Mullik, do. 

+ Satish Chandra Gupta, do. 

$ Norendra Nath Ghosh, do. 

» Roma Nath Mitra. do, 

» Provanjan Basu do. 

9 Surendra Nath Mozoomdar, 

» Hari Das Chatlerji, Garifla. 

3 Kali Prasanno Mukerji, Chinsywah. 

» Shama Charun Bhatiacharji, Bansheria, 


Nearly two hundred heads of orthodox families round 
about Bansberia have signed the statement, 
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Babu Debendya Kishore Acharjya Ghowdhury, Zemind ev, Mymensing. ~ 
+ Horihor Mukerji, Govt. Pleader Bankura, 

+ Kuloda Prosad 111 80 do, 

> Ganendva Mohan Goswami, Sonth Barrackpur, 

»* Pramatha Nath Mukerji, late Sub-Judge, 0০, 


‰ dJogendro Nath Mukerjo¢, पर्श, do, 
१ Madhub Chandra Mukerjoe. do. 
সস Nilkanta Mukerjee. do. 
+ MBhaba Nath Banerjee, do. 
» Jadu Nath Mukerjea do, 


» Kasori Mohan*Gossain, Serampur, 
» Umesh Chunder Chuckrabarti, Munsiff, Seramput, 


Rai Kedar Nath Chatte:jea Bahadur, do, 
Babu Kedar Nath Chatterjee, Senior Govt, Pleader, do, 
» Abinas Chandra Mitier, Sub-Registrar. do. 
» Bhag&wan Chandra Gossami, do. 
»n Akhoy KumarRoy Chowdhry, do. 
» Moti Lal Mukerjee, do, 
se Mahendra Chandra Lahiri. do. 
» Akhoy Kumar Bhattacharjee, do. 
» Nando Lal Lahiri, ৭০, 
4 Nundo Lal Gosaain. १०, 
» Gopal Ohundva Gossain. 0০, 
५ Mohesh Chandra Lahiri, do, 
» Jivan Krisna Gossain. do, 
ॐ Nilvatan Roy Choudhury, do 
» Behari Lal Sanyal, do, 
» Becharam Gossnin. do. 
» Gopendra Kumar Chatterjee, do, 
» Debendra Chandra Ghose, 3,4, Bhowsanipur. 
» Priyanath Mullick, do. 
» Ashutosh Biswas, क, A, ए, 1, do. 
+ Atul Chandra Mukhorjea. do. 
» Kanti Chandra Mukherjea, र, x, do. 
3 Sasi Bhusan Banerjea, 3, A. do, 
» Chandra Bhusan Banerjea 7. 1, do. 
» Hemendra Nath Mitra, अ, A, BL. do, 
» Nogendra Nath Mitra. do, 
ॐ Ashutosh Mukerjea, m, ^, 8, 1, do. 
» Surendra Nath Deb, Zemindar, do. 


» Ambika Charan Mitra, Zemindar, do, 
» Adya Nath 3980) x, 1 8, do, 
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Kumar Dakhineswar Mallia, Sgarsole, 
» Pramath® Nath Mallia. — do. 
Babu Jnanendra Lal Dutt, Betalbon. । 
» Chakan Lal Roy, Zeminder, Chakdighi, 


^) Soshi Bhusan Roy. do. 
3 Binode Behari Sinha Roy, do. 
ॐ Shama Churan Ghosh, do, 
» Hrdya Nath Chuckrabutty. १०. 
9 Ram Krisno Basu. do. 
» Promatha Nath Roy. do. 
4 Ram Sudhya Bidyabhusan. do. 
ॐ Rojoni Lal Roy. do, 
» Amrito Lal Sing Roy. da 
» Bonomali Bhattacheryji, do, 
» Jugal Kissore Sing Roy. do 


Purnendra Narayan Sinha, Bankipore. 
Mohini Mohan Chackrabarti, Pubna, 
Jagendra Nath Mukerjee, Parnea, 


Kumar Raj Narain Chaudhury, Babu Hemendra Lal Goiwamy, 
Narain Ohandra Teyari, Bechoo Lall Patak, Nil Money Arbaju, Kartik 
Lal Arbaju, Bepin Behari Mitlter, Ganga Das Chuchravérti of Buanil, 
Mohesh Chuuder Noogi of Debanibas, Umachurn Dutt, Mymensingh, 
Krishna Lall Mozamdar, Uari Nath Cundu, Mathura Nath Roy Vhow- 
dhury, Chandra Nath Dey, Surjye Kumar Vass, Bhola Nath Mitlor 
Hara Kumar Chatterji, 4879) Nath Chakrabarti, Babu Aghore Nath 
Sannyal of Kulgachi, Hari "Das Ghosh of Belur, Abinash Chunder 
Ganguly, Ram Cumar Ghose, Nabokishore Kavmakor, Muktear, Kailash 
Chunder Karmokar, Muktear, Rafh Kishoré De, Brajendra Cumar 
Mukerji, Babus Madon Mohan De, Behari Tall Biswas, Nobin Chunder 
Bose of Nasivabad, Gyanendra Nath Guho, Surendra Nath Roy, Satipore, 
Kaghi Nath 01001000586 Bansi Nath Pal, Gajeudra Narain Daag, Raghs 
Behari Ghose, Bidu Nath Guho, Dwarka Nath Banerji and Aswini Cumapv , 


Banerji. 
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The: Vice-Chancellor Hon’blé Justice Guyudass Banerji, 
referred in his speech gt, he convocation to the question of 
Sea-voyages among Hindoos, ‘ He said :— ৮ 

“Te movement recently set on foot to reconcile sea-voyngesewith 
Hindoo orthodoxy may, if it succeeds, stimulate commercial activily and 
enterprise, and thereby open out frosh fields of , employment for our 
educated young men.” 


Dewan Bahadur‘ Raghunath Rao thus writes on the 
question of Sea-Voyages :— 

“With reference to the letter of “A Brahmin” on sea-voyages, pub- 
lished in your igsue of the 12th inaltant, my opinion is that according to 
the fundamental principles of the Vedic Aryan Religion travels to 
countries এ 80818 yo sin. -The prescribed duties by the Shastor, 
he 98110] give up wherever he may go. The duties consist of what he 
should not १०. So I8ng as he discharges his duties, it is immaterial where 
he is, The discharge of these duties creates neither Pooniam nor Papam 
1 do not know what are the exact English words to these two Sanskrit 
words. The aforesaid duties command us to love and worship God by 
treating His creatures like ourselves, and not to injure ourselves or our 
neighbours by using prohibited food and dyink, and by being selfish at our 
neighbour's expense, An Aryan is atated i phe Grecian Histories to 
have followed Alexander the Great to countries boyond Bharatavarsha, 
lived there like an Aryan, and behaved like an Aryan.” 


(পিপি 


চিক Swami Alaram,—the great political Sanyast exprossed hig 
Gpinions in the Nagpur-Congress, He said :— 

“The 1088 of caste, consequent on a sea-voyage, is a puro misconcepsion, 
Sea-voyage is not an ekadasi fast that is broken by eating a grain of gram, 
There is no harm in 1৮ person cooking his own food and eating il anywhere. 
Here you drink water bronght to you through pipes, and there too you 
have todo the same, This in no way would take away your 09800, It is 
stated in Nannuck Chandrodaya that Guru Nannuck wont to Mocca for 
the people, still he did not lose his caste. How think you, thon, that you 
would lose it by undertuking ४ sea-voyage? Though sixty years old and 
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 # पाकं (hermy) still, if I be ‘live, certainly 1 would go to Englund, 
and with this viow I have commenced stwlyiyg English. That well-known 
Englishman, Mr, Bradlaugh, died while ‘labouring for your good, then 
don’t you feel ashamed in shrinking from visiling England, his birth-land 
his home, which hia death has hallowed, <A series of Congressos held in 
India would not be so effective in rousing public attention in Briiain as a 
single Congress in*London, Leb us, therefore, hold our Congreas in 
180. in London before the ৮1২৮০811011 of our Mother Empress Vigloria ands 
pray her to redeem those solemn and sacred pledges given by Parliament 
in 1883 and by 1702 Majosty herself in 1858,” 





The late lamented Moharaj-Kumar Nil Krisno Deb 
Bahadoor uttered ho following fow lines in thee2nd 08190 
Congross : 

“The cheers that you have accorded to the various speakers aro ৮ 
clear indication of your viows as Lo tho necessity of mission to Mngland, 
Inever could have thought that so many gentlemen would be required 
to aupporl this resolution, believing that you wonld at once adopt it when 
ib was proposed, We stand before tho British public as complainanta, 
and the Indian Governmont is the defendant, Tho Brilish Parliament 
should bo considered as 010 veal jury before whom wo ato to lay our 0080, 
Under tho eiveumstances त think itis only propor and necessary 000 wo 
should sond this our “proposed grand miasion to England as you have 
alvondy sent n fow individuals to feol yho way for them.” 





The late lamented Pandit Prauo Nath Sarwasati expressed 
his opmmions before tho Oongress Meoting held at Calcntiy, 
1890 त 


“Gentlemon, belonging as I do to A race whose limite ave the anow-clad 
Ifimalayas and tho dark wators of the ocean, and claiming 98 I do some 
acquaintance with our anciont Brahman literature. I 0০ traly testify 
that there ia nothifig in the tonols of our veligion which prohibits sea- 
voyages as 50४; that, I am confident, is tho botter opinion, and T can 
also testify, 48 boing in touch with tho true orthodox opinion in Uppor 
Todia, that if it should please tho country to endorao the mandate 
of the Congress, with regard to the mooting in London in 1802, which 
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I hope will be endorsed at 001 next Congxess meeting in India, and if you 
will take care to meet to the best of your power the spefial requitemonts 
of orthodox Iindu gentlem@neSind I have no doubt the best endeavours 
will be made—if these wants are mot I can assume you thove will be no 
difficulty, in getting representative orthodox Ilindu gentlomen from 
Uppor India to represent your country.” 





Baboo Bhupendra Nath Bosu, এ Ay DB. lay Attorney at-law 
thus said before the Nagpur Congress :— 


“We, in Bengal, have made up our minds, and found our men, 
Reverend Pwndits learned in the Shastras have pronounced that there is 
noharm नै) « sea-voyage. Long before the question of sea-voynges had 
become the burning question of the day, the only passage in the Shastrae, 
which the opponents of reform cited in support of their narrowminded 
views, Way interpreted gfor othe. purposes by tho late Pundit Tavnnath 
Tarka-Bachaspati, justly considered im his time the first gramimarian of 
India, end he said ৯70) nol sea-voyages, but the expiation of sina by 
drowning one-self in the sea was what was interdicted in the Kaliyuga. 
Through a wrong interpretation of one single passage in the Shastinas, we 
Hindus had been burning our widows for centuries, and through the 
wrong interpretation of another passage, we have shit thedoor on our 
progress, Woll, gentlemen, the question of sva-voyages,-fo fur as Bengal 
is concerned, has, thanks to tho energetic efforts Of Maharaj-Kumar 
Bonoy IKvishna, been practically sottled, auf “@vtholox Tindus, hoary 
with age, and of indisputable authority, dive pronounced themsolves in 
their favour, I have no doubt 0 other provineos of India will 
readily find mon to espouse our cande in England, The Cential Provinces 
have pronounced their verdict” My fiiond, Mr, Mudholkar, continues to 

@ the same respected meter of Hindu socivty as he was before he went 

England, at the mandate of the Congress and in obedionce to the call 

of duty,” 


Mr. Parthasaradhi Naidu from Madras spoke 60 the same 
effect, He said :— 


“I, however, think it reasonable that the arrangements of the 
London Qongresy should be suspended as signified in tho resolution in 
question. I consider the causes that have contributed to the suspension 
as Providential; for during the Lwo yonrs that will elapse, Pundity and 
others might thoroughly investigate the question of the feasibility ण 
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otherwise of sea-yoyaged, 80 thaf there might not be any persecution 
when the band of Congress Dolegates retuned from fingland. I have 
much pleasure in announcing the report fhat IL 11. the Maharajah of 
Mysore and 1118 Wighness the Rajuh of Bobbili aro contemplating visits 
to England, and that they have asked tho opinion of tha Pundits in 
Southern India and Bonareg on the question of sea-voyages. Lt 18 almost 
certain that the 1eqult of this investigation will be favourablo and hope 
therefore that Delegates from India will bo ablo to go ina hod} to 
England and present to the Britigh public their grievances in the moat 
right loyal manner possible 





We extract the following fow lines from the Report of 
the Siath National Social conference held in Allababad, 1892, 
in which the How’ble Justice Mahadob Gobind Ranade ex- 
pressed his opinions :-— 


“In proposing this Resolution, Rao Bahadur Mahadev Govind Ranade 
observed that this question of son-voyages had reacRed a stage, where all 
that was necessary for its satisfactory settlement was organized action on 
the part of tho lenders of native socioty, Tho agilation in Bengal was 
woll kept up throughout tho year, and thanks to the offorta of Mumar 
Vinaya Krishna Bahadur, My, Surendra Nath Banorji and othera, the 
old orthodox leadas—both Pandits and laymonu—had been fairly won ०९५५ 
to the side of progres, g@ft,was a sensible advance to notice that largo 
numbers of Pandits and laymen had been ৫0175110080 that the Shastras 
did uot consider distant sea-voyages and rosidonco in foroign countries 
as acta involving in 90001780198 any? degradation.” On 118 side of tho 
country, Mr, Ranade stated this quostion has had a longor history, ox- 
tending over more than 100 years, 019৮ tho Peshwa’s rule, two 
Bramhin agents of Shrimant Dada Saheb Peshwa bad gone to हापिते 
110 years ago, aud on their return bad been takou back into orthodek 
socioty, Iifty years ago an agent of the Satara 88008) who had gone 
to England, had been similarly reosived back into 8006, Since then 
there had been a regular series of accumulated precedents, in which the 
head Acharyas of different sects had made tho same pronouncemont Lime 
after time after most serfous deliberations, On the Madrag side also the 
question was exciting deep intovest, and as a proof of it, he would point 
to the presence among them of a learned Pandit Kustuy Rangacharya, 
who had been expressly deputed by the Government of His Highness 
the Mabavaja of Mysore to explain to thom the views of the learned mon 
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of that Province. Under these ciraumstances Rao Bahadur Ranade« 
thought that it was not necessary for him to take wp the time of the 
meeting unnecessarily, and he? would at once ask, with the permission of 
the meeting, Pandit Rangacharya, who did not understand English, to 
favour them with an exposition of the Shastras on this vexed question 
in Sangerit, ‘The Pandits axe according to some friends out real lendors, 
and here we have a living authority, expowhding the meaning of the old 
texts in a way which left nothing to be desired. Neither sea-voyage nor 
foreign tesidence involved in themselves any forefeiture of caste ov social 


degradation.” 





Pawdit 8, E. Gopalacharlu thus writes in the Astatic 
Quaterly Review,—dJuly, 1892, 

“Our artisans and workmen require to know abont the improved tools 
and proc&ses of manuMichure used by the foreigners, and unless some of 
our people go abroad it is not likely that this knowledge will be gained 
for tho country. dt is humiliating to think of how many of the articles 
in daily use in this country by almost all classes are imported from dbroad 
instead of being manufactured here. We do not use a single pin that 
has not been made in Europe, and even our paper—except tho most 
common qualities—-has to ba made for us by foreigners. Our cultivators 
are ignorant of the best and most economical methods of agriculture, and 
80 our land is not as productive as it ought to be, On every account it 
28 necessary tliat some of our more intelleetual fren should visit England 
and other European countries ig order to find out what manna may be 
taken for the improvement of theecondition of this country, Wo should 
remember the example of the Russian Emperor Peter the Great, who 
went to England and worked in a shipyard, and then went back to teach 
"his own people how to work,” 





The Hon’ble H. त, Risley thus said in the Shovabazar 
Meeting held on the 19th August, 1892, 

“Although this is a meeting of Hindoos assombled for a peauliarly 
Hindoo purpose, the Chairman has been good enough to permit me to 
say a few words in expression of my sympathy with the object of the 
mecting and in support of its aims. In my opinion the more Hindoos 
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eyo to Hugland the better. A ৮2107 of causes, which I need not वणक 
to specify now, hawe brought abont the romarkable vesult that the highex 
culture of the upper classes in this conntry*weses upon the basis of dnglish 
literature and history, To get the Dbost out of a distinctively English 
aultuye, it is obviously essential to visil Mngland itself, Tu all dopart- 
inania of knowledge, literary 80101151010 and political residence in England, 
even if it be only for 5 or {11106 years, can hardly fnil bo be of the 
greatest benefits to the Ifindoos oducated on an English basis, and the 
gain of the individual will in the long run be the gain of the society to 
which he belongs. 


As regards the obstacles which the ILindoo system offers to there 
visits, I am not competent to speak. But J Venture to tell you an ex- 
perience of my own which throws some light upon tho way Pho question 
is regarded by the Hindoos of Western Sundin or, at any rato, by some 
sections of them. ‘(wo years ago 1 happenod to be presontin Berlin at a 
meeting of tho German Colonial Society held to discuss the developmont 
of German East Afviea—the country lying 10৮01) Zauzibarend Lake 
Tanganyika. Some of you may possibly know that a large number of 
Germans have very magnificont ideas as to the futuro of their African 
Colonies, and expect them to develop into an Empire compuirable to India, 
Any way the meeting 1 was at was a very large one, and some of tha 
most influential mon of the Colonial party were presont. Lt will perhaps 
surprise you to hear that tho main question discussed with thé utmost 
vigour and very atvong language on both sides was what attitude ought 
the German Government to assume towards the [11400 merchants ४५८५ 
in Bagamoyo, Dar-os-Satuil, Rangani and other places on the conal ६ 
According to tho German officiuly thoge TLindoos were so numerous that 
the whole trade of the African coast was in thoir hands—~“both wholesale 
and vretail—and tho fate of tha Colony was said to depond upon tha mode 
in which they were treated, Ouse party wished to oxpol them in a 
summery Prugsian fashion, becanse their loyalty to Gorman interests coulg 
not be depended on, and the othor wanted to retain and encourage thom, 
The grounds of the controversy ave inmaterial for our prevant purpose, 
All I want to ask ia: Jf the Lindoo traditions five as uncompromisingly 
opposed Lo sea-voyages as the Pandit who juat now spoke in Bengali wauts 

, to make them ont to be, how did these Tindoo merchants come to bo in 
Hast Africa at all? They could not have got thore by land, It would 
seem then that in the Bombay Prosidency the higher castes to whom the’ 
merchants who trade with East Africa certainly belong do nob taka quite 
the samo view of the [indoo waditions as some of tho Pandits of Bongal, 
Aud the logio of facts which shows us a large aud flourishing settlement 
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of Ifindoo in Bast Aftica, and constant intereourao heigveen that country 
and Bombay may perhaps 1n tye end be trusted to gel the better of tle 
Pandita. 


But gentlemen, is it primd fucte likely that this narrow and | ५4111 1 
60118৮00600 of 111०0 tradilion can be cori gst १ Ido not believe it, 30 
far aa my studies of the Lindoo religion ang ihs-Lluyloo 89001 system have 
8০06) nothing has struck me more than iheiy extraordinary fl exibility and 
adaptiveness. We were told tho other day that Hindooism is declining, 
IT do not 96166 in that view. I have se wed in severnl out-of-the-way 
districts, and had occaston to look carefully into the spread of 11700901911, 
So far from losing grougd one could trace it year by year, or certainly 
decade by dgcade, absorbing by a process of impalpable but sure pr 0801)" 
(जद wile tribes who until recent times has been beyond its pale Ono 
answer at any rate Lo Mr. Monro’s recent lecture might be given in tho 
words of an English poot. 


“Look wegewhere whole new 01১00919২08 are,” 
In Vishnu-land what avatar,” 


416 we now ‘to be told that 11170001800 which is so comprehensive 
in ils grasp and adapte itself so readily to the needs of such diverse bodies 
of men is unable to solve this comparatively minor problem of the social 
consequences of asea-voynge? One would have expeoted other things, 
Looking at the 47000 syatem from ono point of view one is tempted bo 
compare it to two august constitulions—the Mnglish constitution and the 
Roman Catholic Church, It resembles (1৩111 in ils adaptiveneas in Its 
power to constantly changing to meet changed conditions of life if 
resembles the second in its compfrohensivencys, It has room in it for tho 
Pantheistic philosopher and for the latest wild convert from some form of 
fetichiam ? Can you say more for any system than that? Only £ observe 
and this evening's proceedings lend point to the obsorvation—the ILindoo 

“SYeligion 860४8 0০ have no central authority—it hus nob yet sot up a Pope, 

“AIf it had, the difficulty we have just beon discussing could Lardly have 
arisen, You would not have had to appoint a committee to search the 
scriptures and roporl thoir view of son-voyages. People would have gone 
to the supreme authority and got theix odors, As it is, authorites seem 
to differ, and one cay only hope that the common sense of the community 
will evolve some reasonable solution.” 


Babu Sarat Chunder 10088, 0, 1,0, thug said :—~ 


“Gentlemen,—I have entered this hall without any proparation to 
speak on the subject before you, After listoning (0 the 10800 and the 
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antusing speeches, made by the Pundits, I collected a few pointy to any 
one or two words in the way of comment. But as the spall of Mr. 
Bannerjee’s eloquence and the thoughtful specch of the Ilon’ble Mr, Risley 
have banished them altogether from my mind, Iam unable to make any 
remirk, I shall, therefore, place before you one ov two facts regarding 
sea-voyage which I considergiseful. In doing so, allow mo first to oxplain 
what I undorstand of thé meaning of the subject in question, “Noes a 
Hindoo lose his caste by crossing tho sea?” = 1116 question whether he will 
lose his caste by going to America or Europe, is not before us T read 
the little pamphlet on 39 ০১189 which Kumar Benoy Krishna kifdly 
৭84৮৩ me the other day. I noted one or two poinfs in it, and interrogated 
the Pundit of tha Asiatic Society as to what may be the comparative 
moral merits aceruing from different kinds of holy ablutigns, Ie said 
that the moral merit of bathing in the.gea oxceaded that of bathing in 
Ganges, The former being, indeed, the reposilory of all the sacred waters 
of tho world, and millions long to require that morit by*ablution in the 
Gunga Sagor, From this it is evidont that thaye is no unholjness in the 
sea, There cannot be any demerit in crossing 1, Tho second point is 
whether a ILindoo (proper) would consider it defilement to sit together 
on board the ship with other people. Rogarding “this T would like to 
know if you all ave awave what is going on in goino of the districts in 
Bengal, For instance, 18৮ us seo what is the practice followed by the 
people of Chittagong, Noakholly, and Comillah rogarding sea-voyage, 
About forty years ago, the people of these districts used to come to 
Oaleutin for business, or to travel for pilgrimage to the holy places in the 
North-West Provinves by@thg cirouitous roule १५०४७ tho jungles of 
Backergunge and Sunderbund, This journey which would generally take 
20 or 22 days waa regarded with dretd by the poople on account of the 
piratical habits of the Natives of Sunderbund, At that period Brahmin 
youths from these three districts, undergoing the privations of this 
jowney, usod frequently to viail Nudden for loarning Sanskrit, But ag 
soon as B, I, Navigation Company opened thoir steam for 801४1५५ betwe 
Caloutta, and Chittagong, the people of Lhe abovo districts এও 
the ocivenitous 3109৮00000-70088 The Brahmans, who had a 69000 for 
Sea-vayage, asked the advice of the Nuddes Pundits as to what 0041286 to 
follow, Under the circumstances the Pundits freely gave their opinion 
that the Biddharté would do well to undergo the steamer journey, The 
number of Pundits of Chittagong, that used to go to Nuddea at that 
period, was about 120, Laat year 1 met with oa largo assembly of 
Brahmans on the occasion of my mother’s shrad, when I asked them if 
they still go to Nuddea, they told me that no one among them is aonsi- 
dered a Pundit who has not read under a Nudden Pundit at least for 
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12 years, Census can alone tell us with a¢curacy the number of Brahmana 
who inhabit these three districts, The opening of railway in Eastern 
Bengal aud also river-steam@r 8०१० have now-a-days diverted the way 
of the people of Comillah to go to Goalundo, and it is only lately thoy 
have commenced to travel westward by rafl in preference to sivambr, 
The President, Sit Narendra Krisna, and प्रः Bonoy Krishna possess 
axtensive zemindari in Comillah, It is oasy fer than to ascertain from 
their ‘own talukdars and tenants in what numbora few years ago, the 
Comillah people used to come here via Chittagong. The IIon’ble My. Risley 
who ts the head of the Statistical and Marjne Departments, could tell 
you how many millions sf Hindoos make sea-voyages from here and Lhe 
Hastern Districts of Bengal, and—Ovisga. Orissa is a part.of Bongal, and. 
the Uryas are gyell known for their caste tenacity, I believe no less than 
two milliong of Hindoos are annually carried across the sea by the ए. 1, 8. 
and Ohandbally steamers, from Chittagong, Akyab, Rangoon and Orissa, 
Has any one of them ever lost his caste ? 


Leaving Indian shgres, we may travel for furtherevidence on thia 
subject to the Kar-Mast. At Shanghai, there ave about 100 TLindoos who 
have goné there from Benares, Allahabad, Cawnporo and the Punjab, and 
allof whom are employed in the Department of Police, the Military 
Department, and in commerce. At Hongkong, whilo living as the guest 
of a Marwari Hindoo merchant, I met with a merchant of Ilyderabad 
in Sind, He told me that several of his Hindoo friends had shawl firms 
at Yokohama and New York, ‘Two of his brothers also were at the time 
[18688] at New York, I asked him and my Marwari host, how was it 
that they were not cast out of socioty for having undertakon sea-voyage 
to such distant places, They told me that thoy always carried with them 
a large quantity of dry food sucheas parched vice, flour, broncle, (धत, 
gaza and laru, They drew fresh water from a tank like reservoir in the 
steamer, from which salt has been drawn out by a chemical process. [So 
tay had no necessity of carrying water from the Ganges as tho sca-wator 
of be converted into fresh water.] At Bangkok I gaya class 01120100908 
called Cling. or Kalinga who have temples, gods.and goddesses like those 
of ours, . There are twenty Brahman families who perform the coronalion 
ceremony of the King of Siam, prepare tho calendar, and serve His 
Majesty as Court astrologer: ers. The 00010 of them wears the decoration 
of the order of White Elephant, 7 
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The Indian Mirror of 20th August 1892, wriles t~ 


“Ships were not unk#own to Indo-Aryans, They went to different 
pavia of the would, fnd Llindu archeological remains are to be found still 
in South America, Commerce flourished among the Indo-Aryana, bocause 
they knew how to navigate ships. Neither their roligion nor 80০1৮ gocial 
custome prevented them f@m undertaking aewyoynges. The bar to our 
crossing the sea is only an introduction of later growth, like similar other 
re-actionary customs, which only have the 71808 of retarding our national 
progress. We cannot understand why we should lose cf&te, if we visit 
foreign countries without trespassing on our tenets as good indus, and 
without sacrificing our nationality. The Iands of other nation ara aa much 
God’s lands as Hindustan, and a custom ora law which prevents our seeing 
other lands, and cultivating friendly and busigess relations with them, 
07198 against very Nature. Wo ought to see as much of 01008 universe, 
and to enlarge our knowledge of mon and things ag we can befoe we dia, 
It is certain that we cannot be a great commercial people unless we 03088 
the blue-black seas, and visit distant countries, and open trade relations 
with them. 1४ is thus, and ihus alone, we can advance our material 
prosperity, and save ourselves from the pangs of starvation, Thoy are 
our enemies who stand in the way of the fulfilnent of auch a purpose 
The sea-voyage movement among tho Hindus is a most important one; 
and the modern ILindus, who have fallen so much from the posttion of 
their ancestors, will add immensely, to their honour and happiness, by 
making the thing a success withont doing the least injury to their 
religion,” 





The Indian Mirror of 17th August 1892, writes :-— 


‘Next in importance to the question of religion among the Hindus, 
is the question of their matevial prosperity, Strangely enongh, it is in 
the name of their religion, and using that religion os their pretext, that 
the Hindus have brought about their present matorial decadence, In tha 
name of their religion, they marry early, consummate their marriage 
eutly, do many other foolish things; and, most important of all, in the 
name of theix religion, they refuse to cross hala-pani and travel to foreign 
lands by sea, It is not that our home-loving Iindua have evor homely 
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wits, but want of locomotion and enterpuise does not bring their wits inte 
fuir exercise. The Bengalis are ovly now to be seen4in distant places 
like Peshawur or Quetta, bmielfen not in any independent avocations of 
trade or commerce. The Marwari, we believe, isa good Tindu, but it ts 
exceedingly creditable to him that he is ubiquitous. Te is not educgted 
in our sense of the word, but that does not hampor him a bit, and where 
ever he goes to Cabul, or Balch, or Hong-k¥yg. everywhore his strong 
banking and trading instincts bring him a fortune 115% short time. Only 
a day or’ two ago, a Bhattia gentleman addressed a letter toa vernacular 
contemporary of Bombay, in which he said that though Ilindus, his 
caste had never been divided on the question & sea-voyages, that Bhattias 
could be met at Mauritius, Mozambique, or Natal, and that at the 
moment of wyiting, he himself was engaged in organising a party of 
Bhattia agd other रत्‌ tourists to proceed to Clicago to witness the, 
World’s Fair. Marwaris and Bhattias among the Hindus make sea- 
voyages, and ave engaged in trade and commerce, and thrive well, but 
the vast majority of the Hindus are steeped in indigence, And yet we do , 
not see why the Hiné@fs, as a people, should not attain to material pros- 
perity, India is very rich in ils raw products, but foreign traders export 
gome of them, manuficture them into things of everyday use, and import 
them back to India. All the gain is theirs, and all the loss is ours, And 
yet we go on complaining of our growing poverty, though the remedy 
lies so entirely in our own hands, indus travelled from land to Jand in 
ancient times, but they must not doso now. Who sayaso? Who lays 
down:the Jaw? They say, their religion ; we say, mere custom. Babu 
Bunkim Chunder Ohatterji anid very truly (hat the Mindus of to-day, 
at least of Bongal, are governed more by%tustom than religion, and they 
are displensed, because he has seught to bring the naked truth home to 
them, Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Krithna is tho representative of a most 
yespectable orthodox Iindu family of Calouttn, but because he happens 
to hold liberal and enlightened views, and because he leads the movement 
“oh soa-voyages, he is being anathomatised. But as to those who attack ९. 
Fabu Bunkim Chunder Chatterji and Maharaj-Kumar Benoy Krishna, 
ave they better Hindus, in point of religion than the gentlemon whom 
they aitack? We must say, at tho probable risk of angering many, that 
the Hindus have fallon away from their voligion, and are swayed by 
customs which came into existence, God knows how, But even these 
cnatoms are not held paramount oxcopt in the case of séa-voynges, So 
long as one conforms to the outward forms of orthoiox custom, so long 
he enjoys the reputation of being a good Hindu. Let him perfom a 
Sanskara ov two, and he has discharged all his religious dutios, and the 
yemaining eight or nine Sanskaraa need never be performed, And thua 
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* wedded to oustom, and uot to true religion, the Hindus go on, poorer and 
poorer every defy, in spivituality, and sunk deeper and deeper in abjoct 
poverty. God’s wide universe thoy এ seo, but thig little earth, on 
which they are born, even that they obstinately refuse to know, They 
willvomain at home, moaning and groaning, but they will not use the 
wings of freedom which they possess like any other 16010, = They coms 
plain of forcigners draining away the woalth of the country, but are 
they not themselvos much more to blame for it than those foreigners, 
who are, after all, making the bost of their opportunities 7” 


The Indian Union of Allahabad thus writes | 


“Tn these provinces the question is not of so much importance, The 
Kayasths, various classes of Brahmans and other caste-men have taken 
“England-returned” barristers, merchants, andepthor persong without 
much fuss about it, Tf the highest caste Brahmin goes to England and 
lines carefully to the orthodow Iindoo style, ready ta listen to thé dictates 
of the orthodox Ifindoo community—no one will have the slightest 
objection in taking him back. This we can safely assort. So we have 
not much anxiety for our men here, who may go to Hngland for the 
country’s causa, But the orthodoxy of Bengal, il seoms, is differently 
constituted. 90780 of these hava 11860. a hue and ory in deflance of 
honesty, candor and deconay ovor this question which would not raise 
thom much in the osttmftiog of thete aensible fellow-conntrymen beth 
in and out of Bangal, There aro Ilindus, our Bengales frionds must 
know, beyond the limits of Bongal Pgoper—who ave hotter Tindus than 
moilern Bongalacs, genorally speaking, can aver claim to be. They observe 
the rigid discipline of caste, they do nol take food prepared by others, 
and mostly cook their own food, observing Hindu rites as strictly as they, ‘ 
can be observed. What isthe average Bengal Hindu of to-day, to i 
truly orthodox scions of the Aryan race १ 


Now censure apart, 10৮ us see whether sea-voyages are prohibited to 
the reat Hindus. The only texts against samudrayatrasvikaram in the 
Kuliyug ocour in an upapuranc, tho authority of which hag all along 
been disputed and naver practically obeyed, ox in the same breath the 
writor prohibils asceticism; and the race of sanyaais, sadhus and yogis 
hespeak of the utter worthleasness and practical impotence of the texts 
alluded to. To add to this, the best interpreters, annotators and pro- 
fessors, indeed most of them aro unanimous in declaring the texta do 
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not prohibit every 1. 1.31 What better 
practical proof cat there be of the impotence of fhe texts referrad 
to than pointing aut to thé Thousands of Bengalee Pilgrims who visit 
the temple of Puri and cross the Xalapani on board the 31৮71 
steamers? We nead not mention those who go to Madras, Coylon, 
Rangoon and other places and thus undertake sea-voyages, nor the trans- 
‘ported criminals received back into the bosom of Hindu Society. The list of 
the Pilgrims to Puri will alone suffice fo bring the pseudo-orthodox to their 
senses. If follows that sea-voyages are not to be condemned meraly because 
the} are sea-voyages. There remains the 2000) reasonable objection which 
a genuine orthodox Bindu may bring জা । rd, viz—the queation of pays 
taking prohibjted food. ,Certainly orthodox Hindus cannot permit पङ्क 
nor ig it degirable that they should ०8०. Society is bound to keep its 
prestige end orthodoxy, is bound to obey the Sastras, It is therefore, 
desirable that arrangements should be made for orthodox Hindus to procaed 
to England without partaking of the least objectionable food whatever, 
and living in the genuine orthodox atyle, Tor those who will not or cannot 
conveniently do this, rfast be enforced the observance of a penance in ac- 
cordanee with the Sastras, as taking of prohibited food is but an upapatak, 
or minor crime. Weare fully aware that custom, with us, has preference to 
the Shastras, which it should not have, ‘We are equally certain of the fact 
that it is impossible to guida or reform the backward members of society, 
unless you altempt to convince them in a throughly moderate, prudent 
and reasonable way. We do not therefore agree with the dashing ro- 
formers of our land, as we cannot agree with the extremely bigotted 
section who will not listen to the Shasiras 0৯ rgason, but have their own 
way, simply because of their havingtimbibed acustom which the Sestras 
do not enjoin and which is not obferved by all who have the right to call 
themselves orthodox Hindus. ५ ৪ 


Bengal, of all our Provinces is the first to come under British rule 

न apd it has therefore been forward in many respects, Let it not be back« 

~ ward now in taking practical steps to further the country’s good, leaving 

party feuds and quarrels aside, Customs may and do change, but not 

the Shastrus, Soitisadvisable to base orthodoxy on the Shasiras and 
not on customs however old,” 
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The Indian Daily News of 15th November 1892, thus 
writes :— 


“It must bea matter of extrente antisfaction to all lovers of progress 
to note the steady way in which this movement is gradually .gaining 
ground among tho Ifindu community, Tt makes ono's heart leap with an 
ecstacy of joy to find the edtiented orthodox Tlindus come forward _with- , 
the full sense of the duty which they owo to thoit motherland in their 
piaise-woithy endeavour to cast off those prejudices and blind bigotry , 
which bar national improvement. They are now beginning to porccive 
what an aniount of mischief ४ the nation has been ferpetrated in the name 

“of their sacred religion when the ban against sea-voyage was first 
fulminated, It was the darkest day in the annals of the Tfindu race: 
Tt wag associated with those evil days which were connected with, national 
humiliation for tho TLindus. It was propagated at the time when the 
glovy of the Tlindn nation was on the wane and Mahomedan supermacy, 
with its concommitant evils, was asserting itself throughout the empire. 
Tt is strange, on the other hand, that the practice ® sea voyage is always « 
associated with the brightest days of all nations, be they Hindus or of 
any other nationality, It is connected with the Brightest days of the 
Hindus from the time when thoir god like Rishis sang the sacred Vedas ; 
when their arts and sciences wera the wondors of the wold; when 
theix sacred land was visited by pilgrims from other countries; when 
conquerors like Aloxander admired the people; when their manufactures 
wero highly prized ab Romo and all the then known world; whan poets 
like Kalidas and Bharuly leved_and composed their immortal poems down 
to the timo whon tho finds still rotained. their apirit of independence, 
‘We aoc a revival of this practice attomBted at the dawn of the Mahratia 
powor, when Sivaji the Great captured several ‘ports in the Arabian 
Gulf, As we havo alroady seen, the practico of seavoynage came into 
disuse among the प्तष्ठ when a death-like torpor succeeded to their 
former activities in all departmonts of civilisation, This period is চরণ 
intellectually 01011 for them, They have no author to hold before the’ 
world as their pride, They left the pursuits of all noble functions, ao 
much 80 that all sorts of rank superstition and blind projudices ran 
rampant amongst them till they began to believe any and every saying 
composed in Sanskrit as the utterance of the Shastras, however mischiev- 
ous or irrational tho saying might be. 1 is no wondor then that at this 
period, when nobody cared to see for himself, and when every doctrine, 
however tending to national degradation, would pass unchallenged, this 
mischievous dpctrine of interdiction of Sen-Voyage by Hindus in he 
name of their religion would be preached and aocopted by the very people 
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who were perhaps the first to navigate the ocean, and derive the benefita 
therefrom, for a period of three thousand years, Thespeople had 1090 all 
spirit of adventure and 17088118193) and this doctrine, coming with the 
spirit of the times, ingrained itself so much with the people that thoy, 
even now, become incensed if this doctrine be questioned, They wil) nol 
believe that the Shastras speak against this doctrine, and when the pundile 
assay 80 they only half believe their statements, though they cannot assign 
any réagon for it. Some even go so far as to question the utility of the 
movement. We thus see there are three classes of persons who, for 
5005 1608011. or other, oppose the present movement, 


First, those who complacently remain contented. with the notions thoy 
have imbibed: from thew childhood, however wiong these may be, and 
would not Mave their settled notions ruffled for any consideration what- 
soever, Second, those that have not so stiong a bias against sea-voyage 
but are ready to go to the root of the question from the shastric point of 
view, Third, those who question the utihty of the movement itsolf quite 
apart 10709 28 having apy veligious sanction or not, 


Tha first class of objectors fondly believe that they are the true 
oustodiang of the Hindu faith, and as such 1৮19 their duty to oppose any 
and every movement which runs counter to their set notions of Hinduism, 
When any person supports their view, they eulogise him and call him a 
true Hindu, but the next moment if the samo person unfortunately 
happens to differ from thom on any point, they freely abuge him and ory 
him down as anything but Hindu. They do not oven hesitate to arrogate 
to themselves greater knowledge of the Shesixyns and of Iindu roligion 
generally than oven the pundits, the 0৮00 oxpositors of Hindu Shasivas, 
can claim to, Their opinion is fofmed beforehand, Their self-suiliciency 
does not permit them even to enter into the mavits of the question, A’hey 
are blessed indeed in their vanity and ignorance, Lot them remain 80) 
if they so like, 


The second class of objectors are quite conscious of the benefits 
derivable from sea-voyage, but they ask if it be consonant with the spirit 
of the Shastras to break through the existing custom. When they get 
the opinion of the pundits—the views of the Shastras about sea-voyage— 
they hail the opinion with joy as the harbinger of a better day for India, 
But still they entertain some doubts aa to the practicability of the move. 
ment. They say we admit there is no objection to sea-voyage and residoyce 
in foreign countries poise, but is it practicable for a Ifindu to live like a 
Hindu under the circumstances? ‘This objection the promoters of the 
movement have thoroughly met, They give, in support of, their conten- 
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, @tion that it is quite practicable 1 नार like a Mindy on board a 8110) ot 
, uring veaidence कै) & foraign country, the opinions and evidence of men 
thoroughly qualified by their experience Lore entitled 10 our confidenco, 


Sir William Comer Potheram and other eminent Anglo-Indian OM- 
oials, “Mx, Gostling, President, Poona Industrial 00701909009) hithself a, 
vegetarian, the Indian Day Nows, havo all oxpressed thoir opinion that 
it ia quibe possible fer a peraon to be a vegetarian in England. There is १ 
no lack of 76668809 for the [व्ह there. ~ ^ 


Babus Surendra Nath Banerjee and Trailokya Nath Mukerjee, who 
had been to England, have “pronounced their oyfinion in unmistakable 
éanguage in favour of this contention, Mesers, Thomas Cook and Son, 
than whom a greater authority on the conditions of पु cannot be’ 
found, have pronounced their deliberate opinion in these terms y “Indeed 
80 fay ag the practicablily of tho movement is concerned, wo from our 
experience in theso matters ave ina position to say that mo objection on 
that score noed be raised, eithor as regards the arrangement on board 
the aleamers or tho residence in England.” ‘Che Promoters of চট move- 
ment have not stopped with ciling opinions only; they have given the 
experience of mon who aclually lived in the lTinudattyle in Europe and 
elaewhere, Tho ascotic Paran Puri and the Gazerati whom Babu Rabindra 
Nath Tagore met in England, ag well as the Marwari morchanis whom 
Babu Sarat Chundra Das, a.m, mot in China, and the Marwari mer. 
chants of New York mentioned by him, the Lindau merchants of German 
Bast Africa montioned by tho मण Lisley ab the Sobha Bazar 
moeting, bear living loatingny (0 the practionbility of the movement, 
The thousnnids of Windy Govefiment officers with their families, mer. 
chants, mombers of tho learnod professions, and labourers and रात्र 
sepoxs, who almoat every week go to*Chittagong, Burma, Afrtea, the 
ramote colonias of Ungland, Franca, 0:০0 and olauwhere, prove conclusively 
that it ia quite possible for a poraon to live Wie Hindu life anywharve on 
the face of the earth if he cares to do so, Indeed the evidence on this 
point is overwhelming. ' 


Tho third 0888 of objectors hold various opinions regarding the effects 
of sea-voyage on ILindu acciety, Some are afraid the Windus will lose 
their natlonality; others doubt whether the mischief ৮0 be done will not 
outweigh the benefits dorivablo from the revival of this custom; and a 
third class hold that ag sea-voyage can foster materialism only, the Hindus 
will lose their spirituality, ति 


These objections against sea-voyage are not specific bul had beed and 
are being constantly urged againat education and modern 91511085198 
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The bond of nalionality is strengthened rather than weakened amongat 
the people of a conquered country sunk in alinost hopeless state of misery 
and dependence on other peopl if the mombars of that community 
visit other free and independent? countries. They sce what life the peoplo 
live there, what blessings. they enjoy. They learn what nationality is. 
They appreciate and value the living national feeling, They fully seo by 
contrast the measure of degradation to whith their country has sunk, 
They, feel with poignancy thoir miserablo situation, they shed many a 
silent bitter tear for the misfortunes of their country ; they imbibo the 
nobla feeling to raise their fallen country from tle depths of her misery 
to a state equal to those which they see and@hdmire. We see this noble 
patriotism working in the breasts of men like Messrs. i. rendra Nath 
Bannerjee, Mohmohun Glose, W. 0. Bonnerjea, Romesh 10101 Dutt, 
and a host of others, Indeed the political movemenis of the country 
tending to national welfare are in the hands of mon who visited England, 
They are the maving spirit of the National Congress, 


Englis#education atl the new environments brought forth by modern 
civilisation have created in the minds of the people of this country new 
ideas which they admire but feel it difficult to assimilate to malo theso 
' theivown, Sea-voyage and rosidence in Western countries help the 
sojourners there to assimilate these ideas, This is what led Indian 
Nation to writo :+— The immemorial prohibition of the indu to cross 
Kalapani (the black waters of the sec) has sealed his doom, has offocted 
his political oxtinelion, and left him an intollectual rows.” Tho Tlon’ble 
Mr, Risley said the same thing when ho remarked ५ (9 get the best 9৬৮ of 
a distinctively English culture, it is obviously essential to visit England 
itself.” We thus soc soa-voyaga 18 4 necessary supplemont to the educa. 
tion 1010) the people ave now receifing, 


There can possibly bo no differonce of opinion about tho beneficial 
offects of sea-voyage on tho material condition of tho country, The 
ecohomie condition of the country requires that pouple should visit 
England and other western countries, without the least possible delay, 
to learn manufacturing industries and establish agencies there for the 
purpose of commerce. No manufactory here can now bo established 
without the active co-oporation of the Huropenns, ‘They, thorefore, get the 
most of any venture that may be started by the native capitalists of the 
country, The economic condition of the country is below.normal, and 
the tendency is still downwards, Most of tho peop live almost on 
famine ratjons, and the least failure of crops carries away thousands 
from the land of the living, I¢ is not luxurios but bare necasaries of life 


? 
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for which sea-voyage is absolutely required, Theve is no other way io 
improve the econ8mic condition of the country. 


The Objoctions of those who are afraid of the increase of matorialiam 
and loss of spirituality of the people resis on some misunderstanding, 
The} seem to think that if the people take to better theix materill condi- 
tion according to the ideag imbibod from Wostorn countries, they will 
neglect their devotion to réligion, and as the result place great value for 
the welfare of this life than for hereafter, Their central idea scoms to 
be that a man cannot be religions living in the bosom of his family; that 
the Grihasthasram, is notgthe proper sphera for religion. The greatest 
religious teachers of India have preached against this doctrine; and wo 
need observe nothing further than this that what the doctuinaires exproga 
they do not fell, and preach a doctrine; they cannot and @0 not observe 
in their practice ox make the people follow their advice, We may, 
howevor, romark here, by way of parenthosis, that the very text quoted 
by the opponents of the movement in favour of their ‘contention that 
seavoyage has been interdicted in Kali Yuga speaks against this doctrine, 
and about the interpretation of that portion there is no difference of 
opinion, The alarmists, howevar, may tako heart in that so long as the 
ILindus retain the memory of their ideal, and seo somo, oven amongst 
them, trying to go up to that ideal, no fear need be entertained as to their 
deviating from the path of religion they 20 now following. The chardaks 
of India could not divert them from their true path, nor can tho oharbake 
of the West mako them do so, 


There ave many 0৮১০৬ 01310081008 of a similar nature, more imaginary 
than real, which are urged aghinat sea-voyayo and indeod against modern 
civilisation, These objections amounteto this, that tho anvago life, aa the 
illygtrious Rousseau once tricd to repFesent, is the aroadian purity and 
poace and civilised life, the odious, abominable contrast, Somo people 
भी) always pine for them, but the world will move In gpite of thelr be- 
~wailings and lamentations, 


Ii has been attempted to give in a suecinot way tho goneral drift and 
character of the present sea-voyage movement. It is an attempt to revive 
a beneficial custom which prevailed in the good old days of India, and 
which ceased to be in vogue with the downfall of the Elindus, Tho 
methods adopted by the promoters of tho movemont is Hindu in its 
Spirit and in ita working, It is only an outward manifestation of the 
deep under-currént of thoughts and ideas that are rousing a noble and 
once pussiant nation after a long period of almost death-like torper to 
her former aétivities in oll the various departments of human thoughts 
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and actions, The people are beginning te be painfuly awakened to their 

present deplorable situation. They perceive the force Of the remarks of 
the late Mr. Robert Knight im m8 columns of the Statesman so far back 

ag 1885, that “while Chinese emigrants are erossing and recrossing the 

groat Pagifie-by myriads—while English boys are starting npon their 

bicycles for a tour round the globe and Japan, filling the universitios of 

Kurope with Japanese students—with what® reason can the orthodox 

Hindu persuade himself that social restrictions against travels which were 

natural enough in ages when there were no means of travelling, and wl.en 

voyaging was consequently as rare as itis now universal, will continue to 

be respected or to maintdin their force when they have altogether ceased 

to be natural, and are merely a burden which no man is able to bear. ... 

Native youth must travel or see themselves distanced by the youth of 

far less ciyilised people than the Bongalees.” Let us, therefore, hope | 
that the energetic capable spirits among the people of this country will 

unite their self-interest with patriotism, and in enriching themselves res- 

tore to the people those manly virtues and useful knowledge of manu~ 

facturing ifflustries foréwant of which they are gradually sinking in the 

depths of misery and, as the result, not infrequently die prematurely.” 


The Manchoster Guardian writes as follows, on the ques- 
tion :— 


“Although educated high caste Tindusive 4०१० geen in this country 
usually engaged in qualifying themselves for professional life by study at 
British Universities and other scleoola of law and science, it is genorgdly 
understood that in leaving the land of their birth they break the law of 
their caste and religion, and can only be reinstated, if at all, by a costly 
process sometimes involving the performance of ceremonies at once painful 
and grotesque. This is to-day in India the general interpretation of tho 
Vedic rules binding upon the ‘twice-born, Brahmins, But in the Jmperial 
and Astatic Quarterly Review the Pundit 8, E. Gopalacharln insists that the 
rule is basod upon a misapprehension of the texts of the Hindu scriptures, 
The point is one of some importance, for the excommunication of the 
travelled Brahmin is not only a source of individual suffering to him and 
to his relatives but naturally acts og a doterrent to those who undey 
happier circumstances would gladly see the Western worfd and learn what 
it has to give that would be benifictal to the peoplo of Hindustan Pundit 
Gopolacharlu is fully convicted of the valuo of European “education to 
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those of his fellow countrymen who ave in a posilion to avail thomselyes 
of it, “On ever} account,” he snyx, “it is necessary thal some of our 
more intellectual mon should visit Kuglufaeaad other Uuopean countries, 
inorder to find out ৮150৮ meaus may be takon for the improvement of 
80185 country” fo quotes from Manu tho anying thal “all soria of arte 
and sciences may bo received from all men and that spiritual knowledge 
may bo obtained even fref the lowest class of mon.” ‘These sentiments 
avo indisputable onough, but thoy may sorve lo show thal 1०१६1 of 
caste 010 not intended to be so 81110001110) thoh sauctiona ay ia 8010164 
times thought. Moreover the modorn prohibition of soa-travel te the 
higher castes, has nataral) given tho 10৮01 cadles { not irammellod by, 
such prejudices a greater chance of tho 91100) which secures to thom 
a professional career. Now there is no special reason in tho 9০41০ 10111011 
for the continuance of laws and customs aftor they have cgased to be 
18010], On the contrary tho Vedie rules have boon modified by Manu, 
and his code has again been modified by Parasara avd other more modern 
sages. What tho Pundit Gopalacharln muygyosts সি the holding of a “legal 
assembly” of loaned Brahmins to examine ककि tho Wind® Sevipturos 
havo to say upon the subject,” 


The [11000 Patriot says 1৮ 


“Through tho exertions of Mahavaj-Kumar Renoy} Krishng Dob 
Bahaduy, the opinions of g number of distinguishad lendova of the TTLindu 
community havo been ०१८५११५६ regarding the वाक af Ltindua to [णक 
04809 by soax-voyage, 10083 11011010700 have consulted learned तवाद्य 
wall 9১800 in 01919/48%7%1 aud ava of Mpinion that if one lives in Tlindu 
টি there is no 10840 why thore should be पष of caste, 21818 0, 
2168৮ moral und evonomie gain for those that have given this opinion, 
iucluding among their names auch as those of Raja Rajendranarain Deb 
Bahadur, Babu Abhoy Churn Guha and other recognised leaders. Tho 
queation should now be one of wayH and manus, anil mensures have to 
be adopted for sirict obyervance of (0৫ rules buth during thd voyage and 
the slay oulside India, Tho battle is thus lili won, for it ia wall begun, 
Lot our reformers always romomber this, Tf thoy wikh to suceead, they 
must carry society with them, and they will have no diffeulty in persnad- 
weg 80০10 to go with thom, if only thoy be reasonable, Reform by 
19269 moans severneo and failure.” 


|) 
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Tho Marhatta of Puna writes খু 


“The Pundits of Bengal live ¥ivon two Pyuvasihas anetit the sea-Vvoyage 
question which will be found elxewhere with their names. They declare 
that neither aea-voyage nor a temporary residence in England involve any 
degradation from caste in themselves, They are not included in the 
gategory of heinous transgressions and no heavy penances aro preseribed 
for ,tliom. As io slight penances they are quite*harmlcss as they aie 
simply pavificatory ceremonies, involving no idea of ainfulness or topents 
ancg. We ave also glad that the movers in this agitation have made 
a reservation that the twaveller must not degurt- from caste rules about 
food and drinking, The question of sea-voyage has become of immense, 
practical impdvtance to श] Hindus in view of the probability that the 
next year’s (১০০55 might be held in London, and it is perhaps well that 
it forms apart of the coming Bengal Provincial Conference, although we 
doubt its apprepriateness in a political gathering.” 


The Bengaleo writes :— 


“We know that many of the most conspicuous leaders of the orthodox 
community hold similar views, We have reasons to believo that the 
fecling on the subject is strong and that itis growing, In the words 
of one of tho most ominont members of the orthodox communily, whose 
weight in tho community is undonbled—ean it be that tho Lfindoo 
Shasters have closed to us the faivest payliofleef tho habitable glabo— 
oan it be that they thus fetlor our onergies, prevent the expausion of all 
wade and of all industry on the payt of Hindoos? We know that in the 
past the Shasters wore misinterpreted, and that it was a misnndersteffling 
of the Shasters which consigned to the funeral pyre muilliuna of unfor- 

~ tunate widows in times that are now happily payt and gono, Sadi 17104 
336 justification in the authoritative writings of the ([Lindoos; and now 
again the discovery is made by Pundits, whose opinion ought to cay 
great weight, that sea-voyages are not inlerdicted, and that residence 
in foreign countries is not forbidden, provided Ilindoo custome and 
nsages are observed, Ibis a beneficent movement which hag bean started, 
fraught with unspeakable good to the people, It is altogether a hopeful 
movement, for it indicates that amid the deep instincts of conservatism 
which underlie the fabric of ILindoo beliefs, there is ae recognition of the 
spilt of the times, agense of adaptability, and a desire to suit the sys- 
tom to the allered circumelances, consistently of comes with [1508 
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usages. 1८ 18 in this way that thie ancient fabric has been conserved ; 10 
is in this way 01085 that it can be preserved against those new-born forces 
by which it is now beset. Confronted withBadhist and its militant and 
aggressive teachings, it executed a dexterous change of front, assimilated 
some, of ity doctrines, absorbed into its own body some of its great 
principles, gave Budhaa place in the Hindoo pantheon, though under a 
Hindoo name, and by a,rocess of assimilation and absorption, andr 
passive opposition wHere necessary, the Hindoo system maintained, its 
own, and crushed Budhism ont of existence, Deop far-scoing insight 
and enormous power of adaptability have contributed to maintain this 
ancient fabric; and these dialities, we hope, are fiot now wanting. The 
eruth cannot indeed be too frequently repeated that a society without 
the means of change is without the means of its own" conservation: 
The present movement has filled us with the hope that *the spirit of 
cautious advance is not wanting, and so long aa this spirit 18 present, 
we may hope to see those changes, cautious, gradual and tentative, which 
are necessary even for the maintenance of this ancient system.” 


The Madras Times writes as follows :— 


“The Indian Soctal Reformer devotes a major portion of its notes, 
this week to the discussion of sea-voyages by Hindus, and considers that 
it is a mere chimera to suppose that sea-voyages could ever become popular 
or benefit the nation at large if the prohibition imposed by oustom on 
intor-dining and accepting food from other caste mon is not abolished, As 
a matter of fact, even in India our contemporary obsorves people of ona 
caste eat the food cooked by people of gnother caste, “What is the bread 
given at the Cosmopolitan Club oxcept that manufactured at the bakery ? 
The bread in England must be placed in the same category, In both eases 
low casie men bake it, If you are allowed to accept it at Madras, why not 


* 


you be permitted to do so while in London?” The only answer that ocoure . 


to us is that Madras is in the holy land of Bharathavarsha, and London ia 
not “holy” ground, Whatever sins are committed in such holy ground are 
forgiven to tho committers thereof. It appears to us that ib is good 
Shastras although it may be bad logic, A good old Hindu proverb 888 
that the person who drinks pure cow’s milk under the palmyra treo will 
be taken by passers by to be drinking of the toddy of the trae, So in 
London even Brahman-baked bread cannot pasa muster, while in Madras 
bread baked by চি “low caste” man can not but be pure, and the orthodoxy 
of such bread is-guaranteed by the very fact that a high caste man is sure 
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to partake of it, Summing up the pesition of Hindus in regard 10 the 
gea-voyage movement, the Jndian Nation indites the fellowing judgment 
as pronounced by orthodoxyg:-g4Lake then thy bond, make thou thy trip 
to England; but in the makthg it, if thou dost eat one slice of Christian 
bread, thou losest thy caste and by tho laws of the Hindu religion thou 
art excommunicated.” In England even a slice of Hindu-bread is apt 10 
turn Christian ; and the professors of orthodowy in India think it the safor 
courseto adhere to that opinion.” 


The London Daily News writes on the question :— 


“The HPndus of Bengal are opening their eyes very wide on the world 
of their 8wn time. Trial by Jury, and competitive examination, are by 
no means thg only institutions to the advantages of which they mo 
awake, They show a laudable anxiety to reform their own customs andy, 
practices, # well as to porrow those of the ruling race. They have had 
deep searchings of heart about infant matriage, and the treatment of 
widows, and chey arg now trying to remove the hindrances to sea-travel, 
which are imposed by the law, or by the traditions, of their faith, They 
are forbidden 1o cross the great water on ponalty of losing caste. At ` 
any rate, such is a general opinion of the vulgar, and it has, of course, 
led to the gravest inconvenience in almost overy branch of practical 
affairs, They must pasa the Ocean to reach this country for their educa 
tion, They can hardly 0509 on a large scale without the holp of the sea, 
The ever-increasing burden of the prok*bition*has at length led some of 
them to onquire on what authority it is based, To their infinite relief 
they are now in a fair way to discover thal it has no foundation ab ah lin 
the precepts of the faith, A large and influential meeting of the Hindus 
was lately held at the Sobha Bazar in Calcutta, at which this gratifying 

~ circumstance was announced, It was attended by some of the most 
.influontial members of the Hindu community, and by a few Europeans of « 
position, There were Pundits in plonty, Babus with M. A. after thoir 
namos, and Babus with ए, 1, Tho speeches, were in Nnglish, and moro- 
over in English that wespeak at home. The testimony of those who 
ationded is that the “Sea-voyaga Movement” has now reached a definite 
stage in its progress and in its history, With few exceptions the Babus 
andthe Pundits are for putting to sea with all convenient speed, They 
feel that to keep ashore is to loge all chance of compelition for tho prizes 
of life with “that wonderful race of adventurers,” our noble selves, They 
ave 8180 of opinion that Hinduism is quite equal to all the emergencios 
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of progvess, and that ils casential prineiple of clasticily, and ils power 
of adapting itsolé to circumstances, will finally (2015 over all tho 
difficulties imposed by ignorance and Auepstition, Tn fact, the Tindu 
faith, wisely interpreted, is as ready to come 10 Lermy on the question of 
going down to tho sea as another faith is on the question of not going 
down to another place. 


The main purposs of ihe mooling was {0 hear a paper on tho subjoct 
by that learned Hindu Babu Suresh Chunder Dutt, 2. এব Toul Mastor 
of the Calcutta Institution, In point of form it was jnab such a papor 
as might have been read ৮৮ agiterary institut ion indhis country, It began 

तफ asaying of Dr. Johnson, but in less than twenty lines, ib lad come 
up with the Shastras, which belong almost to unrecorded tine, The 
lecbuver's position was that these racred writings of the coimunity not 
only contain no prohibition of sea-trayel, but show that tho carl: Minda 
was anonterprisiug, and, almost by consequence, a travellad man. JTo 
went all over tho worll—to Babylon, Persia, Arabia, Java, Contral Asia, 
Greevo, Rome, and Mgypt, and in many instanecs.of course le want by 
sea. Wo have only to known how to read the mythy and legends to 
perceive that half of them point to the Indian mereanjile marine, “Berosus 
reports a monster in tho Persian Gulf, which has gonerally been regarded 
ea but the monster gooseberry, or tho sca-sorpent of its time, Ib had the 
body of a fish, the head of aman, and the women’s featat tho ond of ils 
tail, Tt had also 9 feminine gift of apeach, During tho day it tanght 
arts and sciences for tho benefit of tho rade Chaldeans, but ab night, 
10 plunged back into the sea, What was this, as interproted ৮৮ the 
meeting, but an ancient "ship, freighled with tho Aryan Ifindy on a 
missionary expedition 1 16 put of lo his buat, fier holding the classes on 
shore, and his whole scheme was एप University extension movement 
froudthe Ganges, Most of tho people from tho “Far Hast” of ancient 
record were ovidently of the 81100 race. Queen 40030150118 “while aud 
blue hangings” have been 70912011000 as Indinn bargains—and by a lady, , 
writer, who ought 69 know, A 0878918150৭ Chinese pilgiim, who wrote. 
not much more than two thousayl ycars ago, and may, therefore, be called 
modern, found Java entiroly peopled by Hindus. These people were, 
in fact, the typical old galls of thoir time, Ab Baku, on the Cuypian, 
Mr, Marsh discovered a solitary Brahmin, still worshipping tho sacred 
flame, It 2086 from a tube in the earth, where some immemorial ancestor 
has etrock it, Abt any rate, the holy man said that he was ४ Brahiuin, 
though tho travetler thought, he looked very much like a fugilive sepoy 
of the Mutiny, That, however, ho strongly denied. The Rig-Veda, one 
of the oldest extant records of tho ancient world, 18, in parla, almost a 
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nautical publication Still, the earlier Editor was probably a landsman, 
for he 1s disposed to make too much of voyages on the ocean, “ where 
there is nothing to give support, wothing to rest upon, nothing to cling to,” 
this seems to suggest a total default of sea-legs. Manu has hints on 
freightagé and on mercantile insurance, “For a long passage, the freight 
must be proportioned to places and times, butghis must be understood of 
passages, up and down rivers, At ron, there’ canée no settled price.” 
Fe, foo, was probably happiest ashore, After this, asked the learned 
lecturer, “are we to sit in pondering silence and fantastic deliberation to 
determine the propriety gr impropriety of aéa-goyaging by the Hindus 


The prohibifion or fancjed prohibition, is, therefore, entirely modern. 
It seems to pgoceed from a sense of the difficulty in carvying-proper caste 
nourishmerg at sea. Saltjunk wonld, of course, be a contanimation, and 
there are diflenlines about the water. But all this is only a question 
of ways and mans. A Native agency supphes pure food at the railway 
stations, andyon the viver steamers, and Native passengers use 1b without 
the ৭1151)6946 risk of the’ forfeiture of caste, Moreover, certain practical 
men whos trade to distant parts carry parched rice, flour, and treacle with 
them, and, so long as they keep to these, find that they lose no shred of 
holiness. They also carry water of their own special tap, The tieacle 
may add to their sufferings, but thon sea-sickness is not a crime, The 
sea-water itself is perfectly harmless for bathing purposes, nor has it that 
negative quality alone, One of the highest living Pundits specially 
consulted has declared that the moral merit of bathing in tho sea oxceed 
that of bathing in the Ganges, the former ,beiffgsindeed, the repoaitory, 
of all the sacred waters of the world, 11 there be no unholinesa m wagh- 
ing in it, there cnn be none in crosding it, This authority does not stand 
alona in his opinion. For the purpose of this movement a ayavasthat or 
opinion has been taken of certain eminent Brahmin Pundits of Bengal, 
and, while not exactly enthusiastic, it is encouraging. They agree that 
neither a sea-voyage nor a residence in England “ comes within the cate- 
gory of heinous transgressions, involving degradation, and that heavy. 
penances are not provided for il.” The opinion is signed by Mohamoho- 
padhya Dinabandhu Nuyaratna, and some dozens more. A still mor 
authoritative deliverance, if we may say so without offence, is to the same 
effect. Messrs, Cook ৫ Son, to the great joy of ihe Native promoters of 
the movement, say that it is quite practicable to travol by sea, and to live 
in foreign countries, without any violation of the Hindu usage. And at 
Native firm in Bombay has gone so fur as to advertise a steamer for a 
voyage to Chicago next March. Hindus will be only taken as passengers, 
There will ba Bralmin cooks, Hindu servants, and oven a Hindu Doctor, 
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'The last, however, ia only for persons of extremely tender consclenes, We 
will prescribe on the “orthodox modal,” if any patients of the English 
Doctor scruple io use ordinary drugs. New water tanks will be carried 
for Flindus only. No animal will be killod on board—the indus having 
a horror of taking life, For this reason evon fishing will be prohibited 
The real trial of their ortlredoxy awaits them at Chicago. A great congress 
of religions, which™is to be one of the attractions of the Wixhilaition, 1a 
expected to show that all the dogmas of all the faltha are as interchingo~ 
able as the parts of a Waterbury wateb, 


The Statesman writes :— 


“There me probably few religious or social systems more essentially 
plastic than Hinduism; hardly any more tolerant within certain limits of 
changes which have 01160 established themselves,” In order to be ing about 
auch £ concensus, what is chiefly needed is arguments to convince Tindua, 
not that thoir remote ancestry made sea-voyages, which they already 
know: not that the Shastras leave them free to chango their customs 
in the matter, which is no proof that they ought to change them or would 
even be justified in changing them; but that it would really conduce to 
the well being of thier society generally, and not merely of an Anglicised 
member of it, here and there, to change them, ‘To us 20 seams that tho 
arguments available for this purposo are overwhelming the res anguster 
domi being the most powerful of all of them, 1f i could but be brought 
home lo Elndus generally, how intimate is the connection between प्रौत्रः 
eS yparative poverty ax a people, And the disabilities under which thay 
he in this respect we believe all opposition worth considering would 
speedily disappear. ‘Let them look at the enormous excess of England's 
imports over her exports and reflect how it has come to pass that pospeas.' 
ing as she does neither gold mines nor silver mines she can goon year 
after year paying for the baluuce anl atill grow richer, 1t is because 
year after year for many generations she has invested her profita instead 
of hiding them in a napkin and has thus become a creditor of all the 
world, Could she have done this if custom had prevented her citizens from 
crossing the seas to seek the menus of employing thelr capital Lo the beat 
‘advantage? There is only one answer to the question, The Natives of 
Tudia on the other hand adopt a diametrically opposite course Yent after 
year there ig a certain balance due 10 them-—~a comparatively small one it 
is true—on account of the sale of their produce, And what do they do 
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with it, They take it—what remains oft it that is to say after discharging 
their foreign obligation—in silver and gold, and instead of investing 
thia silver and gold reproduetie My they for the most part bury it, or turn 
it into ornaments, How can they expect to be anything but poor, when,, 
from ong year to another, they thus hide in a napkin, or convert to,un- 
profitable uses, all that survives of the fruits of their labour which they 
do not actually consume? Under such 01208961009) even if they were 
not, ,wifortunately, the debtors of others, they could still hardly hope to 
grow in ‘wealth, Yet, as long as they are cribbed, eabined, and confined 
by the disabling customs against which this movement is directed, it is 
practically impossible for them to turn ow a new leaf in this respect. 
Fur from being in a position to invest their savings in foreign enterprise, 
they cannot even acquire tite experience necessary to enable them to invest 
them with advantage in the development of their own industrial re- 
sources,” 


Cook’s Traveller's Gazette writes :— 


* 
“Judging from the statement of those most competent to form an 


opinion on the subject, we gather that the opponents of the measure have 
very little of real weight to urge against it, Indeed, 80 far as the prac- 
trou bility of the movement ig concerned, we, from our experience in these 
matiers, are in a position to say that no objections on that score need be 
raised, either as regards the arrangementa ou board steamers, or the 
vesidence in England, and we shall be glad to gite the promoters of the 
movement any information they may require upon this point.” 


OPINIONS OF PUBLIC. 


-------- न 





General Assombly’s Meeting. 


A public meeting, wilder the auspices of the Students’ Club, wits 
held on Tuesday, the 8th instant, in the Ifall of the General Assembly's 
Institution, to consider whother sea-voyages ave prohibiled by the Hindoo 
religion. Baboo Bunkim Bebari Mutter, ठ, 4, read a paper on the subject, 
and iwe are told that «1% couclusively proved” by quotations from the 
Vedas, Purang, Smuitis, and ‘dramatic works that our shasta do nob forbid 
sea-voyages,” As the lecturer succeeded in satisfying his aylience regard- 
ing the correctness of his conolusion, we congratulate both him, and then, 
and hope that they will not meet with any opposition from Bahoo ortho- 
doxy.— Reis and Rayyet, 1 


Presidency College’s Meeting. 


A well-attended meeting of the Presidency College Union was hald 
on Saturday afternoon at the College premises, to discuss the question of 
sea-voyages among the ITindus, Professor ©, 7, Wilson, at. Ay, the Preai- 
dent of the Union took the chair, Babu Jatindrn Nath Mittra opened 
the debate in favour of the proposed reform while Babe Bhusan Chumler 
Dey, 2, A. led the opposilc party. A lively and interesting discussion, 
lasting for about two hours followed. The President wound up the debate 
by saying that though he was inedinpetent to tale part in it from not 
১৩১ a Hinds, he hoped that, as the experiment of a union betwoon the 
East and West had been but recently begun thoy would all try to make 16 
asuocess, He then put the motion in favour of the movement to tha 
vote. It not being clear from the raising of hands whether the motion । 
was carried or not a division was demanded and obtained, The majority 
voting for the motion, it was declared to be carried.—Vhe Bangales, 2, 


শিপ 


Shovabazar’s Meeting. 


A Eargely-attended important public meeting of the Hindoos 59৬ 
senting all sections of the community, was held on Priday evening last at 
the late Maharajah Komal Krishna Bahadoor’s residence to consider the 
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qttestion of sea-voyage aniong Hindoos, aud to hear Baboo Suresh Chunder 
Dutt, ৪,4০১ Head Master of the Calcutta Institution, «who read a paper 
on “Sen-Voyages amongst [fiedoos,” Maharajah Bahadom, Sir Navendra , 
Evishna, x 6, 1, ४, presided, aid amongst those present, were the Hon'ble 
Dr. Gurn Dass Bannewji, Sir Romesh Chunder Milder, Kt, Mahamaha- 
padhya Pundit Mohesh Chunder Nayaatna, 0, 7 2.) Pundits Madhusudan 
Smritiratna, Kamakhya Nath Torkebagish, {hunder Kisore Tarkaratha, 
Tasny Chunder Vidyaratna and Herambo Nath BRuttacharji, Rai Beha- 
doovs, Jayadananda Mukerji, Koilas Chunder Mookerjee, Durgagutty 
13807891199) Mem Chunder Ker, and Sib Chander Bannerji, Dia, Surya 
Kamar Sarvadhikari,s Jugadis Chander ॥ Umesh Chander Milter, 
Roy Jatindra Nath Chowdhry, and Saraé Chunder Dass, 0. 1, 2) Babog 
Nobo Gopal Mitter, Batoo Nayalankay Nilmony Mukerji, m.a, 31, 
Mr. Manon®hun Ghose, Barrister-at-Law, Baboos Novendro Nath Sen, 
Surendr@ Nath Bannerji, Sham Lall Mitter, Chunder Kally Ghose, Vakils, 
High Court, Mati Lall Ifaldar, 8 14 Munsuf, Buboos Charu Chunder 
Birkar, र ৬75 23, + Bhupendra Nath Bose, प, 4; B.u, Altorney-at-Law, 
Rameswaf Mandal, 3, g., Kabirajes, Kally Prosunno Sen Kaviratna, Gopal 
Krishna Deb, Kabi Chintamoney, Gossain Dass Gupta, Editor, Sunghad 
Probhakur, Pundits Jibanand Vidyasagar, 8, 4 , Baboos Sib Chunder 
Gui, A. Buu, Manindra Nath Bhuttacharjeo, M.A.,B.L., Vakil, HighCourt, 
Ruasick Lall Roy, Debendra Nath Mukerji, Nanda Lall Mukherjee, 8, A, 
Gopal Chunder Mukerji, Bankim Behari Milter, उ. a, Lall Vihari Mitra, , 
Bopin Behary Milter, Bauboo Surendra Nath Mutter, ए, 4.) Pandit Kali 
Kumar Kaviratna and others, Amongst tho Europenn gentlomen, who 
ware kind enough to bo! present at the meeting, we noticed the 
Hon'ble Et. If. Risley, 7, A,0.8,011, and the Rev. Mr, Whitehead. 
Groat enthusinm prevailed, with ৯ vote of thanks to the chaix, the meeting 
broke up -—Zhe Indian Mirror, $, 





Albert Hall’s Meeting, 


Seldom did the Albert ILall witness such an enthusiastic mecting 88 
was held there on Sunday last under the presidency of Babu Norendro 
Nath Sen, In spite of tha inclemency of the weather the hall was crowded, 
and many had to go away for want of seala, There were nearly one 
thousand Hindus present. Among them we noticed Maharaj-Kumar 
Benoya Krishna Bahadur, Babus Mati Lall 109৬8 ४, 4; BL, Munsitf, 
Alipore, Sham Lall Mitter, Valkil, High Court,Dr. Omesh Chunder Mitter, 
Dr, Brajendra Nath Bannerji, Kabiraj Josodanandan Siar, Babu Sirish 
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Chunder Bivwas, 2, 4) 8, 1 Baba Kailash Chunder Bose, Deputy Magis- 
trate, Pundit Jibenanda Vidyasagar, B A, Babus Gopal Chunder Mukerji, 
Rasik Lall Roy, Suresh Chunder Dutt, 8. %6 Hoad Master Caleutta Tnsti- 
tution, and Debondra Nath Mukerji. The chair was occupied by 
Babu Norendro Nath Sen who amidst loud cheers opened tha meeting 
by urging upon the audience that the time had arrived when they could 
no longer debate and 8139০000889 but must pub their words to practica, Ele. 
was thoroughly conVinced of the incalculable benefits arising frém this 
forward step. He did not find any shadow of reason in the so-called 
arguments of those who abuse the advocates of the sea-voyage movement, 
The Chairman then asked abu Debendra Nath"Mukerji to address the 
emesting who addressed the meeting for two hours, It was a magnificent 
oration, The speaker completely carried the°andience with him, and 
brought home to them the utility of this absolutely needed reform. He 
showed the utter worthlessness of the opposition. The apeéch Was 80 
much appreciated and admitted that it is intended to pnblish it in a 
pamphlet form, Babu Mono Mohun Bose, Pundit Jibananda Vidyasagar 
and a few others then addressed the meeting. The Chairman hen asked 
those who sympathised with the movement to testify their sympathy by 
raising their hands at which whole assembly amidst cries of “all, all” 
vaised their hands. ‘Che Chairman then asked those who opposed to the 
movement to raise their hands to which call not a single voice responded. 
The meeting then dispersed.—Zhe Indian Mirror, 4, 


Meoting at 116 Oxford:Mission’s Hall, 


oy largely attended meeting of Bengalis was held on 1786 Friday even- 
ing at the Oxford Mission Lecture Hall, in Cornwallis Street, to disenas 
the subject of sea-voyages by Hindus, Babu Surendro Nath Bannerji, 
who presided, opened the proceedings by calling upon Babu Anundo 
Churn Mitter, to deliver his lecture. 

Babu Anundo Chwn Mittor, who then addressed the meeting, anid 
that notwithstanding his little knowledge and ignorance of the Hindu 
Shastras he had consented to speak a few words on a subject of much vital 
importance to the Hindus. To have a higher education, one should go to 
England, for it was an evident fact that a Graduate of an English Univer. 
sity was far superfir to a Graduate of an Indian University, and they 
would also find that the system of an English University wan far difforent 
from the systerh of an Indian Univermty. Fox inaunce, if a student in 
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India, who was going up for his M. Av Examination failed in one aubject 
he failed altogether whereas in England if he failed i? mathematics, and 
passed in English, he got *hf “degre of M. A. with honours in English. 
Unless thoy went to England, they would never be ablo to lay before 
the public the great hidden truths which were in science, All learned 
men had vecommended that no nation would rise 10 ommence and pros- 
“pority unless altontion was paid to science ; Dut what science had they in 
India? After referring to the advantages of technical education, which 
he snid would give employment to the paupers of India, the speaker dwelt 
1১60 the necessity and importance of sea-voyages amongst the Hindus. 
The great najority of this countrymen b&eved that the Sastras forbade 
sea-voyages hnt they believed what was ‘untrue; but if they read the 
Shastras they would find that sea-voyages were not forbidden to the 
Hindus. g'Their ancestors used to make sea-voyages and those Hindus of 
the present age who travelled to England and other countries sumply 
followed the example of their forefathers, THe saw no reason why Ilindus 
who wont to England but observed the rules and regulations enjoined 
by the Hindu veligion“%should be put out of caste on their return to India, 
In conclusion the speaker said that the only way to remove the prejudices 
exsisting among the'ignorant masses regarding sea-voyages, was by educa- 
ting them so that they would thus learn what the Shastras really enjoined 
upon them, ९. 


The Rev, पि, Whitehend in addressing the meeting, said that he had 
no 01101) whatever to speak on this subjocl and was totally unprepared to 
say anything on a gubjoct of auch deep impoytance to the Hindu com- 
munity. Io had risen to say a faw words at the request of the Chairman 
not from a roligions point of vtew, but simply from a practical point of 
view. IIe did not know whether Vho Shastras forbade them to 10711748005 
voyages, and he did not with any Elindu to act contrary to his religion but 
he would speak briefly as to what he believed the practical advantages 
would be to the people of India, if it was found that they could, consis 
tently with their religion, visit England, Babu Anunda Churn Mitter 
had said that students in India who failed at an examination in one 
subject failed allogother but that was not Lhe case in England. If Indian 
students went to England with that hope, he was afraid from hia own 
experience they would be grievously disappointed. But, at the snme time 
there were two reasons why Natives of Indin should visit England, In 
the first placo, he thought it would tend very much to widen and broaden 
the minds of the people of this country; and in the second place, ha 
thought and hoped that it would tend very much to promote more friend- 
ly and intimate relations betwoen the two races. No doubt in this copntry 
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the Europeans and people of Indla 8১০০৭ in an artifiefal relation to one 
another, and sea-voyages would go far fowards extending social inter- 
course between the people of this counigy*and Europa. Sevaral other 
spéakers next addressed the meeting, all of whom were in favour of sea- 
voyage.—-Zhe Indian Minion 6, 


Caloutta Institution’s Meeting. 


An enthusiastic meeting, m conection with the sea-voyage movement 
in Bengal, was held last Saturday at 6-0 p.m, in the pSemises of the 
Calentta Institution, There were present, amongst othets, Malfiraj-Kumar 
Benoy Kiishna, Pundit Nilmony Muketji ma. 9, 1) of the Pbesidency 
College, Chandrodya Bidyabinode, Kali Churn Kabiratna, , Babus Sham 
Lal Mutter, Mati Lall Walder, आ কও Bu, and Nabo Gapal Miter, Pundit 
Niulmom Mukerji, who was voted to the char, opgned the proteedings of 
the meeting by saying that he had certain hesitation in occupying the 
chair that day, for anything that he would have to say in his presidential 
address, might, he was afraid, goin somo way to anticipate the decision 
of the Committee, recently formad at the last Sobhabazar meeting to 
consider the quostion of sea-voyages among the Ilindus, from the Shastric 
point of view, Bul that he would not do. 219 was himaalf a member of that 
Committes, and he knew, it would not be fair for hin to say much on the 
subject before the 09700010999 have come to a definite conclusion, But 909 
word, ho felt bound to say, was that he was conscious of the many bonefits 
that voyage to sea would give to thepeople, by oponing up the way Lo 
Wertern education and enterprise, byccamenting the rolation betayeen 
the rilers and the ruled, and by elevating and broadening the hearts of 
the travellers in many ways. Ho did not beliove that his countrymen 
would throw such benefits away, if the ITindu Shnstras would permit them 
to avail themselves of those opportunities, 119 hoped that the many 
speakers, who were to give addresses that day, would make matters ¢lear, 
and he called on Babu Jogeswar Bannerji, the Editor of the Hizabadt, 
to vead his paper on the subject, 


The lecturer showed, in an able and interesting way, aud by copious 
references to Rig Ved, Manu, Barahapurana, and other authoritative 
writings of the Hindus, that sea-voyages were nowhere prohibited in the 
Hindu Shastras, The only prohibitory passage that occurred in the 
Brihat Narada Purana has been explained in different ways, and the 
lectuwer had the authority of Pundit Kasiram, the late Tara Nath Tarka- 
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bachaspati, and eyen of the Shasiralfara Parasara himself, to say 
that the passage alluded to, prohibited sea-voyages only when they were 
undertaken for some motive, “The lecturor strongly objected to the state- 
ment, so often made, that mere residence in a Mlecha cowutry polluted 
the Hindas, and alluded, in support of his view, to Srimanta Sowdagar 
and Bejoy Singha, who made voyages to, and lived in, a Mlecha country, 
of old, bul did not lose their ०३८०) nor was requited (০৪৫০ through any x= 
piation, Babu Nobo Gopal Mittcr spoke next, and made a great impression 
on the audience by his witty and ingenious speech, Ie proved that it 
was possible to live in England, and remain a Iindu, and showed how 
ridiculously nogsensical the whole system of @rayaschita was, which held 
out the prospect of easy pardon, and thus “encouraged men to go 10 
England in direct tranggreasion of the law, and in wilful commission of sin. 
Seven other spenkers followed, all of whom more or less supported 
the movement, The President then asked those, who supported the 7009. 
ment, to testifyetheir sympathy by raising their hands, at which the 
whole assembly, with the exception of a ‘microscopic minority” of three 
or four जपि amidst owes of “all, all” raised their handa—Zhe Indian 
Mirror, ৭, 





Meeting at Bansboria-Hugly. 


On the fifth and the last day, Baboo Surondra Nath Bannerji was 
in the chair, Mohashoy Kshitindra Deb Roy vead a paper on “The [nilu- 
ence and Travel upon the Mind with special Yeferenco to ६५४०११९६ 
among the ancient Windus.” The Meeting was unanimous in favour of 
aea-voyages.—Z'he Indian Mirror, 11) February, 1802, 7. 





Meeting at Bombay. 


Under the presidency of Dr, Jamnadas, young Jainis of Bombay mot 
the other day do discuss the question of England-going. Se¥oral speakers 
anid that there was nothing in the Jain religion to prohibit any Jain from 
visiting foreign countries, The President romarked that tho Jains aro 
more liberal than the followers of any othor veligion of Indin, because 
they were believers in the Universal Brotherhood of man, and they can- 
nob object to wavelling in foreign landa,-Z'he Bengalee, ॐ, 
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Meoting at Tamluk-Midnapur, 


A crowded meeting was held yostorday at Tamluk in support of Ure 
get-voyage movement, Babu Chundra SheRax Kar, Sub-Divisional Oilicer, 
piegiding, Several speakers addressed the meeting, Dr. Umesh Chunder 
Milter, Babu Sam Lall Mitter, Vakil, Dligh Court, Sital Proshad 
Ghose, 2, ५, Pleader, andeKhorode Nath Shastry, ma. Pleacer, wore 
el€cted delegates to Phe forthcoming Provinoial Conference on the subjact 
to be held at 0100৮ on the 18th instant—Zelegram wn the Indian 
14400. 9. 





Meeting at Allahabad. 


Babu Devendra Nath Mukexji, from Caloutta delivered @very inter- 
esting lecture on the Hindu sea-voyago question last Sunday, the 20th 
August, at the Congress Tall at Allahabad. Ue proved, by Shaatric 
quotations and historical evidences, that there was nothing im sea-voyage 
which would militate against the most approved form of indy arthodoxy, 
The arguments were forcible, and the ulustrations gpt and copious, The 
lecture was well attended, and appeared to be quite convincing. Zhe 
Indian Mirror, 28rd August 1808, 10. 





Meeting at Midnapur, 


An influential and Woll-attended meoting in favour of the Sea-voyage 
movemont took place yesterday abt the Bar Association rooms, Babu Raghu 
ath Dass, 1 455 2, 74 Chairman, Midnapore Municipality, presiding, 
Many respectable and orthodox families of the District hertily support 
the cause. A statement, signed by the leaders of intelligent public 
opinion, will shortly be published.—Z'slagram in the Bongalee, 11, 
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Meeting at Beneras,—A, 


An enthusiastic and crowded meoting was held at the inatance of the 

Beneras Debating Club, supporting the Sea-Voyage movement, The 

দ Hon’ble Ramkali Chowdhuri presided on the occasion, and Babu Surendra 
Nath Banerjee ‘addiessed the meeting,—Zelogram in the Bongules. 12% 
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Meeting at Lucknow. 


Under the auspices of the Bengali Young Men’s “Association Babw: 
Debendia Nath Mukerji, of *Caloutta, delivored a lecture on “Tlindu Sea. 
voyage: its Ainvand Object” at tho Christian College Hall at Lucknow 
on 19860010709 evening, the Ist September. His delivery is excellent, 
and arguments ‘are unassailable. The chair was taken by Babu Sham 
‘Ball Milter, Vakil of the Calcutta [द्वौ Court Thg whole audience yn- 
anithously expressed their opinion in favour of the Hindu sea-voyage 
movement.— Lhe Indian Mirror, September 7, 1808. 138, 





Meeting at Benera’.—B. 


A publie meeting was held on the 11th instant (last Monday evening) 
in connectdon with the Hindu sea-voyage movement, at the residence of 
the late Babu Obandi Churn Biswas, Bengalitola, the chair being oconpied 
by Pundit Ram Misser Shastri, the renowned Professor of Philosophy, 
Beneras Cellege. The lecturer, Babu Debendro Nath Mukerji, delivered 
an able speech on «fhe Object and Nacessities of undertaking Sea- 
voyage,” [6 cited innumerable evidences in support of the movement’ 
from ihe Lime 9£ Rig Veda down to Kabi-Kankan, Makund Ram Chucker- 
butty, and viewed the question in all its bearings, vz, for political’ 
agitation—technical education and: commercial enterprise. The woithy 
President spoke eloquently, Ife said that it was absolutely neccessary to 
go by sea to remote countries, in the interests of trade, In the course of 
his speoch, he strongly condomned more specelios, and said Lat a fund 
should bo raised: frony the men of light and Idkdmg throughout Tudia to 
earry out the noble object. The attendance was good, The hearts of the 
Pundits and the audience wore with the learned leoburer.—Z'e 27,701 
Mirror, Saptomber (6, 1898, = 1.4 
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Meeting of the Bongal provincial conference, The follow- 
ing resolution was passed পো 

“That im the opinion of this Conference the time has come when, 
having regard to the important, political, educational and’ industrial issues 
which are involved, a dotermined effort should be made for the solution 
ef what is known ag the Sea-voyage question ; the Conference welcomes 
efforta which have already been made in this direction, and would rejoice 
if the Inbouvs of tho Committes recently appointed aj the Sobha Bazar 
Meeting, would meet with the mensure of success which they richly 
deserve,” 


৮ 


APPENDIX 


তানোর 


Undor the presidency of the Moharaj Kumar Benoy 
Krishno Deb Bahadoor, the following addregs was read bofpre. 
a public meeting held in connection with the Students’ 018 at 
the General Assembly’s Institution Hall, 8th December 1891 :— 


“My, Prapident and Gentlemen.—I aygPeax before you this afternoon 
with great diffidence and hesitation, owing to the moagreness of my abili? 
ties to addyess such a learned and respectable assembly as this, and the 
great 10080709060 of the subject we have chosen to discuss this evening, 
and upon which Hindoo public opinion is so much divided, and which is 
at present agitating the minds of our educated countrymen, and on the 
proper solution of which depends the welfare and prosperity of this groat 
country, which in th® inscrutable ways of God’s Benign Providence has 
been placed under the fostering care of England,—England the patronesa 
of letters, the protrdttress of peace, the championess of liberty, the home 
of genuine freedom, and tho truo friond of the down-trodden and the 
oppressed. It is far from my intention, gontlemen, to offond the feelings 
of any section of my countrymen, ननाम orthodox or heterodox, and I 
should indead be ‘sorry if any one of them happen to take offonce for my 
simply placiug before you the views held by our great Aryan ancestors in 
connection with the oxistonee of the practice of sca-voyage among the 
Findoog in anciont and nodieval India, I will endeavour to show in this 
paper by quotations from the s/igatas, to which no exception can bo taken 
by any one within the pale of Tlinduism that the custom provailed ix*the 
continent of India both in the Vedic and Puranic ages 


I hopo, however, that you will kindly give mo a patient and indulgent 
hearing, and T wont’t be long in trespassing upon your valuable time,—in 
consideration of tho momentous nature of the subject, which ought to 
engage the,atlontion of evory truc-born son of Indin, now more than ever, 
8991) that tho intollectual, social, and political advancement of this down- 
trodden country depends mainly on the closeness of its contact with ihe 
British Tslos, and upon tho good-will and friendly feelings of the people 
and the Parliament of England. The great disposer of all events has 
evidently an object in having placed India under Bytish rule, and thht 
motive cannot but be for the welfare and aggrandisement of the teoming 
millions of this yast ponineula, 
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No right thinking man can possibly be blind to the manifold benefits 
which one 17100 derives by contact and intercourse with other nations, 
Ibis a well-known fact, which I think ‘difnnot be gain-said by any, that 
India under the British rule has made consivérable progress in civilization, 
enlightenment, and general advancement, 

Since the dispersion of the Aryan race from our common primeval 
-home in Central Agja, Zran, or somewhovo 6180 about the mountaina of 
Caucasus in the distant past, tho West haa been brought into closer contaal 
with the East by Hngland’s conquost in India, and though, doubtless, the 
East has learnt a good deal from the West, there can be no question: 
that the West has to learn #rtain important lessons from #his great Jaud 
‘of Bharat. But my object this evening, gentlemen, is not to disouss the 
great historical problenr as to the mutual advantages which ngtions derive 
from each other by reciprocal intercourse, but simply to solve the question 
whether sem-voyage is consonant with the fundamental principles, tonets, 

and teachings of the Hindoo १८९४१४६, 


The opposition party maintain that a true Tindoo cannot,undertake 
a voyage to Europe, or cross the Aalapant, among others for the three 
following reasons ;-— 

(1) Because England is a Afclachadesa, or a country inhabited by men 
who do not perform the sacrificial observances of the Hindoos, and who 
are in every respect davoid of Sadachara ( সদাঁচার ), ४, 6, the usages of the 
Hindoos in the palmy days of Brahminism. 

(2) Because in proceeding to England one has to cross the ocean by # 
ship, or 4 seagoing vessel, and cannot do this by adopting a Jand route. 

(3) Because in £০11 Co England ono 1198 necessarily to live on what 
is called forbidden food or food cooked by Molachns and Yavanas, or 
defied by their touch, 

Let us now consider what is meant by the term Melachudesa, Menu, 
the greatest of Tindoo Law-givers, defines Aelcohadesa 28 


away चरति wit यत्र खभावतः | 
aaa afar देशो ap च्छटेशस्ततःपरः॥ 


“Where the black antelope is indigenous, that country is to be known 
asa Jand fit for sacrifices ; the Melache land is beyond it,” 

Though this definition of the great TImdoo Law-giver applied only 
to the different countries constituting the Indian Peninsula, yet agcording 
to the spirit of theruling countries situated outside the limits of India 
connot be called Melachadesa where the antelopss roam and graze ina 
state of Mature; such as Russia, Siam, and many other countries, 


ant 
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Let ta now 769 what countries aresgiven in the order of preference, 
and especially recommended in the Iusitutes of Menu &s fit places whee 
a holy and pious Iindoo shout reside— 


aval creat देवनयो यदन्तरं | 

तं देवनिर्भितं देशे ब्रह्मावक्तै wwe ॥ 
तस्मिन्‌ ইসি य आचारः पारम्मथ क्रमागतः | 
অধ্যালা सान्तरालानां स सदाचार उच्यते 
करचेत्रच्च मत्‌स्याख पञ्चालाः शूरसेनकाः | 
হল auf Sst वै ब्रद्मावर्तादनन्तरः ॥ 
एतदेणप्रसूतस्य सकाशाद्‌ WHAT | 

ख' ख' चरितं মিদ্বন্‌ पएरथिव्यां सर्व्वमानवाः ॥ 
हिमवदिरग्ुपयोमध्यं यत्‌प्राम्िनशनादपि | 
vata प्रयागा मध्यदेशः प्रकीर्तितः ॥ 
श्रासमुद्रात्तु वै Galeragqura प्िमात्‌ | 
तयोरेवान्तरं বিহ্বীতাত্যাজন্টী विदुर्बुधा; | 


The country which is betweon the divine rivers Sarasvati and 
Drisadvati, that land fixed by the gode (the wise) called Brahmavaric, 

“What custom of the four castes and the mixed castes has been 
handed down by course of succesyion in that country that is called good 
custom,” 

“Kurukshetra, Matsya, Panchala, Swrasenaksa ave indeed Brabmarsi 
land, next Lo Braimavarta. All men in the world should learn their own 
proper behaviour from a Brahmin born in that country,” 

The country between the Himalaya and Vindhya mountains which 
into the east of Vinacana, ए, @, the terminus of the Sarasvati, and to 
the west of Prayaga, is called the central country, 

The land indeed batween those two mountains, extending to the 
Rastern and to the Western sea, the wise 0811 Aryavarta. 

Brahmavarta, Brahmarshi Desa, Madhya Desa, and Aryavarta are 
mentioned by Menu as the fit places whore (rue Endoos should dwell. 
Amongat those places, the first preference is givon to Braimavarta, and 
asoondly to Brahmarsht Desc, 
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Tho site of Bralimavarta is a amall 00৮0৮ of land a [पप्र to the north 
of Thanaswar,—tho modern Panipat. But at present tho majovily of the 
population of this part of India is comfmd of Mahommedans, whose 
manners and ousioms ave followed oven by tMhUindvos living in bhat part 
of the country, Brahmarshi Desa includes Kurukshetra, which, 003৭ 
aponds with Thanaswar } Panchala, which corresponds with Kanouj near 
Delhi; Swrasenaka, which cotresponds with Mithila, 


‘From the above slokas, it is ovident that the Panjub, Cashmere, Lowor 
Bengal, Assam, and the whole of Southern India on the south of the 
Vindbya range come in the category of Melachadesa, and living in thdse 
parts of India is just the samefhs living in England or in amp obhow part 
दि the world, according to the ‘views held by Ment. But for all this, 
the Brahmins of Lower Bengal or Southern Indin do not look ppon them- 
selves in any way inferior to the Brahmins of Northavh Indja, Tho 
interdiction to proceed to a JMJeluchadesa was simply a শাসন or check, and 
not a বিধি or absolute prohibition, and at the present iwwoment the ruling 
is “move honoured in the breach than in the obyarvaneo,” 

Travelling and residence in a Meélachudesa wus ए prevalent custom in 
India from time immemorial, which we shall presently tiny to prove: 

Our two grand epic poems Lamayang and Mahabharata furnish 
us with the evidence in this matter, Vasistha, the greatest of EHindoo 
sages, went to China, and partook of the food of the Chinese whilst in 
their country. 

Ram Chandra—the greatest of Avyan Monarohs that ever sat on the 
throne of Ayoddya—went to Ceylon, passing through the Deccan aud 
olhor parts of Southern [08010 

Mahabharata tolls us that Arjuna visited and conquered soveral 
Moeldyiu countries in the course of lng 019৫, conquest দিখিজায়, 

Let us now turn our atiention to the commorco of ancient India, 
poth foregin and internal, 10 is asyervled by some that the Iindoos wora 
quite ignorant of commerce and maritime trade, That such an opinion 
is a mere assumption, and not founded on facts, I shall presontly show, 
India had mercantile connection with Iusssia, Persia, Arabia, China, 
Babylonia, Ava, Pegu, Malacca, Asia Minor, Egypt, Ethiopia, Syria, 
Assyria, Phoenicia, Groece, Rome, and many other places which it is 
neodless to mention, 

Periplus, Plinny, and Colonel Wilford speak of India’s mercantile 
counection with China from the earliest times, It is montioned in 
“Sakautala,” Canto I, that there was a communication belweon India 
aud China,o 


Vv. 


चीनांशकमिव Far: प्रतिवातं नीयमानस्य, 


We learn from 10000109018 annals of commerce that India was 
the chief emporium of ivado,’ ind had commercial relations with Persia 
and Arabia. We also learn from Raghuvansa that Raghu oxtended his 
conquest as fur as Persia, which will be ovident from the following 000 
it dhe Rughuvanga 1— | 


पारसीकान्‌ ননী Sa प्रतखे खलवत्म ना | 


‘We learn fom Heeren’s Asiatic Nation§ (Volume I, 0, 210) that 
there was a 07986 communication by land through Bactria, between India 
aud Babylon, as early as 1659 B,C, The Phonicinns, the Romans, the 
Greeks, and the ‘Jews had frequent and regular commercial rolations 
with India both by land and sca, But as these communications were 
made moro by set than by the land route, we shall treat this questions 
separately, 

There are numerous instances to prove that the ancient Hindoos 
visited and resided in foreign countries. ৬ 

Colonel Wilford (Asiatic Resonrches, Volume XI, p. 105) says :—~“Some 
of the Ambassadors were off as faras Spain, others visited Alexandria 
and Egypt, whoro Ptolemy in tho third contury saw and conversed 
with thom, Some of those Ambassadors had long conference at Babylon, 
ov rather Selewcia with the famous Bar de Sanes, and pilgrimages to the 
Se’hon of Mohabhoga now Mabog or Bambyko in Syria wero very comnion, 
according to Lucian, 04 01500. by tho author of the ancient Universal 
Listovy.” The ILindoos mado several immigrationa to foreign countries, 
A, band of 11100908 settled in colghis, 11901 thoy are still ILindoos 
Colonel Tod, in his Rajasthan, conjectures that ihe Heraclide of the 
Greaks were probably a colony of the LWaricula or Jodu Bangsa of the 
Tkindoos, ILischias asaorts that the Sindi of Thrace were the inhabitants 
of, India, 

Wo hive said before that the whole of Southern त प्रता Orissa, Assam, 
Cashmore, Bengal, and some other parts of Iindoostan were regarded 
by Menu as dfalwchadesa ; and the same view is also expressed by almost 
all the writers of the Purans, According to Baudliayana, Bongd@is a 
Meluchadesa, Devala saya 1 


सिन्धुसौराष्सौवीरान्‌ तथा प्रतयन्तवासिनः । 


avaratagia गला संसखारमरहति ॥ 
10 


vi 
Govinila Ngnda, in hin 00011010758) ALYH ; ~ 
aerawaraey सौराद्रमभयेष प्व | 
तीर्थयात्रां विना गच्छन्‌ स॒नःसंस्छारमदति ॥ 
Again, in Matsya Duyana— 
জনগ্বানাব্বিজা स्तदसतेच्छरेशनिवासिनः | 
fag करवीरान्धुा श्रीनद्रवि्कखा জনা; | 
एतां सु asad wala थादकालैषु wire | 


Lt is quite evident from the above quotations that, Bengal itself is in 
the same category with a Meluchudesa, and that a rigid Hindoo coming 
to or residing in (मत्र ca or ovenin Bengal, has to pefform FH be 
vor cortain observances, Now we ask whether any Lindoo of the 00080 
orthodox type, living in Bengal or in other places ynentioned in the toxt, 
performs the roquired Aveta. 1॥ is evident 18010 tho te€t of Matsya 
Purana, cited above, that a [17400 residing ina 41£6198141484 and a 
Tlindoo residing in Bengal, calqig, कलिश्च सक्र) andeother 14201074 places 
mentioned in the text aro both placed in the samo calegory 44, both 
ave excluded from being invited or fod in the shrudha ceramony or per 
formance of obsequial rites, 


Iemadsi Parosesha Khanda— 
Faget: कारण्हण्ष्ठश्च यवनो भरतर्षभ | 
श्रक्रियो arava weareta Raat | 
¢ 


It was a custom prevalent in ancient India to feed the Bralmina of 
spotless character and well versed in the Vedas ov tho day of the shrudha 
ceremony, Butag the Brahmins of the present day ave not what thoy. 
aged to be, this custom has fallen into disuso; and in the absence of a 
true Brahmin in flosh and blood, we have substituted a Brahinin mado of 
486 geass on the occasion of performance of tho Shradia coromony 
inatead of a living one. 


Mri as no Brahmin ab the present day ean ever dream of being 
entitled to receiving (करन or an invitation to obtain the articles of the 
shradha on the day and at the time of iis performance, on the groynd of 
his having falle? from his original condition of purity, tho ruling con- 
tained in the sloka quoted above as regaids কেতন is now practically ४ 
dgnd lofier. * 
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Tt is worthy of notice thal withiy tho vast domain of the [Tindoo 
shustras, no authority could be found in any of the shastrgs that the niere 
01000780200 of a Mindoo 3 up his residence in a 6८५९८ county 
loudly vo social ostracism angedhe forfeiture of his right to be called and 
lookod upon ४8 ५ Hindoo— 


ভ'মিলা অল कुत्रापि awa’ प्रतिपालयन्‌ | 
षट्‌ arta प्रकर्वीरक्निति wire नियः | 


Brahmins residing anywhere (i. ५.) whether in a Melacha or non- 
Melachu countyy) can preserve thoir own oy ८११४५ (virtue), provided they 
perform their six cardinal duties ag lad don in the institutes of Ment, 
Oh. ॐ, sloka 78; niunely, *° ८ 

५ कणु instruction क and perusing the holy text, giving sacrifice 
themselves and also offering sacrifice (for others), giving and receiving 
presents, also flheso are) the six occupations of him whose birth is 
highest,” 

So it is altogothor wrong on the part of those who stigmatise our 
England-returned countrymen as non-Hindoos simply on the ground of 
thoix having pyroceedod to a Melacha country. A MTindoo residing in 
Bengal and the other Melacha countrics mentioned in the toxt does not 
consider himself in any way inforior 16 0 Tlindoo of Northern Tndin, nor 
is Use TLlindoo public opinion against him, T sco no earthly reason, there- 
fora, why a Indoo gentleman roturned from Bugland should be consi 
dered aa an outoagt, ory non-llindoo, These rulings, however, refer only 
to (116 twive-born clnases, ९, 95 to the Brahmins, Kehatriyas and Vaisayas. 

As regards the Sudras, there is no restrichion whatever for their 
living in a (नद country. Monk atys— 


eg यस्मिन्‌ कस्मिन्‌ बा निवशषदुत्ति कभितः। 


A Suen distressed for a livelihood may abide in any placo whatao- 
ever, (This 56044 also goes to show that a Sudra can go anywhere, This 
of course dues not preclude him frem going to England for tho sake of 
his own adviineoment,) 

We have tried to answer as far as les in our power the question 
whuthar a ILindoo by sofowning or dwelling ina d/efacke country वहै 
any sin, or beeomer an outcast, according 10 our akestras, I would 
obaotve en pussund thal, aa far as T am aware, it is nawhere laid dowh ia! 
all the autharitutive 10010909908 on Prayaschilwa thal the performance 
of any Pruyaschitiva ov explation is necessary for 0. Lindoo Who 89০৪ to on 
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resides in a Melacha country, foy such action of hia is no ain according te 
tho shastras, 

Now we shall ondoavow to moot thoa gecond objection, vz, whether 
going to transoceanic countries is 00108146636 with the tenets of our shas- 
trag, It is a prevalont belief in some quarters that the 11140५५ wore 
utter strangers 00 mavilime trade, and wero unacquainted with ship-build- 
ing, Thoro cannot be a mero erroncons notion than this, Thoso acquain 
tet with Sanskvlt toro know that the anelent Tindoos made 8478 pro- 
gross in navigation, and travelled far aud wido by sea, That soa-voyage 
was prevalont in ancient India can be gathered from the following hynns 
in the Rig Ved, the mosp authoritative and fneient scripture of tho 

@ Hindoos— 


MATE AGUA नावं प्रयतृसमुद्रमीवेयाव मभयं | 


अधियदपां सुभिश्रवि ute $द्धयावद्ैश्टसेवीं ॥ 
180 Astaka Adhya 8, Mandala 1— 
Sloka 3— 
तुमो शुज्युमखिनोदमेषे रयिं न कथिग्मखवं waren: 


agua नीभिरातन्वतीभिरं afer पुदधिरपोदकाभिः ॥ 
Sloka 4— 


নিজ; aufaterfa লজক্লিলীঘনা भुज्युसुष्टयुः wae: 


समुद्रस्य धन्वन्रादरस्य पारेतिभीरधैः wars: wera; ॥ 
Sloka 5— 


अनारंभणे ASNT मनाश्यामै श्रग्मभणे BEE | 
यदश्विना ser wad যনাহিা नावमातस्थिवासं ॥ 


“When I (a descendant of the family of Vasishtha) and Varuna were 
proceeding in the mid-sea on a vessel, it was 80 dancing, tossed to and fro 
by the waves, as if we were enjoying in a rocking cradle, 

“Aga dying man relinquishes his wealth and fortune, ৪ Turga sent 
his son Bhujyu to the sea, O Aswis! You have brought him back by 
your own ship, since that ship was floating in the gen, as water does not 
enter it. : 

“O [98098 | (नामस) you took Bhujyu by a hundred, wheeldéd car 
dragged hy six horses. The cay was carried, in course of three days and 
threo nights, to the coast of the sea. 
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“O Aswis | You did this work inthe sea, which has no support, which 
has no land within it, and where nothing, not even a%tick, can be found. 
You brought back Bhujyat@his own house by a boat having a hundred, 
yowers,” 


Tho above slokus clearly and distinctly prove that sea-voyage was 000৭ 
valent in the Vedie ages, The last sloka pointedly telly us that the 
Ifindoos used to undertake voyages of very Tong distance. It also shows 
that the term Samudra cannot be applied to any inland waters, since it 
says there ig no land within it. There canngt be a clearer and stronger 
proof than पिह, In fhe face of this, one cannot maintain that sea-voyage 
is opposed te the injunctions of the Tindg$ ८३४४8, There are also texts 
in the threg other Vedas which go to establish our position Althou$h 
some seempngly condemnatory passages may be found in the later or 0010৭ 
parativgly more modern writings of the Hindoos, bearing on the subject 
of gea-voyage, yet they carry little or no weight with them, as they are 
opposed, to 019 texts quoted above from the Vedas. It is well known that 
whore “Vedas” and the Smritis differ, preference should be given to the 
formor, and where 08৩ Smritis and the Purans differ, preference should be 
given to the 80010, 

The question “of sea-voyage was not lost sight of in the Institutes of 
Menu. Sloka 157, chapter VIII, says— 


ससुद्रयानक्ुणला देशकालाधदर्भिनः 
'श्थापयन्तितु यां हिं सा तत्राधिगमं प्रति॥ 


५ [11८6 on money lont on list is anigl १ bo fixed by mon well ac. 
1101700000 with sea-voyages 0৮ journeys by land,” 

[৮15 ovidont to every unprejudiced mind, from the sloka cited above, 
that poa-voyage was sanctioned’ by Monu, the groatest law-giver 02 the 
ILindoos, 

In tho शकह from 151-166, in chapter IIL, Menu says that physi- 
glans, asbrologers, and priests having a large number of disciples, those 
who dispute with their fathors 5; those who live upon idol-worship; those 
who aro conceited 20050290808 ) those who teach Sudras; thoso who drink 
gpiriluous liquors; thoso who injure their friends, are not 60 be fed on the 
40000101501 the shragka ceremony, ४, 9 are nub to recoive কেতুন or an 
invitation to recoive the articles of the svadha, and the list also includes 
those who wndortake sou-voyage,—vide 8:04 158, chapter JIL-—~ 


श्रागार्दादही गरदः कुण्डाशी सोमविक्रयी । 
समुद्रयायी were तैलिकः ङुटकारकः ॥ 
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“One who bums houses, a poivoner, one who oats with the son of an 
tululteress, one whe sella the seima plant, one who gous on 800৮5050209 
and ৮1700851150 an oil-monger, and a subgmmey of perjury.” 

It may be arged by tho opporitson Darky hat Menu in tho abova 
81074 does uot approve of aea-voyage, but it is avidont that it cannot at all 
be 00718109100 in the light of a restri¢lion, ag 010 other crimes, if any, alao 
alluded to, are not only néw yvampant throughout the wholo strneture 
०६ 10000 society, Dub even 8০ unchallenged by tho volaries of orthodox 
Tlindootam, Besides, tha passage applies exclusively lo 13010001781 and 
it should also bo borne in mind that there is nol a single passage in the 
whole Institules of Menu 080). says that to a Tlindoo seg-voyage is ४ 
aft or even an offence. As tho disapproval if any extends toa multitude 
of other things, which are so common in modern Eindoo socicty, it carries 
no weight with it all. Why thon raise such unrensonhble objection 
againat sea-voyage, which is not only approved of, but also 8৮১০6108000 
by the 1111400 skustras ? 

We learn from the Ramayana that “merchants trafficked bgyond the 
sea, and were in the habit of bringing presents ০ th8 King.” 

Mention is made of যুবদীপ) or Tava, in this epic (Kiskhindhya Kanda, 
Sarya 40)--- 


यल्लवन्तो यवदीप्रं सप्तराज्योपशीभितं | 
सुवणं gaa द्वीपं सुव्णकाय मण्डितं ॥ 


It appears from the,” following ०४८ in the Mahabharata that 
Sahadova, the youngest brother of Lhe five Paudavag, wont to the severnl 
islands in the ser, and conquered the .19/8074 inhabitants thereof 


सागर दीपवासांख पतीन्‌ wa च्छयोनिजान्‌ | 
निषादान्‌ प॒रूषादांख कणप्रावरनानपि 
दीपं तास्बाह्नयद्चैवसद्पं वशेक्षल्वा महामतिः 


The magnanimous Sahadeva couquored and brought undey his शा. 
jection the AMelucha kings, and hunters, and cannibals inhabiting the 
several islands in the sea, including the island called Tarra, &e 

From the Mitaskhara we learn that the ITindoos were in tho habit of 
matting adventurous sea-voyagos, 

Mention 1s also made of sea-voyage in the Vayu Purana, Haribangsn, 
Markendaya Pusana, Bhagabat Purana, Llitopodesa, Sakuntala, Rathnavali, 
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Dasa Kumarchovita, Kathasarilsagat, and in several other books of thes, 
ILindoos, 

Tn the Kathnsoviteng&r (which ia compiled by Somadeva from a higher 
and superior worlk whish is a translation of a work in tho Paisachio 
languhge, a form of Prakvita whose dato is not later than the Sth Gentury 
Ac D,), we meet with inmumerable refercnogs 10 sea-voyages, 

qn the 25th Laranga, slokas 58—G0, and in éhe 26th Taranga,glokas 
124—150, we find mention of sea-voyage, ६ 

Tn the 50th Taranga, it is said the Chitrakara, with two mendicants, 
renchiod the city of Pratisthan প্রতিষ্ঠান 1 the vast ocean, Then 
he reached Muktipura মুক্তিপুর island पा अद्धा days, after defeating pis 
enemies, 

Strabo ৪0৭ that the Indians navigated the Ganges from the sea up 
to Palihothea, We learn from Macpherson’s annals of commerce that “the 
Natives of India extended their voyages beyond the former limits, and 
took an, active share in the trade with Egypt.” 

In tho Gth Centufs, according to Plinny, the merchants of India enled 
in at the ports of Persia by sea, 

We learn from Dr. Wilson's account of the travels of the great 
thinese traveller ia Ifiam, in the journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
Vol, V that ho was on board an [Indian ship, which was entirely manned 
and oficered by वकण) and that thero wore also Brahmin passengers 
in एप ship, ४ 

Woe quote the following from Bakaha Prana in confixmation of ow 
views ~~ 

a, ९ 
खनस्ततैव गमने वश्निग्‌भाषे मतिर्गता | 
ससुद्रयाने रलानि লন্ঘাব্জীধ্ঘালি साधुभिः 

৯৯ ৬২ 
TAIT aH বাজলালাঘিছ্ী बहनिच | 
হন fafa मनसा महासार्थं पुरःसरः 
संविदं ৬ ¢ 
ससुद्धयायिभिर्लकैः संविदं सव्य লিখন; ॥ 
a oe संप्रासो मान्त सवणा रवं | 
पोतारूकासतः सर्वे पोतवाहे रूपोषिताः 
e 


ध {४ felt inclined to proceed to that place as कै merchant, and to ace 
eompany thoas who know all about precious gems, on 8 sea-ffoing vessel, 
ক 
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‘in viow to bring good many largo pertrla of great 07100, ‘With 078 resolve 
he went on his joufey with several other merchania, aided by people woll 
acquainted with sea-voyages,” 

In Raj-Tavangini, the only historical work now extant in Sanskrit, wo 

10030 with the following sloka :—> 


सान्धिविग्रहिकः सीऽय गाच्छन पोतच्युतोऽस्बुधौ | 
प्रापपारं तिमिग्रासात्तिभिसुत्‌पाख fata: ॥ 


«Tho royal messonger ह्वी into the sea while pyoceeding on ৮ vessel, 
and a whale devoured him; ft ripping open its belly, he chime out and 
eroxsed the sea,” 


From what we have said above, it will appear to evory unprejudiced 
mind that sea-voyage was provalent in India from the very earlioat time, 


The only two passages which can be cited by the oppofients of aon 
voyage in their favour are altagether vague, and not exactly to the point, 
They were probably composed at a later period, 180) 00100000188 was 
rather on the decline, and the adventurous, bold and enterprising spirit 
of the Ilindoos was dying out, and witha view, perlinps, to counteract 
the increasing and proselytising influence of the Mahommedans, which 
was probably then in the ascendant, especially in Bengal, 


The following text in Brihat Navadiya Purann says পলি 
“ससुद्रयात्रा सखीकारः कमण्डलु विधारणं 
दिजानामसवर्णरह कन्यासूपयसस्तथा 
देवरेण सुतोत्पतति मधुपक eats: 
मांसदानं तधा खाद्वै वाणप्रसाश्मस्तथा 
दत्तायाञैप कन्यायाः पुनर्दानं वरस्य च 
दीघैकालं Aaa नरमेधाण्वमेधकगि 
महाप्रस्थानगमनं गोभेधशखच तथामखः 
दमान्‌ wary कलि বজানালা इर्मनीषिणः ॥৮ 


“Sea-voynge, carrying of the bowl or the begging pot (kamandalu) 
marfiage with girls of other than one’s own caste by the twice-born classes, 
production of issue byea brother-in-law, husband’s younger brother (cra), 
immolation sof animals at the Madhuparka, offering of flosh-meat at 
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shradhas, entrance into the Vanaprastha state, gift of a daughter once 
already given away (widow marriage), protracted Branfahcharya, human 
sacrificae, horse sacrifice, ৩৯৯১5 anicide by falling from very high 
wountaing, gomedha gacrifice@and vedic yajnas involving sacrifices of 
entllo ; {0986 dhavimas ought to be avoided in the Kali Juga”. 


Whe passage in the Brihat Navadyia can also be interpreted in wv 
different manner Kasiram Bhattacharya, the Purnedand able commenta- 
tor, of ‘Raghunandan, says wilh regard to this pgssage that going to the 
gon for ie purpose of committing suicide by drogmmeg one’s self therein 
prohibited in the text gf Bribat Nuradyia in fo Kali Suga, 


The learned commentator says— 

we श्षसुद्रयाचासखीकारण्ब्देन, मरणमुदिश्य wasatat- 
सखीकारः महाप्र्यानगमनच्च म॑रणसुदिश्य हिमालयादिगमनै 
इत्येवच्चापि सुधीभिर्विभाव्य' | 


“That the term সমুদ্রে যাত্র। স্বীকার means proceeding to sea for the pur- 
pose of committing suicide by drowning,” 


Tt thus appears froM the explanation given by the leaned commenta- 
tor that soa-voyage jis’ prohibited in the Kali Juga only in the cage of 
thoso who undertake it with the object of committing suicide by drown- 
ingek This restriction cannot therefore apply to those who proceed on 
50400 for 00017000980 of acquiring wealth, Ihowledge, ox for pleasure 
aud tho like, As it is evidont from tho 1079 quoted in the Birhat 
Naradyia Purana that all the in{grdictions onumerated aro oxclusively 
of a roligious charactor, the particujar interdiction aa rogards sea-voyaye 
cannot but ba of the samo nature, ४ 6, sea-voyago with a religious 
motivo is prohibited in tho Kali Juga. The opponents of sen-voyngo 
amay cilo tlus sloka, and ivy to prove that sea-voyage is opposed thereto 
‘bysimposing upon the public, who know lijtle or nothing of Sanskrit, and 
by pevverting or misinterpreting the ०९८ itself. But those who under« 
stand Sanslyit will at once seo that our pleading is not special, and that 
the interpretation given by the learned commontator is porfeetly accurate. 
Lt is apparently from 01696 that ইমান্‌ ধর্মাল these dhormae are probibi- 
ted in the Kali च पट Sua-voyage in itself is no dharma. 1 18 considered. 
dharma by Parasaxa, when ono undortakes searvoyage for the pwrpose of 











- পপ ~~~ ^ ~ न को tien narinntnemiton, 
* Tho great oyjantal scholar and ০0৮৫, Dy, 1381১৭08010 Mitra, চা 
alates मरू Thal मौका as “suicide by getting one’s 891 drowndd in the sen.” 
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expiating his sin, caused by thg uiurder of a Brahmin, We ०४५ the ১৫৮৮ 
of Parasnra below ~ 


श्तयोजनविस्तीरै शतयोजन्ष्यितं | 
रामचन्द्रसमादिटनलसच्चयसञ्ितं | 
aq दृष्टा समुट्स्य नद्मषत्यां व्यपति ॥ 


“The sight of tl bridge over the sea, extending ovor 800 miles, 
60738008065 under instrnuti १५ from the great Ramachandra by Nala and 
others, is efficacious for the c¥piation of the sin of Brahmin murder,” 

The loarned lexicographe., the late Tara Nath Thrakbachaspati, who 
ia justly considered as an authority in Sanskrit literature in modern 
times, also holds the 9109 view. 119 says-—~ 


“ससुद्रयात्रासीकारः द्रव्यादौ तु, धश्चरूपससुद्रयाता- 
सखीकारस्यैव कली निषेधात्‌ बाणिजिराजान्नादिनिमिन्तकस्य 
तस्य निषेधाभाषेन तद्िषयकलत्वासम्भवात्‌ ।* 


By the phrase sumudra jatra sikar, ৪৩৮০৩) 09 for voligions purposes 
19 prohibited in the Kali Juga, and in the ९५९०१०० of prohibition to 
sea-voyage for morchandise or that undortakon undex, the mandate of tho 
sovereign it cannot possibly be made applicable 00 such sea-vayngen. 

The other toxt under which shelter is talon by tho oppositionists is 
from tho Aditya Purana,*which rans thus i 


विधवायां प्रजोतपन्तौ दैवरस्य नियोजनं । 
ferret तु .नौयातु; श्ेधितस्यापि संग्रहः | 
प्रतिमाभ्यच्चनाधीय AKA VAT: | 
एतानि MAYA कल्तेरादौ मह्ामभिः। 
निवर््तितानि विदवद्धिव्य॑वस्धापू्मैवां वुधैः ॥ 


“Tho préduction of issue by a widow or by 4 Devara (the youngest 
brother of the husband); the taking back into thd social circlo a twico- 
born man who went on sea-voyage, though he had performed pratachitwa 
or expiation ; thogo who live on idol-worship ; those who perform religious 
observances with an aim or সংকল্প these dharmas and tho like have Been 
abstained from by noble and learned men at the boginning of the Kali 
Supa forthe Well being of mankind.” 
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Tara Nath Tgrakbachaspati intorprets thesloka in the followingn 
mannor i 


aaa धञ्मार्थससुद््यानगमनमेव कलौ fafaafraratd 
तङ्गमनकाले च यदा न्लेच्छोादिभिर्गरुतरसंसर्गः warfare 
तदैव प्राय्ित्ताचरणेऽपि दिजानाम्रैदृहाय्यैता, शूद्राणान्तु ল 
कशिदरोषः। ससुद्रगमनमाते च gate gre प्रायधित्ताद्यः- 
द्थ॑नात्‌. न तस्य fafesat ছুকালীন্তুর্দলা বিশালন্ত न्तेच्छ- 
भूरिसंसगपैङ्ैकरैति एतन्मूलकमेव रूदानोमपि अन्यै दौलिगतपर 
fuvalitenaa सिंहलादिगमनमनुष्टीयते | श्रत; समु ५।न- 
awaatia निषिदमिति तु frat वचः 


Sea-voyage or proceeding on a sca-going vessel for religions purposes, 
only is iferdicted> Jf during such voyage one comes in special contact 
with the Melachas,‘and if on such occasions one abandons Sandhya or 
authorised daily prayers at stated hours, and the like, then in that case 
if the twice-born v he 1 committed such fault performs pratschiiwa, thon 
he is not to be tak ack within the pale of Hindoo sociely, As for 
the Sudras, no fou attaches to them under such a eonlingency. As no 
praischitwa ia laid down anywhere in the Hindoo shastas in connoction- 
with sea-voyage, it is oslablised that it vd 110 inhabited. Tven at, the 
present day poople proceed to Ceylon and 0008 places through tho sen on 
20950100119 enterprise, It is, therefore, idle to say that soa-voyago in 
genolal ia prohibited. 

This 4009) algo, as it will b#apparent from tho above intorpretftion, 
does not prohibit sea-voyage for secular purposes in tho Kali Juga, It 
only speaks of pratachitwa or expiation on the part of those who have 
sensed performing their most important daily religious duties as Hindooa, 
and grown to lax and intimate with the Melachas in the matter of food 
Moreover, this text has oxclusive application to the Brahmins, All the 
Elindoo sastvakars most distinctly say that there is no prohibition what- 
ever for the Sudras pt any time and ynder any circumstances to make 
voyages by sea, Ifin spite of all this the opponents of sea-voyage ৫০ 
not accept the interpretations of Kasiram and Taranath, and try ‘to 
impose onthe gonoral public unacquainted with Sanskrit, tenaciougly 
aticking to their own forced interpretation, we could oly say that, failing 
to find any préhibitory passnge either in the Vedaa, or in the Snivitis, 


xvi 


or w Lhe primary (पषात they wowe compelled to resort io two igolat ad 
passages in 000 Awo पपतम) or Purans, of secondary importance, 
mentioned above, which are beyond all 08074601088 authoritative, less [~ 
portant, and less binding upon the Hindoo টি tho injunctions contained 
in the Vodas, the Smuitis, and tho Purans.y 28 to the 0899৮ of precedence, 
of ounrespective 8%08/748 tha Prayoga Pat ijala says— 


afagtagr Gat विरोधो यच विद्यते | 


तन्न ate प्र तयो faa ॥ 
৩ प्राधान्यं हि vate ^ 


मन्वधेविपरीता ay सा स्मृतिरपधाष्यते ॥ 


Tt is passing strange that castihg aside the authorily ofthe Vedas, 
uy” 3182108) aud the Purana, they take their aland upon ० isolated 
passages of the two Upapurans, According to [1०८6 Dayman ‘Wilson, 
the Upapurans ave not older than the 12th contury,A. D., aad tho late 
Raja Rajendva Lala Mitra, 11, D., 6, 1, 7, whed& profound erudition, 
deep learning, and ripe scholarship are 07315180115 acknowladged, and 
whose xecont Iamentablo death has caused ne in the world 





of oriontal literature, says, “these Upapurang 0१6 boon go carelessly 
proserved, and ४८७ so full of interpolations, a ९010 are of such 
quostionable authonticily, that oven the most orthodox Tlindoo holds thonr 
to b& of vory secondary rank compared ৮০ tha Vodas, tho Siutitfs, and tho 
Sutras,” 

But beforo finally taking leave of tho two toxts, I would most pro- 
minontly bring to your 00190 that notwithetandiug the qualifiod interdia~ 
tiona to sca-voyage contained thoroiu,gtho above toxts are immediatoly 
followed by tho following passages in the same two Upapurans, respec~ 
tively, which make our position still more firm পি 


Saran: परिथाद्याः TAM TAT. | 
अन्यथा पतितो Ha waaay: ॥ 


“One shoukl observe the mannorg and custome of his own country; 
one who does not do this becomes dograded and fallen (patiéa) and devoid 
of all dharma.” 


समयश्चापि साधूनां प्रमाणं बेदवद्भवेत्‌ 


“The practice of revered persons is proof as potept as that of the 
Vedas.” 
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As we have shown above that “sey voyagoewas prevalent in ancient 
Tlindoo sogiety from the avliest times, and that the practice was 
generally followed both y potentates and Rishis, the passages 
conditionally prohibiting sea गलति. not carry any weight with them. 


The view we have 01018 05 regards ५५ texts in our disfavouy from 








Brihat Naradyia Puran and sMitya Purana 40 corroborated by no lots 
an authority in tho Sanskrit literature than 00818 Satybrata Samamami? 
110 says—. 


ant বচনাবলীর ঞ্মান্য রক্ষ/ করিতে ৮ 
নিষিদ্ধ হইয়া ছুড়ে ६ তদুভয় অদ্যাপি सथ 
সমাজে uel श्देग्र আসিতেছে,উ বস সংশয় থ।কিতেছে না, বরং 
aoa दयरमः ती Stay गक प्दतर ममर Magers তাঁদৃশ বচনাবলিব আবির্ভাবই 
হয় নাই এপ অনুমানও निर) অসঙ্গত না হইতে পাঁরে। এতাঁবতা বোঁধ হয ইহ] दौमन 
মাত্রেই bh করিবেন যে ঈদৃশ আধুনিক ছুইটামীতর উপপুরণের উপকথার উপরি নির্ভর 









ত্রও warty গ্রহণও কলিক।লে 
থকা এ শ্রেণীর বচনগুলি/৭ स 


করিয়। উন্নতির উপা য়ন্বরগ চির প্রচলিত সমুদ্রযাত্রা কদাপি ম্ষিদ্ধ হইতে পরে না। 


The late veneraltte “Pundit Iswara Chundra Vidyasagara, whose 
Jamontable death ig justly considered as a great national calamity, and 
whose authority a> 817 literature cannot be questioned by any, says 
in his treatise on wido rringe— 


এইরাপে শ্গষ্ট দু ছে, যে কলিযুগে অশ্বমেধ, अङ्‌ शने গমন, যতিধর্ম সমুদ্র, 
দীর্ঘক।ল way, এই কয় ধর্পোর অনুষ্ঠান হইয়া অ।সিতেছে। 


Thore are several other passages in the [০০ shastras in support of 

the view.we have takon in the mattay of son-voynge, but as I have 21080 
18108910800. upon your Lime and pabienca so long, and ag tho question will 
doubtless be grasped and” ptagpled with in all ils beaings by sone of 
our ableat men. who have condoscended to address this meeting, it is 
৪1700৮00009 on my part to make any further quotations from the 
shastras, Now it must be quite clear to every unprejudiced thinker from 
.the proafs adduced above that the Hindoos navigated the seas often, 
Nowhere throughout the vast range of our shasivas, whethor in the Vedas, 
Ramayanas Mahabharata, Sanhitas, Purans or in the general literature 
of the country, sea-voyage is prohibited or regarded as a sin, or an offence, 
oractime. On the other hand, it was a prevailing custom of tho [Lindoos 
in oll ages, It did nob fall into diguae at any stage of Hindoo sociaty. 
The voyages of Srimanta Saudagar and Yougandhaayan ave well known 
to every. Hindoo. Even at the present day there is % custom prevalent 
amongst the Hindoos of Southern India to gather pearls from the sen 
round about the island of Ceylon and other adjacent parts IC is uot an 






Kili 


uncommion fret that pilgrims procetd to Pooree to visit the great shrine of 
Juggernath on 00৯৮0. the steamer ager throngh the Bay of Bengal. 

No one now objecis to any one going’ rah, Rangoon, Madras, or 

Ceylon by ship If in the face of Sap (६ facts you stand up and any 

that sen-voyage is disallowable to a inde ) a8 it is not annetioned in our 

shastris, then we cai «nb gay that a that we can do is to give you 

easons and arguments, anf that Hf you are atvermined not to be 00227770098 
we rogret to say that ibis 1 less to discuss the question, 

If goiug to a MoluchdMasu or making sea-voyage is not considere] asa 
sin according to our shasivtys, then we don’t 866 89২১0988013 whatever’for 
मेसः? nor গ্রায়শ্চিভ | 

Where there ig no te ichere can be non punishmér; or oxpiation. 
Moreover, in Raghunandan Sabah hitwa Bivaka no mention of Prayas- 
ও hitwa is made for going to a Melachadoxs or making sea-voxage, So 
0,786 ho say that our England-veturned countrymen should jake expia~ 
tion for thew proceeding to England do not only evince 11 lamentable 
ignorance of the Hindoo shasiras, but exhibit a want of fairnenag tindour, 
and common sense. It is highly illiboral, wngeferous, and despotic to 
place our England returned brethren in a position of abject humiliation by 
Compelling them, at the sacrifice of their স্যরি voice of God in 

(स human heart, to partake of cow dung, as Pent commiited the 
1৯০২৮ heinous and horrible crimes in cho 6115 81821707087) iniquities, 
allhough the shastrus nowhere maintain that soa-vbyage क an act of sin. 

The noxt and the x at point to which I wish to invite your attention 
ig the partaking of forbiddwn food by those who go to England, and on 
which so much stress is [त्‌ at present by our countrymen, 


Menu says-— 


खाविधं weal गोधां affine । 
Waly पंञचनखेष्वादरलुष्टां्ेकतोदत, ॥ 


“The 80 haye pronounced ०८६५०16, among five-toed anjmals, the 
hedgehog ov boar and porcupine, the iguanas, rhinoceros, tortoise, and 
have also, and except camels, aninials which have one row of teoth.” 


Again— 
Wiad भत्तयेन्मांसं ब्राश्मणानाश्च काम्यया | 


यथाविधि fagag भाणानामेव चात्यये ॥ 


So those whg are 0901० 10 2680) to forbidden fool from sheer 
18808881157 such as the preservation of life, cannol reasonably bo outoasted, 


xix 


If the scheme ae to England receives fue consideration 00) the ` 
hands of the নদ 0 ye will hen probably*be no uecessily for 


the partaking of forbidderhgmyY , “for in that caso it may be expected that 


Hindoo hotels mght be কিল England, Wa, for our part, most 
sincerely wish that arrange ints shduld be oe A ‘or 1111400 genijemen 


to proceed to “England in oi 11000 way ४ ing to 12001000 prinei- 
Let me riot be miexaderstood, I कनक stand up before ypu this 
evenitig .as the advecate of meat-eating re ihor hand, it is better 
af any ohe can do without it. Although thee x ositive sin in partak+ 


ing of animal a (नि every one ere 4 60,৮79 a strong dislike for it for 
humanity সি kin १९8 to animals, as 110 says— 
५ शष ' 






ples 


৬১ Tot 
नु सुकक्षः वन a} नच मैथुने । 
সন্বন্নিইসা भूतानां frafa’g महाफला ॥ 


oem ২ ২ ५ ४ টা ‡ ३ 4 ee 
“Thetis no fault in eating flesh, nor in drinking intoxicating liqifor, 


nor i 4608 for that is the occupation of beings, but cessation from 


them prodtices প্রাওটি Fruit? 
We have adduced texts in favour of meat-eating only for the purpote 


of showing টা eat was not only unknown in ancient India, but formed 


chief ० of not only ০০০ the lower classes, but also anronget 
the most ११०९००५. and pious Brahmins and Kshatriyas. । 
It showld be forgotten that, although we are eget vy 


conservative, people, the whole organisation of the IHindoo Socicty#has 
undergone, and is daily undergoing, since the -vedic‘iges, thorough changes 
in the matter of diet, costume, and the রি living under the prasaure 
of pagt and existing circumstances, It 18 abstrd to suppose that 10५०9 
manners and customs have semained unchanged and unchanging at the 
present moment, amid the chagges of a changeable ago, 

We have shown that according to our shastras a man’s 0166 wag 
regulated in conformity to the custom of the country in which he might 
be living at the time, Food defiled by the contact of or with tho touch 

of the Melachas can be taken freely by the Hindoos when they cannot do 
wWhout it, ‘We quote the following from Menu on this point :— 


जीवितात्ययुमापन्नो योऽन्नमत्ति यतस्ततः 
आकाशमिव पङ्केन न स पापेन लिप्यते 


“If one eats food procured from any source whatever, hen he hity 
reached the point where life is passing away, as bhe air is not Milled by 
dirt, so he is not besmeared by thig sin.” 


XX 


This 81076 distinctly lays down that a man इत portate of any kind 
of food at any body’s hands when ১ 16604811) Lox it, 


अजीगर्तः Bs हन्तुसुपस्न॑द; Meas | 

न चालिप्ये.प्रापन qari মা ॥ 
করলার তন घराधस्भोविचक्चणः | 
प्राणानां TLL ১ वामदेवो न लिप्तवान्‌ ॥ 
राजः Saray Myatt विजने.वमे 
Rat: ufaware রাহা 
PATTI AAA: श्तजाघन)।म्‌ | 
चरडालहस्ताटादाय waren aqaat 


 Ajigarta, when desiring to ent, undertook 0881015 samy and was 
ae on that account besmearod with sin, becwuso~ practising 01118 as an 
antidote to hungor.” 


“Nor was Vamadava besmeared with sin ih: ae 
¥ ५ and wrong, wanted to ent dog's flesh in order to pre 0000 
1১0১৯03০ oppressed with hunger,” 


'Moveover, Bhavadvaja, whose dovotion waa great, baling oppressed 
by hungor in a lonely फण with his son, recoived many cows from 
Vidhu, the carpenter,” 


“Moreover, Visvamiiva, कण्‌ knowing right and wrong, boing 
0701১৮08800 by hunger, procoeded to oat 110 rump of a dog, having 
vecaived it from the hand of a Chandala, 


Tt will thus be seen that 07071071000 religion, in spite of tis exclusive 
and soctarian character, abounds with largo and lihoraligod viows, 


As we have now understood the importance of sen-voyages and 4 
travelling to England, Ameen, and other trans-oceaniocouitrias ifn, 
matter of necessity in the best seaular interests of the countiy, the 081101)৭ 
lishment of Mindoo hotels in those countries is@a consummation most 
devoully to be’ wished for. It will indeed be a source of gratification to 
us all if this long-felb want is met in this manner, There are many of 
our countrymen who object to sea-voyago on the score of forbidden food 
alone, sf Tindao টি are openad in 1010010800) aud if the voyage ৫০1৭ 
be undertakin in 37900 way and with the observanes of the mjunetion 


स 
of the Hindod shas bi tegards food,and drink, then I believe there care 
be no reasonable objection whaterer, 

The subject {8 of suck দি: that it has been impossible for 
me to touth all the point 3089 of a single lecture, It would’, 
“have been better if the taslg had dévolved মা better and, abler 4 
hands, ‘and I regret bar my humble *»in‘in, I have flag pine 
this question «before you y“such a light an ५४० 48 ¶ 80 much ¥ shed, 
to do? ४ 

One svord maze, and Ihave done 4 nope ap question of sea- 


yoyage 54 wall be taken up and १०५८ “he general [1111400 


public with airn and < a large, hberal, ৪8 generous apirit, “As man, 
is emphatic ৪ eature of circumat~ices, it behoves us all to accom. 
modate a es as সিটি he altered andnew cop ditjon of ६, 


things 9 (Wwhicle the country < w fas drifting,—consistently ६..8058 
with the profopadgst veneration tor ou: hneient usages and evs ९५ ১ 
80 long as (%::0০৮:০, does not directly interfere or clash with the Frage dass 
10167 त्र 3 06 onr religion, There is nothing to prevent our gd at 
& little out of thom gpuary track to inaugurate a social roform, if such + 
be not in divect opposition to the 90170 and explicit ruling of our shasir@s 
The followif\ extract from a lecture-on “caste” delivered m Calgustat 
July 187Q by {५५२९९ father, Baboo Harish Chandra Mittra; 1 il 
। कि” ৪:০0 ০০০০ of change in Hindoa society is ae y 
‘the Bingo বারি? when such may be required for the ৫০০৫ 9010৫, 
6016 underaltered circt wstances of the country ~~ i 
‘Tt might sound "paradoxical, but it is nevorthologs true, that the. 














consérvitism of the Tindoo mind is ee 10059 supported by the Hindoo 
shastvas. On the contrary, they seem tl go somowhat against it Accords 
ing to Yoma Sanita, Dharma (virtue) is not a fixed but 1, 
[৮18 made dependent on the decision of one, two ov three learned Hindoo 
flivines, who are fully authorised in all ages to aller existing institutions, 
“should auch a course appear to them expedient and imperative,” 


wait ভী at चयो वपियद्‌ 


चुयुधरैत्पाठकाः स wy কুলি विज्ञेय । 


४ [प conformity to this ruling, there can be no पलक्षण hindrance in a 
strictly H tpdoo pomt of view towards a व pointa, should 
the present altered circumstances of the county? 4 the peop¥Memand 


such 0, measure,” 


wail 


Ags the Congress movement, gvhich is तर्मह pon x. an upheaval 
of the national- mind, distinct showprgbatqur countrymen are trying - 
avd for theix political vights and rune 10710. that. they: love liberty, 
८ bohoves thom, with a view ४९१२० consistency, to givo certain 
amount of liberty to ५. ation in the maiger of such social advandgentont 
as wil) 71১9 সা best. int nw of the country, 00381800279 
with our shastras and ms, Mazzini tho duties, of man says ১ 
91196. cy is 862९6 jr {jndividual, of ৮1508৫00526 is the roflex, 8 
acred, Where 119৩ 24:06, life is. reduced to a meSorganic: duction, 
‘aud where man পথ violation of his libertyeltais false to his own 


nature, aud rebels agamsuy श १५८९० of God.” 

Ta conclusion, I fervently 019 that our countr i Mion, Ww gout. proving 
false tfche national religion ‘ill pte in abidy पण प (८ do évery- 
“tI iy ~अ power to promot ¢ bosf interests of the:edunt ॐ nnd that 
fhe Qther hand, our णद] 07 ned brethren will, uso 2215 beat 
fenaanvous, notin any way to olfend tho feelings 0 पिः व “ox portion 
by their .manners, costume, and general mode of li ving? aglorauch a 
state of things, I fully trust that in tho Benign .SCagatibus of God's 
Pf dvidence, and under tho fostering caro of Englaid, ‘india, distinguished 
py she is for the vastness of her rivers, tho 4৮৫0 of har-monntaing 

i tls oxuborance of her vegetation, will at no वोऽ) bqalike dis- 
॥ for political advancement, intellectual (ge ২৮4৫ moval 
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